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Sharm el-Sheikh declaration 

Leaders condemn terrorism, 
promise to cooperate in 
security matters 

King vindicates Islam, Clinton vows to support peacemakers, Arafat lashes out at 
Israel’s collective punishment, Peres attacks Iran as center for terrorists 
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> By a Star Staff Writer 
:r ?e SHARM EL SHEIKH—World 
leaders renewed Wednesday 
rr,, their support for the ailing 
e* Middle East peace process and 
; vowed to unite their efforts to 
;f- combat terrorism while assur¬ 
ing the two main peace part- 
~ ners, Israel and the Palestine 
National Authority, -of their 
continued backing. But the 
final statement failed to con¬ 
demn Iran or deal with the 
causes of militant activities in 
[he region. 

In an unprecedented gather¬ 
ing, leaders and representatives 
from 29 countries met in this 
remote Red Sea resort in 
Egypt’s Sinai peninsula for one 
day to deal with the phenome¬ 
non of terrorism in the wake of 
a series of recent suicide bomb¬ 
ings in Israel, blamed on 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
movement, and which have 
the Middle East peace 
• ; process. 

p . ^ v". • Hosted by US President Bill 
JCfinton and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, the Summit of 
Peacemakers was attended by 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
PNA President - Yasser Arafat. 

■ r c Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
: i: r- Peres, Morocco’s King Hassan 
: " —II, Russia’s Boris Yeltsin, Brit- 
ain’s John' Major, Germany’s 
•- ■ GS Helmut; Kohl, in addition to 
f officials: from' Spain, Norway, 
the Gulf ; states, Japan and 
others. ’ 

In their final statement, 
issued jointly, by Clinton and 
Mubarak, >ihe participants 
.expressed their total support 
for the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess and the search for a just, 
lasting. -£pd comprehensive 
peace jii'tbe'region. The state¬ 
ment saidLthe summit had three 
objectives;. * consolidating 
peace, strengthening security 
and combating terrorism. It 
added that the participants 
denounced all forms of terrar- 
^ ism esperially the latest spate 
*of attacks in Israel. It called 
upon other governments to join 
in the u denunciation. To achieve 
|>ar goals, the participants 
’aaaded to renew their support 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
'avoi ds- and to back the 
jsfflmgtion of the'Tiegotiarions 
^L^payrag attention to Pales- 
economic needs. The 
countries 



Leaders meet in Sinai; King Hussein addresses the gathering 




to work together to stop terror¬ 
ist activities in the region and 
make sure that perpetrators are 
brought to justice. It called 
upon countries to exert efforts 
to prevent terrorists from using 
their lands for terrorist activi¬ 
ties and to prevent organiza¬ 
tions from recruiting new 
members or raising funds. The 
participants agreed ro form a 
work group to prepare recom¬ 
mendations on the best ways to 
achieve these goals and to 
present these ideas within 30 
days. 

In his short statement at the 


opening session, King Huss¬ 
ein. who accompanied Presi¬ 
dent Clinton on board Air 
Force One, the presidential air¬ 
craft, from Washington, 
stressed the need to differen¬ 
tiate between the phenomenon 
of terrorism and Islam as a 
religion which is based on tol¬ 
erance. He said terrorism is not 
restricted to one country, relig¬ 
ion or culture and therefore 
requires confrontation at inter¬ 
national levels. The King fur¬ 
ther said that in the Middle 
East there seems to be confu¬ 
sion regarding the definition of 


martyrdom and 
suidde and that 
these definitions 
need to be clari¬ 
fied. He said that 
terrorism becomes 
rife when there is 
frustration, poverty 
and despair. He 
pointed that in 
recent years the 
countries of the 
Middle East spent 
about $200 billion 
on armament while 
spending only $50 
billion on food. He 
reiterated Jordan's 
commitment to 
safegaurding the 
cause of peace in 
the region and in 
resisting all forms 
of bigotry and 
regression. He said 
the peoples of the 
region yearn for a 
total and compre¬ 
hensive peace in addition to 
security. 

President Clinton said the 
countries of the world had 
gathered here ‘to .send one 
simple and unified message; 
that peace will prevail. He 
called upon participants to 
cooperate to combat terror¬ 
ism and cut sources of fund¬ 
ing to militant groups. Mr 
Arafat promised to continue 
his crackdown against 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
but condraened Israel’s col¬ 
lective punishment policy 
which he said weakened the 
Palestine National Authority 
and increased pressure on the 
Palestinian people and their 
economy. He called for the 
implementation of the P&les- 
tinian-Israeli accords and for 
the setting up of a committee 
to coordinate the peace pro¬ 
cess. He also used the forum to 
remind pledging countries that 
without additional support the 
PNA will not be able to deliver 
the fruits of peace to its 
people. 

For his part Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres attacked Muslim 
fundamentalism and accused 
Iran of being the center for ter¬ 
rorism. He said Tehran was the 
capital of world terrorism and 
urged countries to contain the 
Iranian government. 

But in the final statement. 


the participants avoided point¬ 
ing the finger at any country 
that is thought to be associated 
with terrorism. 

Other countries like Japan, 
called for providing assistance 
to the PNA in order for it to 
assume its responsibilities. 
Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Abdel Karim A1 Aryan! 
pointed to all forms of terror¬ 
ism and attacked Israel’s col¬ 
lective punishment of Palestin¬ 
ians. Qatar's minister of 
interior annoyed his Gulf col¬ 
leagues by announcing that he 
was inviting Mr Peres to visit 
bis country. Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A1 Faisal 
repeated his country’s backing 
of the peace process but sug¬ 
gested that a second Madrid 
conference was needed to put 

Continued on page 2 


Islamists 

attack 

summit, 

criticize 

Jordan’s 

role 

By Hamdan A1 Hajj 
Spe cial to The Star 
THE ISLAMIC bloc at 
the Lower House of 
Parliament has voiced 
its opposition to tide 
holding of the “Sum¬ 
mit of Peacemakers’* at 
Sharm el Sheikh, and 
called upon the govern¬ 
ment to boycott the 
event Members of the 
Woe pointed out that 
the cause of terrorism 
in the region is the 
same party which now 
talks about combatting 
terror, namely Israel. 

This position state- . 
ment by the Islamist 
bloc came at a time 
when Jordanian offi¬ 
cials were busy this 
week stressing the sig¬ 
nificance of the summit 

Continued on page 2 
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By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

COMBATING TERRORISM and sup- 
5' porting the peace process was tbe main 
outcome of the “'Summit of the Peace¬ 
makers” which was attended by about 
30 countries in Sharm el Sheikh in 
Egypt on Wednesday. No doubt that the 
latest suidde bombings, carried out by 
Hamas against Israel, have brought the 
region to its heels. Some believe that 
the summit, which was instigated by 
latest developments, was an old objec¬ 
tive for America and Israel. 

“U seems that the main goal behind 
the conference is not really to combat 
terrorism, in as much as to give legiti¬ 
macy to the imminent and visible mili¬ 
tary role of Israel in the region,” said 
Dr Labib Kamhawi, a political analyst, 
and the vice president of the Arab 
f Organization for Human Rights in Jor¬ 
dan. “ The summit marks the beginning 
of the transformation of the Middle East 
o/tier into institutions that will replace 
pan-Arab institutions.” 

Kamhawi added that “Arabs have 
two basic pillars which make them 
Arabs, pan-Arabism and Islam. Pan- 
Arabism is being systematically 
destroyed ... So, for the West, the new 
enemy that is replacing communism is 
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® Some analysts believe Arabs must be 

more realistic about protecting the 
i£' J j!peace process, *T believe that Arabs 
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AJ Urdun A1 Jadid .Research Center. “1 
believe that the siege against the Pales¬ 
tinian people that is presently enforced 
and which creates immense physiologi¬ 
cal and financial pressure, is very 
unhealthy to the peace process.” 

Hourani said that the summit is noth¬ 
ing more than a means of surrendering 
to the “Israeli vision under American 
blessings.” He argues that “Israel and 
Hamas are responsible for the decline 
of the peace process.” 

While the summit condemned terror¬ 
ism, it failed to define terrorism or look 
for its causes—a controversial issue 
between the Arabs and Israel. 

“The conference was not ready to 
debate two essential points.” Dr Jawad 
Al Anani, a former minister said. 
“First, a clear definition of terrorism, 
and how we can distinguish terrorism 
from a nation's rights to struggle for its 
legitimate rights.” He added that ’They 
didn’t look at the reasons and the roots 
behind violence, of discrimination, 
occupation and social injustice.” 

Most agreed that suicide bombings 
are not part of the cultural heritage of 
Arabs and Islam. 

“ ...but nobody wants to address the 
real issue, which is why would a 20 
year-old young Palestinian at the begin¬ 
ning of his life decide lo kill himself 
and as many people as possible in the 
process?” Kamhawi asked. “Il is not 
only the fact that Hamas is behind this 
or that. It takes more than this to con¬ 
vince a man to kill himself.” 

For peace opponents, armed struggle 
against Israel is legitimate according to 
international conventions as long as 


there is occupation and repression. The 
opposition and moderates believe that 
the peace treaties between Arab coun¬ 
tries and Israel have not redeemed all 
occupied Arab lauds. 

“Of course Hamas is to be blamed as 
it admitted responsibility.” Anani said. 
“But when you talk about die general 
atmosphere and the environment of vio¬ 
lence, we should not pin the blame on, 
any single party but on the general cir¬ 
cumstances which are impeding the 
peace process.” 

Dr Anani drew an analogy between 
the latest Hamas bombings and the 
assassination of Israeli prime minister 
Rabin, when the assassin admitted the 
guilt and was taken to court, "nobody 
was rushing to convict him. The Labor 
party also accused peace opponent by 
creating the atmosphere for the 
assassination.” 

Some believe that the bombings have 
negatively affected the Palestinian situ¬ 
ation and threatened the final stage of 
negotiations in that respect, but they 
also believe that violent Israeli policies 
against Palestinians were the main rea¬ 
son behind such reactions, pointing to 
killing of Hamas’ mastermind of opera¬ 
tions Yahya Ayash and Islamic Jihad 
leader, Farhi Shqaqi. 

“There should be a more balanced 
vision. Israel must adhere to a policy 
that bans militaiy campaigns against 
Hamas. There should not be a political 
agenda in the one hand and an intelli¬ 
gence and security agenda on the 
other," Hourani said. 

“We have to understand what terror¬ 
ism means. It is clear that any action 


that is contrary to American and Israeli 
policies in the region is terrorism," 
Kamhawi said. “This conformity to 
Israeli and American ideals is simply 
about being nice, being futuristic and 
down to earth. Any opponent is more or 
less a terrorist.” 

Peace with the people is one of the 
big issues that the latest development 
imposed on the peace makers. Accord¬ 
ing to the latest poll in the West Bank, 
85 percent of Palestinians oppose Pal¬ 
estinian police campaigns against mem¬ 
bers of the opposition. The poll shows 
that Palestinians are fearful of a civil 
war. The same poll states that 76 per¬ 
cent of people support the latest suicide 
operations against Israel in spite of die 
peace treaty. 

"It is quite ironic that there is an out¬ 
cry, and that there are people who are 
against, the peace process,” Kamahawi 
said. u 2t is so because people have not 
been a party in the process, but have 
been instructed to accept its outcome.” 

“The deliberate collective punish¬ 
ment and humiliation caused by Israel 
against the Palestinian people will neg¬ 
atively affect peace,” Hourani said. “A 
deliberate confrontation between the 
PLO and its people will force Palestin¬ 
ians to choose another destiny." 

The opposition in Jordan has criti¬ 
cized the Government’s'Stand on the 
latest developments, saying that Jor¬ 
dan's reaction has been exaggerated in 
condemning the suidde bombings. 

Dr Anani explained that “it is obvi¬ 
ous that Jordan cannot condone such 

Continued on page 2 
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Summit brings Israel 
out of the cold", 
highlights divisions 
in Muslim world 


By Maijjorie Miller 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 
SHARM EL-SHEIK, Egypt—Few observers 
believe that Wednesday’s world summit to 
rescue the Middle East peace accords from 
the grip of death and to fight terrorism will 
translate into full cooperation on the ground 
between Israel and Arab countries. 

But the Middle East is a region where polit¬ 
ical theater plays well, and this gathering will 
have high drama and a backdrop of important 
political symbols that could allow it to renew 
tbe momentum 
of peacemaking 
between Israel 
and the 

Palestinians. 

- Egypt 
became the first 
Arab country to 
make peace 
with Israel 17 
years ago, when 
Israel returned 
the Sinai Penin¬ 
sula where the 
summit will 
take place. And 
Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent 

Mubarak 
Israeli 
Minister 
Shimon Peres, 
two stars of the 
summit, both 
replaced leaders 
..who were mur¬ 
dered for trying to make peace, and they live 
under the specter of the same fate. 

Presidents Clinton and Mubarak believe 
they can turn these symbols into something 
more substantive. . 

First, they hope the summit will serve to 
farther isolate Iran, which the US government 
says supports groups such as Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, which are fighting to eliminate 
Israel and establish an Islamic state in Pales¬ 
tine—all of tbe Gaza Strip, West Bank and 
Israel. 

The summit hosts hope the world leaders to 
issue a joint statement in support of peace and 


against terrorism, and to establish an interna¬ 
tional body through which governments, 
police and intelligence services could cooper¬ 
ate in Lhe battle against terrorism. And they 
want a charter obliging participating countries 
to prosecute terrorists. 

The “Summit of the Peacemakers" also is 
likely to further the integration of Israel into 
the Middle EasL 

Wednesday, among the 29 participants will 
be at least 10 Arab states, including Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and others that have been 
reluctant to appear publicly with Israel. 



“Israel was excluded from the Gulf War 
coalition, but today we are part of the coali¬ 
tion against terrorism," said Israeli Minister 
Yossi Beilin, one of the architects of the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace accords. 

For many, this is wishful thinking. While 
most commentators support the idea of an 
international peace conference, few are as 
optimistic as Beilin that the summit will bring 
cooperation between Israeli and Arab security 
services. 

The summit has underscored stubborn divi¬ 
sions in the Muslim world as countries are 

Continued on page 3 


Kabariti’s economic program: 

Realistic targets or 
wishful t hi nki n g? 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special lo The Star 
JUST OVER a month after 
taking office. Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim Kabariti hit the 
ground running, setting off on 
an ambitious series of eco¬ 
nomic reforms aimed at revi¬ 
talizing the Jordanian econ¬ 
omy. With many having seen 
these policies put forth in the 
past, with mixed results, some 
are beginning to ask whether 
the new “Kabariti era”, simply 
consists of more of the same 
unrealistic targets outlined 
under previous 

administrations. 

As outlined in his 28 Febru¬ 
ary address to the Parliament, 
the nine-point initiative, rang¬ 
ing from privatization to pov¬ 
erty, is part of the prime minis¬ 
ter’s package of economic 
stimulus initiatives aimed at 
breathing life into a seemingly 
lifeless Jordanian economy. 

"The Government will con¬ 
tinue to apply the economic 
reform program...which aims 
at ensuring continued growth 
of the gross domestic product,” 
the prime minister told Parlia¬ 
ment He also expressed hope 
that the measures would 
reduce the government and 
current account deficits to 2.5 
and 18 percent respectively by 
3998. 

Especially high on the new 
government’s list of priorities 
is the subject of investment. 
Specifically, the Government 
hopes to focus on legislation to 
encourage and facilitate activi¬ 
ties in this field. “The public 
sector will direct its attention 
lo laying the grounds and 
creating the right environment 
for investments...," Mr Kaba- 



Rifai 

riti noted. Through such a 
focus, the Government hopes 
that success in attracting 
investment will ultimately lead 
to prosperity in other areas 
such as unemployment, mone¬ 
tary stabilization, and foreign 
debt. 

An integral player in attract¬ 
ing investment is the newly 
formed Investment Promotion 
Corporation (IPC). Set up in 
accordance with Law 16 of 
1995, the IPC has the notable 
task of overseeing the nation's 
investment portfolio. As its 
director general. Dr Taleb 
Rifai explained, the IPC is the 
“implementation arm that exe¬ 
cutes [investment] policies to 
make sure the [government’s] 
goals are achieved." 

Reporting directly to the 
Higher Council for investment 
—a 13 member committee 
made up of ministers and 
headed by the prime minis¬ 
ter—the IPC has outlined three 
main objectives for itself in the 
current year. These include 
the inheritance of duties, for¬ 
merly at the Ministry of Indus¬ 
try and Trade as well as the 


Customs and Tax DepL, such 
as the granting of tax and cus¬ 
toms breaks; the overseeing of 
agencies such as the Ministry 
of Labor and the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities in an 
effort to avoid investors get¬ 
ting the "run-around”; and 
finally, the responsibility of 
promoting Jordan’s investment 
both domestically and 
internationally. 

Responding to concerns that 
Mr Kabariti’s nine-point meas¬ 
ures are too ambitious, Mr 
Rifai explains that the question 
is not whether these policies 
are ambitious but whether they 
are needed. “I believe we can¬ 
not do without these reforms,” 
Rifai notes. Expressing opti¬ 
mism about the current govern¬ 
ment’s resolve, Mr Rifai notes 
that the administration, “has a 
clear and political will to do 
it-..." 

While he admits there are 
major challenges to be over¬ 
come, specifically in rallying 
the support of tbe public sec¬ 
tor, Rifai does not question the 
government's determination. 
"Yes, we’re serious, and it can 
be done,” he confidently states. 

Others view the measures 
set forth as targets rather than 
programs. "These are ideals ” 
states Dr Fahed al Fanek, a 
local Jordanian economist 
‘To increase production, want 
gro w th...I think it’s a common 
policy of all governments," he 
explains. For Dr Fanek, the 
question is bow to attain these 
targets. 

Yet others still, believe tbe 
measures are not ambitious 
enough. “What’s needed are 
ambitious programs,” Mr Riad 

Continued on page 2 
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Would you believe that I really 
missed your friendly face!! 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 


Regent says terrorism 
contradicts the values of Islam 

AMMAN (Star)—Jordan and Israel stressed the importance 
of the Sharrn el-Sheikh summit held on Wednesday, in utut- 
ing moderate voices against violence. HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan the Regent, the Israeli Foreign Minis ter Ebud Barak, 
and Prime Minister Kabariti held a press conference on Tues¬ 
day. during Mr Barak’s brief visit to Jordan. 

Prince Hassan stressed the fact that such violent acts are in 
contradiction with Islam as “a humane system of values.” He 
added that Jihad is being misused by those for whom it is 
politicaly expedient to use violence. He said that “there are 
many moderate Moslem voices who condemn the accusation 
that there is anything related to Islam in the pictures of blood 
and violence in Ashkaion. Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.” 

On being asked about the existence of Hamas offices in 
Jordan, the Prince stressed that political offices of all kinds 
exist all over the world, and that Hamas itself has offices in 
London. “The peace treaty is committed to current and basic 
security, which we strive to protect, but it should not be seen 
as license within the rale or law to invade the rights of citi¬ 
zens.” He stressed that Jordan and Israel should realize that 
they are both equally committed to peace. “It is not the world 
that's calling us to order, but we who wish to see security and 
the rule of law prevail in our region.’' he aided. 

Barak said he was folly satisfied with Jordan’s security 
measures and the answers he received regarding Jordan’s 
handling of the issue. He hoped that the summit in Egypt will 
ensure future cooperation with a wider circle of countries in 
the region, leading to a sharing of intelligence and technology 
to suppress terrorism in the area. “We should fight terrorism 
like oar forefathers fought piracy on the high seas,” he added, 
and pointed out that through a global effort, piracy was eradi¬ 
cated in less than half a generation. 

On being asked how Israel proposes not to allow the cur¬ 
rent situation to lead to Islamophobia, Barak said that be j 
believed “all people of the civilized world know that [these ; 
violent acts] are not in the spirit of Islam, but rather contrary i 
to that spirit.” He further added that the gathering in Egypt is 
proof that most of the leaders of the Islamic world are against | 
terrorism and wish to fight it_B 


DUP out of the 
anti-normalization 
scene 

■ The Popular Committee for 
the Protection of foe Home-' 
land and Resistance to Nor¬ 
malization seems to be facing 
a split In its recent meeting, a 
row started over foe appoint¬ 
ment of two of its members. 
Dr Mustapba ShneHcat and Dr 
Kamal Nasser as ministers in 
foe Kabariti Government In 
what is perceived as an an ulti¬ 
matum to Dr Shneikat’s Dem¬ 
ocratic Unity Party (DUP). &e 
committee asked foe party to 
either expel foe minister or 
withdraw him from foe cabi¬ 
net. Being what they are. the 
DUP stood by their man and 
walked out of the meeting. 

The DUP argues that though 
it is a member of foe commit¬ 
tee. it has the right as an inde¬ 
pendent party, to have differ¬ 
ent views on foe many issues 
of the committee. The DUP 
endorsed Shneikat’s ministe¬ 
rial designation on foe basis of 
its conviction and approved by 
its democratic institutions. 
Hence, the DUP rejects any 
interference in its internal 
affairs. Strong words indeed. 

DUP’s deputy secretary 
general Mr Fahmi Katkut said 


“we are interested to give foe 
Government and foe minister 
(Sbeikat) a chance, and then 
asses their performance in as 
for as deepening public free¬ 
doms. the elections law, dia¬ 
logue with foe political parties, 
foe press, and human rights are 
concerned." But what is 
strange is that the DUP was 
never consulted on Shniekat’s 
appointment Like many oth¬ 
ers, he was approached as an 
individual deputy. 

Ministry of Higher 
Education’s future 
at stake 

■ Higher education, university 
policies and admissions, and 
financial allowances at univer¬ 
sities are burning issues that 
have recently been brought 
into focus by seminars, parlia¬ 
mentary debates, and press 
reports. These however, didn’t 
do much to help the Ministry 
of Higher Education. It is 
going to the chop, or so it 
seems. 

The Lower House is 
expected to debate foe Govern¬ 
ment’s new draft law on higher 
education. As part of its strat¬ 
egy to revamp education, foe 
Government wants to abolish 
foe said ministry. 


Some argue that there is no 
need for a ministry if the 
autonomy of state universities 
is ensured, their financiers 
guaranteed, and administration 
is well set up. But even then 
these universities cannot solve 
the problem of foe dozens of 
thousands of annual secondary 
school leavers who seek uni¬ 
versity education. The raising 
of university fees as a means 
of limiting university enroll¬ 
ment only recycles the prob¬ 
lem and increases unemploy¬ 
ment Coordination with the 
ministry of education could 
help to find a radical solution, 
but it will be a long therapy 
course. The education policy 
and orientation at this ministry 
need, still, deeper review and 
replanning. This can only be 
properly done through the 
involvement of all those con¬ 
cerned in foe country. 

L. ^yers election 
heat 

■ The sudden resignation of 
Dr Kama! Nasser, former 
chairman of the Jordanian’s 
Lawyers Association to 
become the ? Minister of 
Administrative ‘ Development, 
led to a heated competition 
between Jordanian lawyers. 

The post, now up for grabs 
has sort many lawyers 
scurrying. 

Though foe number of can¬ 
didates has already reached 
seven, the association failed to 
hold a general meeting last Fri¬ 
day because there was no quo¬ 
rum. The meeting will be con¬ 
vened tomorrow Friday, while 
the elections will take place 19 
ApriL 

Lawyers Ziad Khasawneh, a 
nationalist, and Mr Saleh A1 
Armoti, supported by the Isla¬ 
mists, will run for foe post of 
president. 

Fixing the journalist 
Identity 

■ The Legal Commission of 
the Lower House has been 
reviewing the Jordan Press 
Association's provisional draft 
law for the last two weeks. 
Should the Government sug¬ 
gest any 'amendments "tb its 
articles, then foe whole law 
would have to be withdrawn 
from any parliamentary debate. 

The Star learned foe adjust¬ 
ments to the Provisional Law 
touch upon the definition of a 
journalist He should be a 
writer, a reporter, or an editor, 
or anyone who has a university 
degree in journalism . Workers 
at news agencies. Radio, or 
TV, should also be seen as 
journalists. Training at news¬ 
papers is also dropped as a 
condition for JPA membership. 
However, standing orders for 
chief editors remain as they 
are, otherwise foe Press and 


Publishing Law would have 
to be amended. If these 
amendments are to be 
approved, the JPA ranks will 
certainly grow stronger, and 
its efficiency and influence 
will also be greater. 

Two Egyptian 

lawyers volunteer 

to defend Shbeilat . 

■ In its session on Sunday, foe 
State Security Court witnessed 
a sharp verbal exchange 
between Shbeilat*s lawyer and 
foe prosecutor-generaL 

According to Al Maid weekly, 
each reserved the right to fol¬ 
low legal procedures against 
foe other at a later stage. 

The dispute between the 
defending lawyer Jawad Yunis 
and foe prosecutor-general 
Mahmoud Ubeidar erupted 
during the questioning of the 
witness Bassam Baddarin, a 
correspondent of Al Quds Al 
Arabi , who interviewed Shbei- 
lai in July 1995. but that issue 
of foe newspaper was censored 
by the Press and Publishing 
DepL 

In a later session this week, 
lawyer Ahmed Najdawi. also 
for the defence announced at 
the Court foe arrival of two 
Egyptian lawyers to join 
Shbeilat’s defense committee. 
They are Dr Abdel Halim 
Mandour and Dr Kamel Man- 
dour. There is an agreement 
between Jordan and Egypt 
where lawyers can defend cli¬ 
ents in either country. 

While questioning the wit¬ 
ness, Mr Yunis was inter¬ 
rupted by Ubeidat who 
accused foe defender of play¬ 
ing with the witnesses memory 
and called on foe judge to con¬ 
sider the presentation of a pho¬ 
tocopy of the interview as sat¬ 
isfactory. Yunis didn't accept 
that and regarded the prosecu¬ 
tor as fragmenting foe 
defender’s evidence. 

Objections and counter 
objections from both sides led 
to accusations and counter 
accusations. The session was 
adjourned. .Meanwhile, the 
Engineers Association called 
on their members and engi¬ 
neering-companies to partici¬ 
pate in a two hour sit-in, from 
11 am to 1 pm today, Thurs¬ 
day, 14 March, in solidarity 
with Shbeilat The sit-in is to 
be held in foe Prossional Asso¬ 
ciation Complex. 

Hammad: In for the 
chop! 

■ Former Interior Minister 
Saiameb Hammad might be 
taken to court for “a number of 
administrative abuses," said Al 
Bilad Weekly. It added that 
Hammad is criticized for giv- - 
ing public bus routes and of 
distributing state-owned land 
to certain individuals. Al Bilad 



New elections law viewed 


■ Deputy Toujan Faisal said the elections law 
presented tty the Government maintains two 
basic and essential defects. They are: tihe.oae 
man one vote, and foe malcfistri- ' 
bution of seats in accordance 
with population density. At a 
seminar organized by the Jorda¬ 
nian Popular Unity Party she 
said that the law authorizes the 
interior minister to appoint poll 
committees to look into foe 
objections of candidates during 
elections. If the committee 
decides that there are irregulari¬ 
ties then the candidate has "'the 
right to demand foe suspension 
of voting and call for a special 
judge to look into the issue. 

Mrs Faisal also noted that 
indictments as provided by this - 
law are not properly elaborated and will be 
dropped in six month. She said that minorities 
should be represented, and their candidates be 
allowed to run for elections in any constitu¬ 
ency and for any seat. 




Dr Fabd Eanek said the one man one vote 
system is best as it brings about the most rep¬ 
resentative system, avoids the possibility of 
^ any "group receiving votes 
incomparable with its real 
size, and frees political plat¬ 
forms from blackmail.. 

Dr Ratib Janddi called for 
a democratic election law 
through the scrutintzation of 
foe whole legal system, espe¬ 
cially the separation between, 
the three authorities. He said a 
deputy is a representative of 
foe nation, and that foe powers 
of both houses of Parliament 
should be separated in favor 
of foe Lower House as far as 
legislation - is concerned. 

Juneidi added that there 
should be guarantors which insure the dep¬ 
uty's stability, and his function in monitoring 
'and passing laws free from political 
appeasement 


noted that these accusations 
have been combined with 
rumors about foe ‘expropria¬ 
tion’ of state lands by certain 
public figures and the abuse of 
public positions illegally. It 
pointed out that Prime Minister 
Kabariti’s prompt reply to dep¬ 
uty Bassam Umoush’s ques¬ 
tions in this regard, which 
expressed foe Government’s 
regret for those shortcomings 
and hoping they wouldn't re- 
accur in the future, clearly 
acknowledges that those viola¬ 
tions actually rook place. 

In feet, the reopening of dis¬ 
cussion mi such matters in the 
Lower House, and Umoosh’s 
accusation of Hammad as a 
‘centre of corruption' during 
his ministerial term, constitute 
another .factor for Hammad’s. 
possible bringing before- -the 
court, Al Bilad believes. Still 
more. Kabariti asked Umousb 
to forward to the Prosecutor 
General or to foe Government 
any document that supports his 
statement This confirms the 
Kabariti Government's deter¬ 
mination to take anybody to 
the court for mismanagement 
if relevant documents are 
provided. 

Letter to Sharm el * 
Sheikh summit 

The President of the General 
Union of Palestinian Women 
Samieha Khalil addressed foe 
Sharam ei Sheikh Summit. In a 


Parties of the national front 
discuss unity 


■ It seems that everybody is 
merging. Well not everybody, 
for some are as distinct in their 
political aura and Ideology as 
black and white. Still foe four 
centrist parties, those of foe 
National Coalition, Progress 
and Justice, Al Yaqfoa, and Al 
Waian parties are coming 
together again. Only last week 
they met to try and turn them¬ 
selves into one party. Although 
they are United in a loose coali¬ 
tion,. foe Jordanian National 
Front, their movement towards 
integration started last year. - 
‘ But why foe delay? They more or less have the same ideol- 
’ ogy and outlook and believe in the finer things in life. But 
1 one foing remains a problem. Most of foe leaders of these 
* patties want to be bosses. Most, are, in their respective 
sphere. Al Rawabdeb of the Al Yaqaiha, the old man of poli¬ 
tics would certainly not see eye to eye with Ali Farid Al 
Sa’ad, foe Progress and Justice chief of Jordanian tobacco. 


Ji 


Realistic targets or wishful thinking? 


opinion regarding the level of 
ambition of the measures, most 
believe that Mr Kabariti does 
bring something new to gov¬ 
ernment which his predeces¬ 
sors missed. “The difference 
is style." Mr Khouri explains. 
He believes Mr Kabariti brings 
to the prime ministry, a “mod¬ 
em" approach to politics. Spe¬ 
cifically. he rites foe new. 
prime minister's ability to deal 
with opposing views and opin¬ 
ions as a welcome attribute. 
Nevertheless, he warns that 
this may not be enough to sig¬ 
nificantly affect foe state of the 
economy. He is hopeful, how¬ 
ever. that Mr Kabariti can “tip 
the scale in the right 
direction.’’ 

For Mr Rifai, the difference 
is not so much in Mr Kabariti’s 
economic plan, but in the cur¬ 
rent political environment 


This Government had to 
come at the right time," he 
stated. Giving much credit to 
previous administrations for 
leading the nation through a 
period of "transition,” Mr Rjfai 
notes that the major difference 
in this Government is that the 
nation has now reached the 
“implementation stage.” For 
this reason. Mr Rifai has high 
hopes for foe success of foe 
programs. 

Dr al Fanek. while also laud¬ 
ing previous administrations in 
dealing with the economic cri¬ 
sis of 1989 and working to sta¬ 
bilize foe dinar, believes that 
the Government is, more or 
less, a continuation of previous 
Governments. He explains that 
the economic programs of the 
country are goals that “all gov¬ 
ernments strive for,” as out¬ 
lined by International Mone¬ 
tary Fund (IMF) programs. 
For this* reason, Al Fanek 
places less emphasis on the tar- 


letter to foe delegates, she 
reminded than of foe Israeli 
actions of mass manslaughter, 
destruction and imprisonment 
of Palestinians, the letter said 
that since the Madrid Confer¬ 
ence in October 1991, Israel- 
has killed 400 Palestinians, 
imprisoned 1.550 people, 
uprooted 30.292 trees. demol¬ 
ished 232 houses and confis¬ 
cated 253,084 dunums. . 


gets themselves, and more on 
foe approach that will be taken 
to achieve them. 

There is a consensus that the 
measures outlined by foe prime 
minister are long term goals, 
with some, such as Dr Fanek 
explaining that these will, con¬ 
tinue to be the nation's goals 
for years to come. Mr Rifai 
echoes this sentiment, calling it 
a “slow process” that will * 
result in “no sudden break¬ 
throughs or surprises." 

With foe' November 1997 
elections on the horizon, how¬ 
ever,. and 22 members of the 
administration up for re- 
election, including foe prime 
minister, some prefer to meas¬ 
ure the success of foe programs 
against a less demanding criter¬ 
ion. . Things are better 
dow— than they were two years . 
ago [andj they will be better at 
foe end of *96 than they are 
now," Mr Rifai, who places 
more importance on “putting 
the mechanism in place"* rather 
than setting timetables for its 
completion, explains. ■ 



Leaders agree 
to cooperate 
insecurity 
matters 

Continued from page 1 
foe peace process on track—a 
proposal originally made by 
foe Syrians who boycotted foe 
summit 

Presidents Clinton and 
Mubarak avoided any criti¬ 
cism of Syria's President 
Assad for not attending the 
summit. President Mubarak 
said Syria is committed to 
peace while Mr Clinton told 
reporters that Syria had its rea¬ 
sons for not attending. 

In a joint press conference. 
Mr Clinton and Mr Mubarak 
avoided specific question 
about what concrete actions 
will be taken to combat terror¬ 
ism and reassure the Israelis. 
Mr Clinton said people should 
look at what was- achieved 
rather at what was not and said 
he was satisfied at the historic 
gathering and the commitment . 
to peace that was generated. 

.While, world leaders were 
meeting in southern Sinai, 
Hamas and ocher militant 
groups renewed their pledge to 
resume attacks against Israelis 
in an Islamic’ conference to 
confront the terrorism summit 
which was held in Lebanon on 
Wednesday. ■ 
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Islamists 
attack 
summit 

Continued tram page I 
and justifying its con¬ 
vening as a way to pro¬ 
vide unequivocal sup¬ 
port to the peace 
process. They under- 
. fined that Jordan was 
. too a victim of terror- 
ism. They added that 
the s ummit will provide 
means to support the 
Palestinians m their 
attempt to form their 
own state, while depriv¬ 
ing foe anti-peace 
forces of the opportu¬ 
nity of undermining 
that effort 

While underlining 
foe 1AF rejection of all 
forms of terrorism, 
spokesman of the IAF 
Mr ffamzeb Mansoor 
pointed oat-that dele¬ 
gates to the summit 
should address foe con¬ 
tinued occupation of 
Palestine and the evac- 
; nation of Its people; foe 
continued occupation of 
Jerusalem and Israel's 
insistence on regarding 
it a s Its eternal capital; 
demolishing Pales tinian 
houses; land confisca¬ 
tion and settlement con¬ 
struction; collective 
punishment or Palestin¬ 
ians; foe imprisonment 
of Palestinians includ¬ 
ing the elderly, women, 
and children; and the 
continued occupation of 
southern Lebanon. 
"Are these not acts of 
terrorism?” he asked. 

He charged that 
- Israel's terrorism Is 
supported materially 
and morally while It 
continues to Ignore 
international resolu¬ 
tions. That leaves no 
alternative to the peo¬ 
ple but to resort to 
legitimate forms of 
national resistance 

Which Is leg al under all 

Laws and norms, Man- 
sour said. 

Another IAF deputy. 
Dr Hammam Said, 
expressed Ms surprise 
over Jordan’s position 
in support of Israel and 
stated that the Jewish 
entity has not returned 
the holy places It occu¬ 
pies. He demanded the 
government to stop Its 
. denunciation and to 
break away from the 
American grip. ■ 

Experts 

sceptical 

Continued from page 1 

acts, and Jordan also cannot 
accept foe fact that artificial 
obstacles are put in foe way of 
peace." He added "We have 
committed ourselves to foe 
peace process, to regional 
cooperation, to democracy, to 
peaceful coexistence in foe 
region. Therefore Jordanian 
foreign policy should be very 
adamant on this position." ■ 



• Big flat in Jabal Lweibdeh 
to share, 10 minutes from foe 
French Cultural Center. Free at 
end of March. JD 120 per 
month. Please call Claudia or 
Benny. Tel: 611712, evening. 



• Tbe jordan jonriiaEsts iaetegatton who were invited 
tty;Cyprus Airways to- visit <typrn& .(Top, left, to right), 
Samir Kiwi (Rif), MrOehtfus Naftis (Cyprns Touri^m 
Organfeation T ME & Gul^/ Nabfl Ghishan ( Aswnq), 
. Musa BajaH(TJrdun JadJd), Nader AjaOat (Ad Das- 
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Mahmoud F&ris (Storj, Atfni Madia (Cyprus 
Airways, Amman). 
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Summit brings Israel out 
of the cold, highlights 
divisions in Muslim world 

Continued from page 2 

forced to show, through their attendance, whether they sup¬ 
port or repudiate the Middle East peace process. Some gov¬ 
ernments and Islamic militants charge that the conference is 
a sham to legitimize US and Israeli dominance in the 
region, condone harsh security measures against Palestin¬ 
ians and undermine what they regard as a legitimate right 
for Arabs to fight to liberate their occupied territories. 

In the words of a commentator in the Lebanese daily An 
Nahar, Wednesday's meeting in the tiny Red. Sea resort of 
Sharm el -Sheik is intended to "abolish the difference 
between terrorism and resistance.” The main criticism being 
leveled against the conference is that the meeting came only 
in response to the killing of Israeli citizens; the world’s out¬ 
rage was far less vocal in response to past attacks by Israel's 
army or to killings committed by Jewish extremists against 
Arabs. 

But other Arab governments, hoping for a Mideast peace 
that would bring greater stability and prosperity, have 
responded enthusiastically to the call for the conference. 
Not coincidentally, some of these regimes are threatened 
themselves by the rising tide of Islamic extremism. 

But because popular opinion in most Arab countries has 
been slow to reconcile itself ro peace with Israel, participa¬ 
tion in a high-profile summit called in response to a recent 
wave of violence against Israelis has been a politically risky 
option for many Arab governments. 

Clinton drew a line in the sand over the summit, putting 
those who attend on the side of peace and those who do not 
on the side of what he termed “the merchants of hatred," or 
terrorists. 

Several of the Arab countries that are weighing in tor 
peace may be doing so because they, too, face threats from 
Islamic extremists rather than because they embrace Israel. 

Nonetheless, they are standing on Israel's side of the 
desert line, while neighboring Syria and Lebanon opted to 
remain on die other side. In the camp of Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Sudan and other states that allegedly support terrorism. The 
United States is brokering peace talks between Israel and 
Syria, and tried along with Mubarak to get Syrian President 
Hafez Assad to attend. Assad refused. 

Israel's internal politics has colored some criticism of the 
summit Opponents of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
dismiss the gathering as a transparent effort to rescue the 
election bid of Peres in the May 29 national vote, and to 
prop up the regime of Palestinian Authority President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat. 

Leaders of Israel's opposition Likud Party say the sum¬ 
mit* is political theater rather than a serious effort to combat 
terrorism. 

“It will not save one Jewish soul,” said Ariel Sharon, a 
former defense minister and hard-line Likud member of 
Parliament 

Undoubtedly, an international event thaL seems so pro- 
Israel will help Peres, who is rumored to have conceived 
the idea of the summit. And it is uue that a four-hour meet¬ 
ing will not be much of a shirt-sleeves work session. The 
participants cannot expect to produce an anti-terrorism net¬ 
work on the spot. 

As for Arafat the summit's goal of forming a charter 
obliging signatories to prosecute terrorists is aimed at him 
as much as anyone. 

Publicly, US and Israeli officials have been enthusiastic 
about Arafat's most recent crackdown on Hamas and the 
- militant group Islamic Jihad in Gaza and the West Bank 
after a rash of suicide bombings in Israel that took more 
than 60 lives. Some officials suggest that he has finally 
abandoned his policy of trying to negotiate Hamas’ entry 
into the new Palestinian political system. 

Under pressure from Israel and the United States, Arafat 
has arrested more than 600 militants. Including 10 of 13 top 
Hamas military and political leaders on a list provided by 
Israel. He-has ordered searches of mosques. Islamic col¬ 
leges and universities, and Hamas social services centers. 

But privately some Americans and Israelis are skeptical 
■that Arafat means to persevere to the point of breaking 
Hamas. They fear that soon be will release the detainees as 
he has in the past. 

Some political analysts insist that a summit with so many j 
Arab leaders lining up against terrorism gives Arafat more j 
leeway to take on Hamas without appearing to be doing 
Israel’s dirty work. 

Security analyst Schiff. on the other hand, warns that the 
summit could take the pressure off Arafat. He says that by 
sitting the Palestinian leader at the table with heads of states 
for a conference against terrorism, the international commu¬ 
nity “grants him legitimacy as a fighter of terror before he 
actually has done it." ■ 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, receives the Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud Barak at the Royal Court, Tuesday. 
The meeting was attended by Prime Minister Abdel Karim At Kabriti They discussed the current peace process and the 
importance of security. Later they held a press conference. (See related story on 2). 


Muhamed Mrahorovic, the Bosnian Charge d’affaires 

Dyton Agreement is not 
a just solution to Bosnia 

The second main factor that helped to trigger the Bosnia issue is the 
prevailing situation in Europe. In fact, Europe today tries hard to 
restore its lost position as a cradle of civilization, and its former 
significance as a great continent in this globe. 



EDITOR’S NOTE: Last 
week, the Embassy of Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina in Amman 
celebrated their country's In¬ 
dependence Day. On that oc¬ 
casion, professor Muhamed 
Mrahorovic, the Bosnian 
Charge d’affaires at the Em¬ 
bassy spoke to The Star’s 
Awni Abu Ghosh. Excerpts 
follow: 

How do you see the situa¬ 
tion regarding Bosnia after 
the Dyton Agreement? 

Emphasis is now being lak^ 
on the Dyton Accord which 
was signed by the Bosnian 
government, and is accepted by 
the Bosnian people and other 
nationalities who cherish peace 
in Bosnia. Other nations— 
who didn't take part in the ag¬ 
gression against Bosnia, or per¬ 
petrated any of the crimes, dis¬ 
posal and extortion against the 
Bosnian people, or implement¬ 
ed the fascist thoughts that are 
perpetuated by the Serbian 
Democratic Party. President 
Malochivic, and his stooge 
Karadovic—have also accepted 
this accord. 

In spite of our support for 
the Dyton Agreement, we do 
not see it as a just solution to 
the Bosnia problem, and espe¬ 
cially to its majority; the Bos¬ 
nian (Boshnaqi) people. In ac¬ 
cordance with internationally 
and Europe-recognized values, 
people that is exposed to exter¬ 
nal aggression has the right to 
resist and defend itself. Though 
the world community acknowl¬ 
edged the aggression against 
Bosnia and pledged—through 
many UN resolutions—to de¬ 
fend it, nothing of the kind has 
regrettably happened. We, the 
Bosnians, turned to the Europe¬ 
an democracies asking for their 
help to rebuff foreign aggres¬ 
sion, but our request for Bos¬ 
nia's right to self- 
determination was turned 
down. 

Do you think the inherited 
Balkan relations have pro¬ 
longed Bosnian sufferings? 
Or have certain European 
countries any interest in not 
realizing a just solution to 
the Bosnian problem? 

The triggering of the Bosni¬ 
an crisis has its old roots. The 
comprehension of these factors 
will certainly help to under¬ 
stand the ongoing conflict, and 
to finally solve it. The old Ser¬ 
bian Kingdom has traditional 
aspirations in Bosnia. Many 
wars were launched in the past 
to achieve that end. the most 
important and decisive of 
which was in 1389. The Serbs 
were defeated by the Ottomans 
on Bushnaqs. So their role and 
prestige diminished in ihc re¬ 
gion. especially in terms of 
their relations with the Croa- 
lians and Bosnians. Mean¬ 
while, the strength and influ¬ 
ence of Bosnia increased in the 
coming years at the expense of 
the vanquished Serbia. In the 
15th ccmury, Bosnia adopted 
Islam even sometime before 
the Ottomans conquered the 
Balkans. 

it should also be mentioned 
that rivalry among the Slovene 
nations in ihat region persisted 
ever since the Crusades. 
Though the Bosnian people 
was not Christian (Catholic or 
Orthodox) before embracing 
Islam, it was subjected to five 


Mrahorovic 

crusade invasions. The Bosni¬ 
an people's original religion 
before Islam was the main rea¬ 
son for their conquest. The 
Bosnians then were regarded 
as apostates from the prevail¬ 
ing Christianity in the region. 
Hence, they should be fought, 
and be forcibly convened to 
Christianity. 

Therefore, religion can be 
thought of as an essential fac¬ 
tor in determining relations 
and launching wars among the 
European Kingdoms at the 
time. This proved true espe¬ 
cially after the Ottomans re¬ 
treated from the Balkans. 

Several wars were launched 
against the Boshnaqi people 
to eliminate and expel them 
from Europe and the Balkan. 
The Boshnaqs have now be¬ 
come representatives of the 
oriental religion and civiliza¬ 
tion. It was the Serbs who took 
up the task against the Bosh¬ 
naqs, especially as the chau¬ 
vinist ideas started to penetrate 
the Serbian church. This is not 
to mean that we accuse the 
Serbian church of its inhuman 
actions. 

The present Serbian attempt 
at Bosnia is the eleventh of its 
kind. Unfortunately, it is tak¬ 
ing place now at the turn of 
the 21 century. 

The second main factor that 
helped to trigger the Bosnia is¬ 
sue is the prevailing situation 
in Europe. In fact. Europe to¬ 
day tries hard to restore its lost 
position a*, a cradle of civiliza¬ 
tion. and its former signifi¬ 
cance as a great continent in 
this globe. 

Do you believe ihat Eu¬ 
rope’s attempts to regain its 
international position pro¬ 
ceed from these considera¬ 
tions? * 

Yes. experience shows that 
Europe's traditional drives 
have come up once every half 
a century. Though wars were 
the main manifestation, it was 
only ihc form of the wars that 
has changed. For instance, un¬ 
der Tito, these drives were gal¬ 


vanized by the cadres dominat¬ 
ing in the economic, scientific, 
military, security, and other 
fields of life and government. 
This was followed by the Serb 
settlements in Bosnia to enact 
demographic changes in the 
country. AH the more so as 
many Bosnians abandoned 
these areas for others in search 
for job opportunities. Then 
came Che 'agrarian reform' pol¬ 
icies under which lands were 
seized from the Boshnaqs and 
handed over to the new Serbian 
settlers. Hence, the Bosnian 
people became poor, without 
land and uprooted in Lheir own 
homeland. 

What are the difficulties 
you are now facing in the re¬ 
construction or Bosnia? 

Economic relations among 
the countries of the region 
should be developed. However. 
I believe it is ihe legitimate 
right of the Bosnian govern¬ 
ment to request the neighboring 
expansionist states to give up 
their aggressive plans against 
Bosnia. Its also the right of our 
government to receive compen¬ 
sations lor (he destruction and 
destitution inflicted upon our 
people by such states. These 
compensations will effectively 
contribute to the reconstruction 
process. How then can Bosnia 
establish economic relations 
with Serbia and Black Moun¬ 
tain if its infrastructures are de¬ 
stroyed and taken centuries 
back? However. 1 am sure that 
many commercial companies 
and investment projects of the 
private sector in both countries 
have already resumed their for¬ 
mer relations and economic ac¬ 
tivities. 

Bosnia's economic relations 
with Croatia were not interrupt¬ 
ed at all during the last years. 
The corporations and institu¬ 
tions of the private and public 
sector in both countries have 
developed their relations even 
further. 

We maintain excellent rela¬ 
tions with Slovenia, as well as 
other European countries. In 


fact, a number of Bosnian pri¬ 
vate companies continue to ec¬ 
onomically cooperate with their 
counterparts in European coun¬ 
tries. Geographical location and 
transport communications 
among the European countries 
are yet additional factors which 
facilitate business. Personally, I 
don't see any obstacle in the 
way of resuming economic re¬ 
lations between Bosnia and the 
other European states provided 
that they are based on equality 
and parity. 

What are the possibilities, 
prospects, and criteria for 
European integration? 

This is on important issue. 
Perhaps, it won’t be that long 
before valves of tolerance dom¬ 
inate again in Europe, and ma¬ 
licious feelings against smaller 
nations and different civiliza¬ 
tions and cultures in the conti¬ 
nent vanish. Islam has become 
one of Europe's values. So 
there is no need to fear it or its 
peoples. Once Europe acknowl¬ 
edges this fact, it will start re¬ 
gaining its previous role and 
prestige. It was in Europe that 
dialogue on rapprochement 
among cultures and civilization 
began. Philosophic, social, and 
religious discussions on the fij- 
■ture of the world sprouted in 
this continent first as of wheth¬ 
er the world was moving to¬ 
wards conflict or co-existence 
of religious and cultures. How¬ 
ever. some European countries 
seem now to have understood 
these values which will shape 
ihc future. 

How are Jordao-Bosnia re¬ 
lations standing now? 

Our bilateral relations with 
Jordan are very good. The 
many signed agreements and 
joint statements testify to this 
fact. They all include deep root¬ 
ed values. Among others, [here 
is the bilateral agreement on 
educational and cultural coop¬ 
eration. Very soon an economic 
agreement on economic coop¬ 
eration will also be signed. 

We especially appreciate the 
Jordanian people and govern¬ 
ment’s material, moral and po¬ 
litical support to Bosnia. These 
relations are developing contin¬ 
uously. especially as this coun¬ 
try's people, government and 
King have clearly understood 
the true nature of the Bosnian : 
problem, and have accordingly 
defined lheir position. We are 
very grateful to them ail. 

What about the Jordan- 
Bosnia Friendship Society? 

The establishment of this so¬ 
ciety is a reflection of the Jor¬ 
danian people’s position from 
the Bosnian people. It has been 
created by the initiative of Jor¬ 
danian citizens and intellectuals 
to support our people and our 
embassy in Amman. I am 
afraid 1 can't find the appropri¬ 
ate words to express my feel¬ 
ings and appreciation for thaL 

In the near future, the pro¬ 
gram of the society will enter 
Tls second phase, especially in 
the field of- culture. Besides 
strengthening cooperation 
among university professors in 
both countries, the society will 
also help the translation and 
publishing of a number of old 
Bosnian manuscripts of scien¬ 
tific and cultural value. ■ 


Point^l 

By Rued Al Abed 
Who’s who in the corruption game 

We could pin the blame on anybody in our search for 
reasons for our deteriorating economic situation. Bui wc 
don't have to search too far. In our fight of corruption, | 
both legally and administratively, we should focus on a 1 
handful of opportunists who have abused the country's g 
resources, pilfered public money, and used their influence I 
to satisfy their own needs at the country's expense. 8 

As we enter the peace era. we are faced with a local I 
economy that is still controlled and manipulated by a mi- | 
noricy of the population. The rest pay taxes. We tali; 1 
about corruption in seminars and we mention it in public § 
statements. Bui what else have we done? 1 

Wc have stopped short of answering a simple question: 1 
How a small country like Jordan ended up with a foreign | 
debt burden of S7 billion, high rates of poverty and uncm- g 
ployment and a low standard of living? Beyond that what jj 
can a 31-member government do to alleviate such prob- f 
lems. Can anybody? 1 

In the age of transparent government, our people still 2 
ask about die fate of billions of dollars in donations and g 
financial support which Jordan had received from Arab 1 
and other foreign countries in the past decades? | 

One answer comes from the man in the street with g 
many mouths to feed: “It has gone with the wind." 1 

The other answer, which was shocking, came faun Mrs | 
Joan Spero. the American under secretary of stale lor ece- \ 
nomic and agricultural affairs, who said that the United \ 
Slates has given a lot of financial support to Jordan, but I 
had stopped as it learned a lesson from the 1960s-, 70s. g 
and 80s when billions were flowing out of Jordan into I 
private accounts. Mrs Spero was coni mailing—during 1 

the Amman Economic Summit in October Iasi ye; it— on a 1 
question about the decrease and the subsequent end of 8 

.American financial support for Jordan, compared to tha: | 

which is given to Israel. During the same event, other do- | 
nors and participants spoke of corruption. | 

Even in the democratic era. we still have riot reached u g 
stage at which we can see an official in court accused of 2 
corruption because fighting such activities is .in arduous 
business. 

However, the 70-page government policy program 
which was presented to the Lower House last week was 
described as on apology for the past, and die start of a 
clean-up campaign at all levels. I 

It is true that the Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabu- I 
riti is seriously working to end some ministerial privileg¬ 
es. It is positive to hear that officials arc struggling 
against bureaucracy, corruption and mismanagement. Bu: 
it is the right time to dig into the past because our deep 
economic problems are related to previous financial mis- § 
management. j? 

Unveiling greed will not damage Jordan's image. On I 
the contrary, it will create trust and deepen cooperation | 
with other countries who seek greater economic ties with ? 
us, but who no longer want to hear excuses. * 

Fingers point to those who must be questioned about | 
their role. But the amazing thing is that those personali- | 
ties who were involved in such activities are still occupy- 5 
ing important positions in official circles. . | 

Jordanians have a right to know and bring those guilty I 
of misusing public funds to justice. Courts exist, the press B 
is alive and.strong, files are in the hands,of the govern- g 
menu so there's no time to waste.’* § 


The Star 

Classifieds are free of 
charge. 

Fax messages to 648-298 



• -vysukhara ,wantsjtp.taice,you on artrijb . . . 

Saturda^’^e^pff;t.6:Goa^' the most 
tf&A exotic are^ffSpw-West’-fijaUie-to.- 
enjoy India's porkjspeaalti^. Mon days we're 
off to Bombay Indja'$ largest city.and creator 
-. of India’s traditional cmsme. Wednesday our 
.7; next and finaf stop is Kashmir known 
-for its meat specialties from the Tandoori - 

•'A-'ti/. -7 1 . J 'Ik. . n 



Uniquely In ter • C oritinerital 




























4 THE STAR 



Our Say 


Combating terrorism 


THE COMING days should provide clues to whether the “Summit of the Peacemak¬ 
ers” was able to salvage the Palestinian-Israeli peace process. Palestinians and Israe¬ 
lis have both been hurt physically and emotionally in recent weeks as a result of the 
wave of suicide bombings carried out by radical Palestinian groups. Initial Israeli 
public reaction was understandably extreme with calls emanating from all directions 
to reverse the ongoing process and clamp down on Palestinians everywhere. But the 
majority of Israelis still support the labor government and its efforts to conclude a 
lasting settlement with the Palestinians. 

The Palestinians, on the other hand, have suffered as a result of Israel’s blanket 
closure of common borders. Tens of thousands of laborers stayed home while in oth¬ 
er areas Israel imposed curfews and rounded up Palestinian youths. On his part, PNA 
President Arafat clamped down on Hamas and all operations affiliated with it from 
mosques to nurseries to universities. Some believe he may have gone too far by ar¬ 
resting prominent political leaders of the influential organization. But if one thing is 
clear, even to the leaders meeting in Sharm el-Sheikh on Wednesday, collective pun¬ 
ishment and economic blockade are a sure recipe for more despair and frustration— 
two main causes of radicalism and extremism in Palestinian areas. 

His Majesty King Hussein’s address at the summit focused on a number of issues 
that need to be taken into account when confronting terrorism. One is that terrorism 
is not part of Islam or Islamic culture; and second is that despair and frustration pro¬ 
vide a fertile ground for extremism. World leaders know that for the on-going pro¬ 
cess to prevaif in the region it must offer two things; genuine peace and genuine se¬ 
curity. So far and as far as the Israel i-Palestinian accord is concerned, the process has 
failed to provide both. 

Genuine peace means complete Israeli withdrawal from Palestinian territories and 
the restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinians. That includes genuine 
separation between Israel and Palestine where the Palestinians can run their political, 
economic and social affairs. On the other hand. Israel has full right to genuine securi¬ 
ty. Only a free and empowered entity can give that to Israel. 

While these facts are easy to state than put into practice, Israel and the Palestinians 
must work together to achieve them. Hamas' popularity is a barometer of the success 
and failure of the bilateral agreements struck between Mr Arafat and Mr Peres so far. 
Even if Mr Arafat and Israel were able to stamp out Hamas from the Palestinian terri¬ 
tories today, they will not be able to cut off the blood line which kept it alive all 
these years. Disenchanted youth in refugee camps, unemployed young men with 
families to feed in forgotten hamlets, and even merchants and intellectuals are poten¬ 
tial Hamas supporters if they feel oppressed, persecuted and forgotten. Hamas is 
more than a group of suicide bombers. It has carried the burden of government under 
Israeli occupation, running schools and social centers and caring for the deprived. 
Unless the PNA succeeds in taking over these responsibilities, Israel, Mr Arafat and 
the world will continue to wage a losing battle against extremism. ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


Legislative Council has to decide 
on the issue 


Dear Sir. 


I NOTED the critical remarks by 
Arnii Abu Ghosh on the Palestin¬ 
ian Court's decision to drop seven 
post-elections appeals (The Star, 

No 44, 7 March). To th3t I would 
like to comment by saying: 

This can hardly be thought of 
as a decision: it is a refusal to de- tf | 
dde. let alone to be fair and just §§g 
The forum, itself, the CEC and 
the whole procedure owe their 
very existence to the PEL of 1995. 

The cases were well drafted and 
properly presented in due course 
against (he defendant specified by the law, Le. 
the CEC. To hoodwink the proper law and re- 
>or! to a repealed law Is a flagrant injustice 
comparable only to that muititnde of violations 
by the court and Executive alike. 

It is being conceived to have the whole issue 



reviewed by the Council itself, 
turn should direct and advise 


which in ■ 
the court • 


what to do. 


Mohamed A. 


Mulhim 

Amman 
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Defining terrorism is an 
effective means of combat 


By Awni Aba Gbosb 


TWO MAJOR trends crystal¬ 
lized in the local media in re¬ 
action to the bomb blasts that 
occurred recently in Israel, as 
well as in taking position from 
'Hamas, the organization 
which claimed responsibility. 

The first is the official 
stance which condemned the 
bloody operations of tenor, 
and their designers. This trend 
also described the blasts and 
their planners as detrimental to 
the ongoing peace process, 
and called for joint regional 
and international efforts to 
curb such actions, and in offer¬ 
ing their experiences in com¬ 
bating terrorism. A number of 
columnists and editorial writ¬ 
ers. took this stance and 
echoed the Government's po¬ 
sition in a more sophisticated 
manner. They urged for effec¬ 
tive measures and mechanisms 
that would put an end to vio¬ 
lence once and for all. 

The second trend reasons 
the issue from a different an¬ 
gle. Though they do not sup¬ 
port bloodshed, its advocates 
argue that such a phenomenon 
can be removed from people’s 
life if its causes arc uprooted. 
They add that under the con¬ 
tinued Israeli occupation the 
Palestinians have the right to 
resist. As an integral and in¬ 
fluential part of the Palestinian 
people, Hamas has the right to 
voice its views in a way it 
deems effective. They stress 
that these operations arc not 
directed against the PNA with 
whom Hamas disagrees. Like 
many other Palestinian fac¬ 
tions. Hamas is an integral pan 
of the Palestinian opposition. 
It is Hamas’s decision of how 
to fight for its people’s legiti¬ 
mate rights. 

In Israel, the Likud right 
wing leader. Benyamin Netan- 
yaho. said recently that the 
problem lies with Arafat, not 
with Hamas. He wanted to say 
that Israel's agreement with 


Arafat and the PLO is the main 
reason for giving way to the 
eruption of such terror actions. 

Nctanyaho wants the whole 
peace accord with the Palestin¬ 
ians to be reviewed and refor¬ 
mulated in Likud terms. It is 
naive to think that it would be 
better than the Oslo Accords. 

The Likud bloc is a strong 
political opposition in the knes- 
set and in Israeli public life. Li¬ 
kud members, who oppose a 
just peace with the Palestin¬ 
ians, favor the expansion of 
Jewish settlements in PNA are¬ 
as, and refuse the Palestinian 


didn't arrest the Likud mem¬ 
bers because of that policy. 
Neither did he do so even after 
the assassination of Rabin, or 
disarm the Israeli religious ex¬ 
tremists for confiscating Arab 
lands. building or expanding 
settlements on them, and evac¬ 
uating and expropriating Pales¬ 
tinian citizens from their own 
properties. Arc these not acts 
of terror in substance, features, 
and results.? 

No normal human being can 
advocate bloodshed, especially 
when inflicted upon innocent 
people in public markets or in 
buses taking them back home 


Fighting international 
terrorism and blacklisting 
states, which are assumed to 
back terrorism, has been an 
official policy of the US for a 
decade or so now. However, 
no definite definition of 
terrorism has been put 
forward even in UN terms. 


right to self-determination, are 
determined to annex East Jeru¬ 
salem. During the Intifada. Li¬ 
kud was responsible for mass 
killings. collective punish¬ 
ment. deportation and demol¬ 
ishing houses of Palestinians. 

As its history indicates. Li¬ 
kud will never hesitate to im¬ 
plement this policy at any time. 
It is determined to resort to all 
possible means which translate 
this policy into action, especial¬ 
ly when rt is in power. Is ihere 
any more terror than that? 
However, Prime Minister Peres 


after work! 

There is no doubt that some 
of the blast victims were sup¬ 
porters of a just Palestinian- 
Israeli peace. The point is 
whether Israeli decision¬ 
makers dp think that there are 
Lebanese victims of the Israeli 
air raids who also advocate an 
Israeli-Lebanese just and equi¬ 
table peace, or Syrian Golan 
Heights citizens-victims of the 
Israeli occupation who cherish 
an honourable Israeft'-Syrian 
peace treaty. Egypt, until re¬ 
cently, launched a campaign 


demanding Israeli compensa¬ 
tion for the formers’ victims 
of war as a result of atrocities 
perpetrated by the latter during 
the 1967 and 1973 wars. Does 
Israel think of this issue in the 
way it demanded Germany 
and Austria to compensate it 
for the Jewish victims of the 
Nazis, even before Israel was 
created? 

Is there any difference in 
terms of terrorism in this re¬ 
gard? 

This may lead to the call for 
an international conference 
against terrorism that was con¬ 
vened yesterday in Sharm Al 
Sheikh' in Egypt. It is v ery 
clear that such a conference is 
confined to a very limited as¬ 
pect and purpose. i.e. to find 
means of combating Hamas, 
and thus ensure Israel's securi¬ 
ty. In this manner, the confer¬ 
ence loses its ‘international* 
dimension. We still don't 
know whether this meeting 
would also consider Yeltsin's 
regime’s 15-month military 
operations in the Chcchenya as 
acts of terrorism against an in¬ 
nocent nation, or the Nigerian 
military attacks against Sudan 
as preemptive measures, or the 
Eritrean occupation of the Ye¬ 
meni Huncish Islands as irrele¬ 
vant mauer. or the mobiliza¬ 
tion of the Turkish troops on 
the borders of Iraq as a precau¬ 
tionary measure. 

Fighting international terror¬ 
ism and blacklisting states, 
which are assumed to back ter¬ 
rorism, has been an official 
policy of the US for a decade 
or so now. However, no defi¬ 
nite definition of terrorism has 
been put forward even in UN 
terms. The ending of Hamas in 
the PNA areas is not likely to 
stop violent activities any 
where in the world. It is only 
reason, common understand¬ 
ing, justice, and mutual securi¬ 
ty' that con do so. Can the 
Sharm Al Sheikh summit con¬ 
tribute to that end?B 


Ernesto Che Guevara, a revolutionary 

The knife edge of 
individual character 


Episodes of The Cuban Revo¬ 
lutionary War, by Ernesto 
Che Guevara, London. Path¬ 
finder 1996. 


Reviewed by 
By Rachel Caxnpbell- 

Johnston 


IN A LETTER sent to his par¬ 
ents from Mexico in July 
1956. Ernesto Che Guevara, 
then a student of Marxism 
with a taste for adventure, 
wrote: “I met a Cuban leader 
w’ho invited me to join his 
movement, dedicated to the 
armed liberation of his coun¬ 
try. 1. of course accepted... my 
future is linked to the libera¬ 
tion of Cuba. Either 1 will tri¬ 
umph with it. or 1 will die." 

Episodes of the Cuhm Rev¬ 
olutionary War is Guevara’s 
first-hand account of the sub¬ 
sequent events Beginning 
with the hapless landing on 
Cuban shores of Castro and 
his 81 revolutionaries in their 
cabin cruiser The Granma — 
"if wasn't a disembarkation, if 
was a shipwreck"—Guevara 
traces the ensuing skirmishes 
and struggles which tempered 
a ragged group of idealistic 
rebels into a proficient guerril¬ 
la forces. 

He charts the political evo¬ 


lution of Castro's 
26 Movement from 
the establishment of its 
first free territory high 
in the Sierra Maestro, 
through the emergence 
of its new social struc¬ 
tures centring on land 
reform, its developing 
legak system and in¬ 
dustries. to its over¬ 
throw of President Ba¬ 
tista's brutal 

dictatorship on I Janu¬ 
ary. 1959. 

Revolutions. Gueva¬ 
ra says, rarely emerge 
fully mature. “They 
are the products of 
passion, "of improvisa¬ 
tion by human beings 
in their struggle for so¬ 
cial change." It is not 
an objective history 
which Guevara offers, 
but a highly personal¬ 
ized account based on 
memories and scrib¬ 
bled diaries, of events 
as they are shaped by 
the individuals who 
participate in them. 
The Episodes arc a 
portrait of Guevara’s 


own political 
coming of age. 
marked by such 
choices as that 
made when 
forced to decide 
between salvag¬ 
ing his medical 
equipment or a 
box of ammuni¬ 
tion. he chooses 
the latter. 

The whole 
course of Cuban 
history (and 
hence the histo¬ 
ry of socialist 
revolution in 
Latin America) 
is shown js it 
balanced on the 
knife edge ot in¬ 
dividual charae- —■— - 

ter. Of a cold 
night in the hills when an 
armed iraiior shares Castro's 
blanket, but for some reason 
cannot bring himself to kill 
him. Guevara observers: "That 
night the fate of the whole rev¬ 
olution depended on the un¬ 
charted and complex twists of 
one man's mind.” 

To devotes of Gucvjt;i who 
fell disenchanted by his Mo¬ 
torcycle Diaries —the less than 
politically correct account of 
his playhnish peregrinations— 




published last year, these Epi¬ 
sodes will do much to reinstate 
him as a cult hero or the youth¬ 
ful Left. They bristle with so¬ 
cialist ideologies and the lan¬ 
guage of revolutionary fervor. 

However, readers who arc 
seeking u deeper insight into 
Cuba's current political plight 
will be disappointed. No him of 
doubt in Castro or any of ihe 
despotic policies he exerted, 
even from the earliest years of 
leadership, emerges. For those 
foreign tourists who have 


stayed in the Habana Libre 
Hotel—base of the first revo¬ 
lutionary Government—and 
p;iid in dollars for a drink and 
a sandwich costing the equiv¬ 
alent of twice the Cuban aver¬ 
age monthly salary, there will 
seem an almost tragic naivety- 
in Guevara’s final letter to 
Castro entrusting his wife and 
children to his care: "I am not 
soiry that I leave nothing ma¬ 
terial... I am happy it is that 
way. I ask nothing for them as 
the state will provide.” ■ 


Hamas Suicide Bombings; who’s to Blame ? 


WHEN LATE Prime Minister Rabin was assassi¬ 
nated. the head of the Israeli Shin-Bel was re¬ 
placed. When Prime Minister Chretien's security 
was recently compromised, the RCMP’s compe¬ 
tence was questioned. But when Palestinian Hamas 
suicide bombers detonate explosives in downtown 
Jerusalem responsibility is put on chairman Ara¬ 
fat's shoulders not on Isreali security fotccs ! 

Hamas is often called a group of Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist terrorists. TTicv’rc certainly terrorist:,, but 
their :ictions have very little to do with Isljm. Ih 
time*, of war Islam prevents soldiers form even 
cutting trees, let alone killing unarmed civilians, 
children, women, and seniors. If Hamas was truly a 
group oi freedom fighters lighting a ww of fibers 
lion (as they claim) they would he fighting soldiers 
not civilians. 

To Mr Peres I say that this war recently declared 
against Hamas is long overdue. As for chairman 
Arafat, he should do anything and everything in his 
power to bring Hamas to justice. I believe that the 
recent cooperation between Palestinian and Israeli 
security forces in raids on Hamas is a step in the 
right direction. However Palestinians and the elect¬ 
ed Palestinian authority should not he held solely 


responsible for those recent suicide bombings. 
Especially since the peal majority of the Pales¬ 
tinian people (as the recent elections have 
shown) support Mr Arafat and the journey to 
peace 

Nevertheless the Israeli government needs to 
be reminded that the actions of a few doesn't 
give Israel a cane blanche tn forget all about dc- 
mocracy and human rights. 

Stern and immediate action needs to be taken 
against every confirmed Hamas activist. Howcv- 
er actions such as demolishing the homes of the 
families ol suspected activists is not only inhu¬ 
man. its barbaric In addition, when Faisal Hus- 
scini attempted to call for a Peaceful gathering to 


prcvtcst against this kind ul brutality, the Israeli 
minister m internal security simply called the 
gathering otf. So much for freedom of speech 
and expression! ■ 


Hani Y. Obaid 
Palestinian/Montreal 
Quebec .Canada 
email 7-W4.26JJ@conipteerve.coii, 



Fraternity 


WITH EACH act of vio¬ 
lence against innocent 
lives, it has become the rit¬ 
ual to condemn such terror¬ 
ist acts. Believing is the 
wisdom that the pen is 
mightier than the sword, 
and that loud voices are an 
adequate deterrent, we 
have grown accustomed to 
violence, condemnations, 
and vague promises. 

There are still people be¬ 
ing killed in the name of a 
bright future, and more 
criminals on the go seeking 
a property of real estate in 
the heavens. Measures 
have been tried before in 
the region, and accusations 
and counter-accusations 
have flown liberally to es¬ 
cape responsibility and lay 
the blame elsewhere in the 
hope of throwing mud and 
making it stick. 

It is always possible to 
turn the subject of terror¬ 
ism into research papers 
for academics, and indulge 
in Byzantine arguments to 
figure out who is to blame 
and. what endless permuta¬ 
tions are there for what 
constitutes an act of terror¬ 
ism. The recent killings in 
Israel have forced the ter¬ 
rorism issue beyond text 
book definitions, and end¬ 
less differences of interpre¬ 
tations. 

Extremism is a malaise 
spreading in our region, 
and it must be fought irre¬ 
spective of which territory 
it is coming from, and 
which religion it espouses. 
In the name of the Al¬ 
mighty. people are being 
used for target practice and 
as means to pass into a bet¬ 
ter world. Ignorance seems 
to have set such deep roots 
in extremist mentalities, 
that it has become difficult 
to deal with an irrational 
phenomenon in a rational 
manner. 

Finally, the realization 
has dawned that, extrem¬ 
ism in the name of a holy 
cause has become an inter¬ 
national issue. Hence, it 
can be fought successfully 
through international coop¬ 
eration. 

Hie international confer¬ 
ence on terrorism, which is 
an admirable effort that 
shows the seriousness of 
the international communi¬ 
ty. should have been in es¬ 
sence. a conference on ter¬ 
rorist organizations and 
’ collective efforts to combat 
them. Undoubtedly, there 
is a fraternity of violence 
that exist s in this unholy 
underworld, and more im¬ 
portantly there arc various 
sources of finance for this 
fraternity that exists in par¬ 
allel to our state structures. 
This international fratemi- j 
ty. of which terrorists sub¬ 
scribe to in the name of Is¬ 
lam. are the main 
beneficiaries of the black 
economy that deals with il¬ 
licit trade, weapons, and 
hostage taking. 

This bl3ck economy ab¬ 
sorbs all types of the frater¬ 
nity of evil regardless of 
the conteni of their extrem¬ 
ism, and the extent of ha¬ 
tred to human life. It is cer¬ 
tainly a step in the right 
direction to convene this 
international effort in 
Egypt, and for the US to 
commit itself to the peace 
process. With the contribu¬ 
tion and participation of 
regional countries, the Eu¬ 
ropean Union's efforts in 
asking these countries 
which arc assumed to har¬ 
bor and support terrorists, 
is an important vote of 
confidence to the peace 
process. Hie world is now 
united in its efforts to erad¬ 
icate terrorism from our re¬ 
gion. 

Just as there is a fraterni¬ 
ty in violence, there should 
be the creation of an inter¬ 
national fraternity, one Lhai 
is composed of like- 
minded people to eliminate 
the possible precipitate of 
ambivalence each time an 
act of terrorism occurs. 

Such an effort will not 
only bring the whole world 
together but also combat 
collectively all manifesta¬ 
tions considered outside 
the agreed norms of civil¬ 
ity and diversity. Such an 
awesome task is not easy 
to achieve, and cannot be 
utken in a cursory manner. 
But fortunately, we have 
the basis for such a project, 
and perhaps the next phase 
would be for Amman to 
host an international con¬ 
ference that would take 
into consideration the cul¬ 
tural and the civilisations! 
aspects of conflict. ■ 
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■ Hie amount of goods 
that went through the port 
of Aqaba 1 last February 
totalled 690,329 tons. Of 
these, 302,572 tons were 
imported. About. 387757 
mns were exported. The 
exports included 250,160 
tons of phosphate, 83385 
tons of potash, 24,000 tons 
of fertilizer and 20.222 
tons of other goods. The 
ffl fTOTimi of imports and 
exports going through the 
port were 1,786.729 tons, 
748,630 tons were 
imported while 1,20099 
were for export. The num¬ 
ber of ships that docked at 
Aqaba last year was 191. 

■ Japan is to grant Jordan 
S10 billion- This gram is 
aimed to assist Jordan's 
balance of payment and 
encourage the Govern¬ 
ment's efforts of economic 
reforms as suggested by 
the World Bank. Japan’s 
assistance to Jordan from 
April *94 to March ‘95 
amounted to $388 million. 

■ The CBJ will issue new 
Certificates of Deposits 
worth JD 15 million as of 
16 March, for 3 and 6 
month periods and at an 
anneal interest rate of 
9.125% and 9.5% respec¬ 
tively. Current assets of 
deposits at the CBJ are JD 
364.9 million. The CBJ 
also advised licensed 
banks in the country of its 
readiness to re-purchase 
CDs at an annual interest 
rate of 10 %.. 

■ Despite the crisis that 
characterized the different 
sectors of the economy last 
year, the United Insurance 
Co. realized a 70 percent 
growth in shares while' in 
1994, the company earned 
JD 3409,100 in shares, its 
profit amounted to JD 
373,735. 

■ During the last two 
months, RJ carried 
186448 passengers (a 
13.7% increase over the 
same period last year). RJ 
records showed that in Jan¬ 
uary and February, its seat 
capacity was 61.7% full; 
Its cargo were 57.8% ML 
The records indicate that 
RJ flew 9,768 hours. The 
hugest increase in RJ 
routes were to the Middle 
East and North Africa, the 
Far East, USA, Canada, 
and North Africa. 

■ Jordan's vegetable and 
fruit exports last month 
were 22,000 cons at JD 4.5 
million. Lebanon took the 
lead of importers and had 
10.953 tons, followed by 
the UAE (4,650 tons) Bah¬ 
rain (3,170 tons), Qatar 
(1,865 tons), and Saudi 
Arabia (772 ions). Foreign 
countries received 701 
tons. - 
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The year 2000: 

Age of space c ommunications begins 


By BQal Hijjawi 

Special to the Star 

BY THE end of this century, 
more then SO percent of the 
world, and about 40 percent of 
its population, is likely to be 
without cellular coverage. 
There will also be many frag¬ 
mented cellular standards, both 
analogue and digital, and even 
when standards are common, 
there may be limitations on 
roaming between different 
areas. 

Coming about with the intro¬ 
duction of hand-held, satellite 
telephones are the first truly 
global mobile telephone sys¬ 
tems. Such evolution will allow 
individuals to use a hand-held 
telephone, the size of today’s 
mobiles, to call and receive 
calls wherever they happen to 
be on earth, regardless of the 
tele-standards available around 
them. 

The satellite-telephone sys¬ 
tem promises to set free voice 
and data communications and 
will not be limited to national 
boundaries. 

Via hundreds of low orbiting 
satellites (at around a 1 . 000 - 
kilometer altitudes) people will 
be able to connect to each other 
from anywhere to anywhere 
using one contact tele-number. 
These space telephones will 
also allow users the freedom to 
choose between modes of 
operation. 

The telephones will operate 
in dual modes. A caller can 
switch between the available 
cellular services (e.g. GSM, 


TDMA, CDMA, AMPS, 
TAGS and other) and the avail¬ 
able satellite link. This is made 
possible through special 
ground-based gateways that: 
act as switcher mid router hub:': 
connecting ground with satel¬ 
lite systems. Such an arrange¬ 
ment has helped the provider;; 
of satellite telephones to quell 
the fear of local suppliers, who 
now understand that the ne'|v 
service will not be competing 
with them head-to-head. Local 
operators will become the 
licensees for the new service 
and realize a boost to their 
overall revenues. 

Four major global satellite 
service providers are racing to 
make this a global reality by 
the end of 1998. These include 
Globalstar, Iridium, ICO and l 
Odyssey who are racing; 
against time to finalize launch 
programs for their satellite 
systems. 

Building a space infrastruc¬ 
ture is as much targeted at th>; 
developing world as it is at 
benefiting business for indus¬ 
trial nations. Plentiful scarcely- 
inhabited land in the develop¬ 
ing world is one of the best 
host-environments for satellite 
communication applications. 

Worldwide demand for glo¬ 
bal telephone applications was 
projected by KMPG, Pete Mar¬ 
wick’s research firm at 2.6 mil¬ 
lion by 2002. The Middle Exist 
comprises about 2 percent of 
this total according to studies. 

Nonna] mobile telephone 
systems and fixed solar- 



powered stations, like booths 
and remote Iposts will consti¬ 
tute the total market .or the sat¬ 
ellite service applications. 
Globalstar ixeculive Mark 
Newman coo finned that the 
Middle East is expected to 
•draw no less nan 11 percent of 
Jthe demand for fixed solar- 
/ powered telep rone-booths. 

In the pasiL projections by 
marketing experts were 
gravely off n ark for cellular 
telephone detn and. Recent pro¬ 
jections expec. the market for 
cellular comiT unications (pag¬ 
ers and voice Services) to grow 
by 370 millioa by 2000. This 
healthy climt will enhance 
demand for satellite-based 
telephones. 

Globe-wide and regardless 
of terrain and weather condi¬ 
tions. satellite telephone users 
will be able 11 stay in touch 
around the cj ick, from any¬ 


where to anywhere. Rescue 
workers, or international busi¬ 
nesspersons, Journalists, field 
scientists and other profession¬ 
als are at the top of the sys¬ 
tem’s customer-list. 

The bill for setting up the 
four projects was estimated at 
over $11 billion. 

Other, less publicized, compet¬ 
ing satellite telephone ventures 
include Ellipso, which will 
launch 16 low and medium 
earth orbit satellites,' Aries/ 
ECCO with 48 satellites (SI.7 
billion) and AMSC with 10 
medium orbit satellites (S3.1 
billion). Most of the latter pro¬ 
jects, seem to have a regional 
rather than a global scope. One 
of the most ambitious space- 
based project is Teledesic. Still 
on the drawing-board, Tele¬ 
desic, budgeted at $9 billion, 
will inter-connect computers 
via an S4fl-satellite constella¬ 


tion in low earth orbits. This 
system will be dedicated to the 
global multimedia communica¬ 
tion markets. 

According to plans, as early 
as 1999, two of these tele¬ 
phone companies—Globalstar 
and Iridium—will begin selling 
their services. Both leading 
companies had preliminary cal¬ 
culated rates for the service 
between US 60 cents and S34 
per minute.. 

“As data compression tech¬ 
nologies advance, telephones 
may be able to receive Inter¬ 
net-based on-line data signals. 
Perhaps some equipped global 
telephones will broadcast live 
pictures via a miniature moni¬ 
tor screen as well,” the Global- 
star executive said. 

Due credit should be given 
to the efforts of the Interna¬ 
tional Telecommunications 
Union (1711)- This organiza¬ 
tion has taken a leading role in 
the realization of the global vil¬ 
lage dream. The ITU orga¬ 
nizes. supervises and sets the 
standards for global telecom¬ 
munications. It researches and 
coordinates the gathering and 
distribution of information 
regarding the state of the 
planet’s telecommunications. 

Every four years the ITU 
organizes the Telecom expo 
and conference in Geneva, the 
single most important show on 
telecommunications. Thou¬ 
sands of companies flock there 
to take a peak into the future of 
communications, detecting 
future trends and emerging 
new technologies. ■ 


JEBA 


Way to Europe 


Arab 

even brighter iiitaSe^ 


AMMAN (Star)—The Jordan- 
Europe Business Association 
(JEBA) is a non-profit organi¬ 
zation which aims to enhance 
business relations between Jor¬ 
dan and the countries of the 
European Union. The Associa¬ 
tion’s objectives include 

■ Promoting contacts and 
cooperation between the Jorda¬ 
nian private sector and their 
counterpart in the EU coun¬ 
tries. with special emphasis on 
investment and joint projects 
in industry, commerce and 
other services. 

■ Familiarizing Jordan’s 
private sector with European 
Union programs, including aid 
programs that can be of benefit 
to Jordan, and with trends in 


Europe’s economic and trade 
policies. This will be achieved 
through seminars, workshops. 

■ Representing the inujrests 
of its members before Jorda¬ 
nian and European deci sion¬ 
makers. 

■ Facilitating information 
on the European Parte nariai : 
programs and the partici] jatior t 
of Jordanian businessperson: j 
in them. 

JEBA has elected Mdaama>|j 
Fayez al Khatib president Ria d 
al Khouri vice-pre siden t, 
Anwar Obddat sec retar /. 
Mohamad Dahlan treasurer ar d 
Abdelwahab Abuhijleri find A .ti 
Kasay. j 

JEBA membership cor In- 
prises three categories; ; 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Ammai ;i Fit ancial Market 


.AMMAN (Star) —As part of 
the dri’e to promote invest¬ 
ment in Jordan and introduce 
the country’s potential to the 
international business commu¬ 
nity. the Investment Promotion 
Corporation (IPC), in coopera¬ 
tion with Advanced, Market¬ 
ing Group (AMG), are produc¬ 
ing a publication , entitled 
Investment OpponunUies in 
Jordan. This publication cov¬ 
ers a wide range of topics re¬ 
garding the investment climate 
in the country and wHl serve 
as a guide to foreign ‘compa¬ 
nies seeking to invest in Jor¬ 
dan. 

This publication will be a 
follow-up to Private Senior In¬ 
vestment Opportunities, a 
book which was produced for 
‘distribution at the Ammon Ec- 
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SUNDAY 


♦ joextao Gulf Bank 

♦ MkldkExa Complex 

♦ Real Eflate luvesoncm 


♦ Arab Sled Pipes bdusny 

♦ AnebRnancal Investment 

♦ United Chemical Industry 


MONDAY 


♦ Intermediate Pein>T3t« 

♦ National Plaslic Faclor 

♦ Nanooal Slaughter bou 


4 Middle East Bank 
♦ Arab Sed Pipes hduary 
4 BttancnBunk 


TUESDAY 


4 Mkkfe East Complex 
4 Arab Center for Pham. 

4 lraermediMe Pdio-Chemicab 


4 Gaul Goml To±ng & S 
4 Arab Electrical Industry 
4 Nayzak Din & Moulds 


onomic Summit. The new pub- 
lication is more thoroughly re¬ 
searched and comprehensive 
to attract the different sectors 
of the international business 
community to (he investment 
potentials in the country. 

The three volumes of the 
publication will each cover a 
different aspect of the invest¬ 
ment scene in Jordan. 

The first, prepared by expert 
consultants, will highlight the 
new investment climate in the 
country by detailing such is¬ 
sue! as the role of the MENA 
region in relation io the rest of 
the , world, while presenting 
Jordpn as a regional base. 

! first volume will also 
it the new laws and 
ons pertaining to for- 
/estmenl and the differ- 
vices available in the 
. This will present for¬ 
ts inesspersons with an 
of Jordan's advance- 
this field. 

second volume will 
profiles of prominent 


Jordanian companies seeking 
foreign investment and their 
desired fields of cooperation. 

The final volume will cover 
profiles of projects that compa¬ 
nies have to offer to the foreign 
investor. This will give these 
projects the exposure necessary 
for their implementation. 

This publication will be an 
essential tool at business con¬ 
ferences, especially the Cairo 
Summit later this year, and will 
also be distributed to members 
of in-coming delegations, and 
to Jordan's embassies abroad. 

Ten thousand copies will -be 
produced, 1000 of which will 
be sent to the world's top 1000 
companies and 2000 to the par¬ 
ticipants in the Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Summit. 

A site has been taken on the 
Internet through which this 
publication will be transmitted 
and thousands of messages will 
be sent promoting it to poten¬ 
tial counterports.il 
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Moubi steel for comfort 

AYOUBI Steel Factory Co. is a ^vate shareholding busi¬ 
ness iod a leading jarodneer of/Sted office furniture and 
storae system^ . 

The company has a m&Aespi jriant In fee A xri man Indus¬ 
trial (lity—Sahab, and tejs^a production area oT4000m2. .' 
Tfs yearly processing^c^dty jTaround 

outletirid feree andlrbid. 

At preleut 80% of its production-is sold In Jordan, while 
20 *% U exported to Qdghhcfb^ re^onal markets. 

Products indude; ' - 

■ Office furniture; Desks, fifing cabinets and cupboards. 
.H» conpanymakescnstoiH-make items. 

■ Sales: Ayoubi steel. prodnce seven different* sizes for 
office '« home nsef; three sizes of specially enforced 
.strong slfes and customrmade strong room doors for banks 
and jewelers. It produces fo%:restetant safes for hangtog 
files. 
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ge systems. Pallet racks slotted angles and 
i mobile shelviriganlfs. ■ 
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In line with the market economy 

A NEW report from the Planning Ministry confirms that the 
Government is determined to introduce a new package of eco¬ 
nomic reforms. The report suggests that such regulations 
would aim to give greater punch to customs, free-trade zones, 
and the Amman Financial Market The aim is clear, to attract 
Arab and foreign capital into the country. 

Though this is a justified economic policy in any country, 
the immediate questions that arise are, in whose interest this 
policy would be, and who the beneficiaries are. In ordinary 
cases, there would be no substantial difference between the 
interests of the people and the state in a democratic country. 
But, the launching of such legislative reforms in a country that 
is still languishing under the burden of foreign debt raises the 
issue of who is going to pay for these debts. Under the contin¬ 
uous price hikes of basic materials in Jordan, whatever inflow 
comes to the country would never help improve the living 
standards of the people. This inflow will certainly be siphoned 
off to foreign debt repayment 

The Merrill Lynch Corp. has praised Jordan's economic 
performance during the past years and its adoption of World 
Bank and IMF recom¬ 
mendations. This 
included the reduction 
of Jordan's foreign debt 
and interest installments 
from $1413 million in 
1989 to $602 million in 
1995. But these results 
were not attributed to a 
real national economic 
development as much as 
to the writing off or 
rescheduling of these 
foreign debts. No one 
can endorse an assumed 
6 % annua] growth of the 
GNP in 1995. while sal¬ 
aries remained as they 
were, the sales tax was 
inforced, prices contin¬ 
ued to rise, unemploy¬ 
ment remained 

unsolved, and poverty still inflicts about 20 % of the 
population. 

The Planning Ministry can recommend the improvement of 
the country's economic performance under the new circum¬ 
stances, but it should be more obliged to do so on the basis of 
economic and social realities rather than in connivance with 
the World Bank. Indeed, the Government will definitely 
obtain die people's support for its economic reforms only if it 
persuades diem of their value. Upper hand imposition of regu¬ 
lations will never bring about good fruits to the economy or 
the people. 

The peop 1 " know very well that the country will pay debts 
for many to come. However, they believe they would 
convincingly pay their share once they know their role and 
defined contribution in this long-term process. Keeping the 
people under unclear policies of economic development 
would cause unnecessary repercussions. Interaction between 
the Government and the public at large is one of the main 
dimensions of success for die state's economic programs. The 
situation in agriculture is a crystal clear example. 

The reduction by 2.8% of total consumer consumption in 
1995 in comparison with that of 1994 doesn’t necessary mean 
an increase in national savings, especially if the cost of living 
is realistically considered. Should that be taken as a token, one 
should seriously think of the reasons behind the sharp drop in 
investment and commercial companies at die Ministry of 
Industry and Trade in 1995 over the previous year, and how 
many millions of JDs were Iosl 

Planning for a comprehensive and effective economic 
development should start from the concrete socio-economic 
realities, and not be bound to political dimensions or recom¬ 
mended by foreign powers. Everybody knows that World 
Bank and IMF recommendations for economic reforms in Jor¬ 
dan, and in many other developing countries.proceed firmly 
from political aims. Jordanian people's political aims should 
likewise be taken into consideration. The latter are not iso¬ 
lated from regional and international developments. ■ 


Spain gearing up for 
business in area 


AN IMPORTANT group of businesspersons from the Spanish re¬ 
gion of Catalonia visited Jordan recently. The delegation, led by 
the Fundacio Empress Catalunya, Europa i America (FECEAJ of 
Barcelona, held a series of high level meetings with top econcom- 
ic and business figures in Amman. Members of the delegation 
met with, among others, Burhan Dajani. director of ihe Federation 
of Arab Chambers of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture-. Dr 
Bassam Saket and Kama! Kakish. respectively chairman and vice- 
chairman of the Jordan Trade Association: the president and 
board of directors of the Jordan Europe Business Association: and 
a large number of individual Jordanian firms. The delegation, 
which was led by Rafael Crespi of FECEA and co-organized by 
Adrian Mac Liman in Barcelona and Riad al Khouri in Amman, 
included representatives of the following leading Catalan compa¬ 
nies: Gesinge & Co., Topsale, Caves Freixenet.'Josc Belio Elroz, 
Europaper, Empresan Consultores Asociados. Puertas Nnrma, and 
Secar. Among the visit’s highlights was a lunch hosted by the 
Spanish ambassador to Jordan. The group also had a chance to re¬ 
lax during tours of Jarash and Petra. 

The delegation closed its visit to Jordan at a farewell dinner 
hosted by the Jordan Europe Business Association at the Commo¬ 
dore Hotel. Commenting on the visit Riad al Khouri. director of 
MEBA Ltd and co-organizer, stressed that "the importance of Eu¬ 
rope to Jordan is absolutely crucial. This delegation, made up of 
top Catalan firms, is another example of the growing European in¬ 
terest in the region in general and the Jordanian economy in par¬ 
ticular.*’ ■ 
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A 180 degree turn 

• Mr Arafat, the president of the Palestine National 
Authority, Anal did it. A ISO degree turn is too simple to 
describe his meeting last week with a CIA delegation to dis¬ 
cuss no less than the subject of Hamas and ways to curb its 
activities. However, Mr Arafat, with open arms, met the 
delegates at the Ercz crossing, the point that divides the 
Gaza Strip from Israel. The PLO chairman is determined to 
put an end to the activities of Hamas. His call at the open¬ 
ing session of the Palestine Legislative Council (PLC) for 
an international conference on terrorism comes from the 
heart. Meanwhile, Mr Marwan Kanafani, the former press 
advisor to Mr Arafat and now a member of the PLC, tried 
to soften the tone a bit. Hamas was a political organization 
and we respect its political point of view he said and added 
that political opposition against the peace process is 
allowed. However, he emphatically said “We (PNA) will 
strongly oppose anyone who takes up arms in the face of 
Palestinian agreement to respect to the peace process.” But 
condemnation has continued in the wake of the attacks. The 
Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International 
Affairs was the most outspoken. In a statement released to 
The Star, it said: “We as Palestinian academics condemn in 
the strongest possible terms the recent suicide attacks 
against Jerusalem, Ashkalon and Tel Aviv. We send our 
deepest condolences to all the bereaved families and 
wounded. We condemn such attacks as morally indefensi¬ 
ble and call the perpetrators to immediately desist from any 
further attacks." 


Hamas receives aid from sources in 
UK 

• Israeli Military Intelligence said that Britain has become 
the major financial source of Hamas. The Financial Times 
said that the Israelis have obtained documents on an active 
large fund raising network in Britain to finance Hamas. 
They estimate that Hamas receives about S70 million from 
sources abroad The British deputy Prime Minister Michael 
Heseltine told the House of Commons last week that the 
authorities concerned are carefully watching Hamas activi¬ 
ties in the UK. He added that the government would launch 
a tough investigation at the first evidence of any criminal 
activities. 


Bombers for the afte, r-life 

An Anti-Israeli s 



The camp, like other refugee settlements on the We st Bank, has long been a hotbed 
of anti-Israeli sentiment. The Israeli-Palestinian peace process has brought no 
change, no improvement in daily life, and, though i the camp is technically under 
Palestinian Authority control, Israeli troo ps operate here freely. 


By Scott Kraft 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Palestinian airport at last! 

• A Palestinian airport at Rafah in the Gaza Strip will 
become operational by May, the PNA Minister of Coopera¬ 
tion and International Planning Dr Babit Shaath said. It is 
understood that a Canadian technical team is helping to 
build the airport. Israeli has initially rejected the position of 
the airport which is near its borders thus explaining the 
delay. However, the Israeli government has subsequently 
given the PNA its blessing. 


Israeli losses in wake of bombings 


• Israel sources said the post of the Tel Aviv bombings is 
estimated at $4 million. It is understood that 40 commercial 
shops, ISO flats and three banks were damaged, some seri¬ 
ously. Israeli tax inspectors came on the immediately to try 
to assess the damage and give financial compensation. 
Meanwhile. A source at the Central Bank of Israel said that 
foreign investment jumped from $1.4 billion in 1994 to 
$2.11 billion in 1995. This increase was the result of direct 
foreign investments in Israeli companies. 


iPolice: A rough deal 


• The subject of police was high on the agenda last week 
in Hebron. It was reported that three Palestinian policemen 
who went off-duty were confronted by Israeli soldiers and 
beaten. In another area in Hebron, a similar incident 


occurred Palestinian police later lodged a complain to the 
Israeli military governor, regarding such incidents as acts of 
provocations. Al Quds said that the policemen were beaten 
despite the fact that they made it clear to the Israeli soldiers 
that they are police officers. In another development, the 
policeman that was taken in custody on the 21 January is to 
remain in prison for a further 21 days. The 21 year-old 
Finis Fayez Abed Al Rahman Al Al Aijah was taken from 
his home in Halhoul for no apparent reason. 


Rats on the loose 

• One issue that the Palestine National Authority would 
have to deal with once it gains control of Hebron is the sub¬ 
ject of rats. The people of Al Jabri, Al Sheikh, Al Qissbah 
and Bah At 7awai neighborhoods in Hebron have been 
complaining about rats. Unwilling to wait for the arrival of 
the PNA. they have called for immediate action from the 
concerned health authorities, but it seems that no one is 
listening. 


Israeli shoots himself because of 
Hamas bombing 


• A younc Israeli is thought to have shot himself because 
of the latest Hamas bombings in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 
As a result of chronic depression, the 27 year-old student 
committed suicide. The police later found his body in his 
car. 


AL FAWAR REFUGEE 
CAMP, West Bank—To pre¬ 
pare for the happiest—and 
last—day of his life. Majdi 
Abu Wardeh. 19, left the home 
of concrete blocks that he 
shared with his parents and 
nine brothers and sisters in this 
ramshackle refugee camp. 

Awaiting him. he knew, was 
spiritual and physical bliss 
beyond his imagination, an 
exalted status next to God, and, 
among other delights. Awaiting 
his family, he was sure, was a 
lifetime of honor and respect. 

But first he had a job to do. 
He traveled north to Ra mall ah 
for his final training. Then, on 
25 February, a Sunday morn¬ 
ing two days later. Abu War¬ 
deh squeezed onto the crowded 
No. IS bus in downtown Jeru¬ 
salem. He would have been 
wearing his finest clothes, as 
martyrs do. and. beneath them, 
a sturdy vest packed dynamite. 

Minutes later, he exploded, 
killing himself and 25 others. 

“Of course, we are all proud 
of what he did," Nasim Abdel- 
razik, 19, one of Abu Wardeh's 
best friends, said coolly this 
week. “Given the chance, we’d 
do the same." 

In the past three years, at 
least 25 young Palestinians— 
four in the past two weeks— 
have made the journey to mar¬ 
tyrdom, blowing up themselves 
and mostly Jewish bystanders - 
for a promised trip to paradise. 
And few doubt that there are 
dozens if not hundreds more 
willing to follow their example, 
carrying out missions so sim¬ 
ple. impossible to stop and 
hugely disruptive to the Middle 
East peace process. 

Trapped in this new wave of 
bombings, Israelis as well as 
many Palestinians remain 
frightened and baffled by the 
phenomenon. Who are these 


suicide bombers? 
And why, in num¬ 
bers unprecedented 
even in the modem 
history of Islamic 
fundamentalism, 
are so many young 
men willing to blow 
themselves up? 

Abu Wardeh was 
typical of those 
uilling to carry out 
the suicide mis¬ 
sions. Almost all 
have been young 
men. 18 to 26 years 
old. from large, 
poor families in 
communities with 
high unemploy¬ 
ment. according to 
security experts. 

They attend 
mosque and have 
strong, though not 
rabid. Islamic 


beliefs. And they are support¬ 
ers. though rarely leaders, of 
one of the two main radical 
Islamic movements. Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad. 

These bombers came of age 
during the intifada, the bloody 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank. Some had relatives or 
close friends killed, injured or 
widowed by Israeli security 
forces. While most of the 
bombers were previously 
unknown to the police, all have 
known the punishing presence 
of die Israeli army and the day* 
to-day humiliation of road¬ 
blocks and identity checks. 

For such young men. over¬ 
whelmed by hopelessness, 
hatred and the certainty of par¬ 
adise in a life beyond, death 
carries a glamorous appeal. 

Majdi Abu Wardeh lived his 
short life in the Al Fawar refu¬ 
gee camp, a few miles south of 
Hebron and an hour drive from 
Jerusalem. The camp was 
created at the base of a rocky 
slope to house Palestinians who 
were forced from their homes 



Abu Wardeh 


formed 


when 
1948. 

Today, almost 40 iears later. 
6,000 people urc still here, liv¬ 
ing in a jumble o; concrete 
homes on na rrow illJeys and 
rutted streets that surround the 
sandstone minaret o.'ja mosque. 
Many homes still dq not have 
electricity or running water, 
garbage is dumper! in open 
pits; fewer than two . ozen peo¬ 
ple here have permi s to work 
in Israel's more irosperous 
cities. 

The camp, like of cr refugee 
settlements on the ' ’cst Bank, 
has long been a hot! ed of anti- 
Israeli sentiment. ,Jic Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process has 
brought no chinge. no 
improvement in daip life. and. 
though the camp isjicchnically 
under Palestinian Authority 
control. Israeli troops operate 
here freely. 

“The young men Is til I feci as 
if they are strangers in the 
area,” said Mohapmcd Abu 
Awad, a father of H who knew 
the bomber. “Thu* situation is 


summed up in one question: 
‘What can you expect from our 
young guys who have no work, 
no land and no future?” They 
know ihcy'will ncX-er get out of 
here alive.” 

Support for “martyrs," as 
Hamas calls its suicide bomb¬ 
ers, is starkly evident here. 
Some residents carry a photo¬ 
graph of one or another 
‘shahid." or martyr, in iockcLs 
i w in their billfolds—just as 
I vluslim- elsewhere do for mar- 
l yred, fallen war heroes. “Wc 
b elieve -they arc fighting for 
o ur rights," one resident 
e xplaincili. 

The graffiti on one wall in 
to wn rc-iids: “News for the 
Jc ws: Tire ‘Engineer’ is not 
dc ad." Ytihiya Ayash, the mus- 
tci bomlT-maker for Hamas 
kn own as .‘The Engineer,” was 
ass assinate-d late last year. 


shored 


prc 

fon 

Jen 

dcs. 

A 

hant 

com 


bably 
:cs. Ha 
isalem 


by Israeli security 
imas said the recent 
bomb attacks were 
gned iri avenge his death. 
du W-jtrdeh had been a 
Isomc | young man. with 
bed-bad k black hair and on 


angelic, boyish face. 
The son of a teacher at 
the local UN-run 
school, he had finished 
high school, a notable 
achievement in this 
camp, and was on the 
verge of completing a 
vocational school 
course in ’Hebron, 
where he was learning 
to by floor tiles. 

A* week before the 
bombing, he got into 
trouble at school for 
placing a firecracker 
under the desk of a 
teacher. The teacher 
threatened to expel 
him. but Abu Wjrdeh’s 
friend Ahdelrazik. also 
a student, persuaded 
ihc instructor to recon¬ 
sider. “I guarantee 
he’ll be good in class.” 
Ahdclrazik told him: 
rhe two friends later 
a laugh about that 

incident. 

Abu Wardeh war- brought 
into the suicide mission by a 
cousin. Mohammed Abu War¬ 
deh, a student at the Ramaiiah 
Teacher’s College. tThc cmisin 
was arrested, convicted and 
sentenced this week to life ir. 
prison at hard labor.) 

The new recruit was joined 
by another prospective martyi: 
Ibrahim Sarahnc. 26. a friend 
and a Hamas member in ihc 
camp. Sarahnc. a tail, slender 
man. also came from a large, 
devout family. His father had 
died veais before and his 
mother once worked as a jani¬ 
tor in an Israeli hospital but 
was forced to quit due to a 
heart ailment, friends and rela¬ 
tives say. 

When his mother lost her 
job. Sarahnc left Hebron Uni¬ 
versity. where he was studying 
Islam, and went to work as a 
clerk in a spice store in Hehron 
to support the family. He had 
been arrested several limes for 
Humus activity but had never 


Hamas vows more violet nee 


Arafat meets CIA 


By Marjorie Miller 
LA Times - Washing con Post 
News Sen-ice 


JERUSALEM—As Hamas 

vowed to carry out more sui¬ 
cide bombings' in defiance of 
this week’s world summit 
against terrorism. Palestinian 
[coder Yasser Arafat met last 
Saturday with senior CIA offi¬ 
cials to discuss how to combat 
the Islamic extremists. 

Arafat spoke for about an 
hour with the CI.A delegation 
headed by Deputy Director 
George J. Tcnci a; an office 
near the Ercz checkpoint, on 
the border between Israel and 
the Palestinian-run Gaza Strip. 

Israeli television reported 
that Araf3t had asked the CIA 
for technical and logistics sup¬ 
port in fighting Hamas, which 
has claimed responsibility for 
Tour suicide bombings in the 
post two weeks that have taken 
62 lives and threatened the sur¬ 


vival of the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace accords. 

The CIA offered Arafjt 
information on Hamas’ net¬ 
work of support throughout the 
Middle East. Israel’s Channel 2 
reported. 

Hamas’ military wing said 
last Saturday that it has decided 
to resume suicide bombings in 
Israel, calling them “martyrdom 
attacks against ihc Zionists." 

In a leaflet circulated in the 
Gaza Strip. Hamas said that a 
crackdown by Arafai would 
"destroy completely any under¬ 
standing or future agreement” 
between Hamas and ihc Pales¬ 
tinian leadership. And it con¬ 
demned Wednesday’s ‘'summit 
of the peacemakers.'' to be 
hosted by President Clinton and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, as “on international 
conspiracy against the struggle 
of the people and an attempt m 
save the Zionists from defeat.*’ 

Arab leaders at first mulled 


whether to attcru the summit 
as • Mubarak attempted to 
broaden its appeal by casting it 
as a forum on tije entire peace 
process, not jutf terrorism in 
Israel. 

■Meanwhile, the Palestinian 
leader and tvs West Bank 
security chief were locked in a 
dispute, reportedly over how to 
crack down on ihc Isljmic mili¬ 
tants; subsequently, the head of 
security Jibnl Al Rjnub was 
s:«;kcd from hi\ ioh by Ami at 

Among ilKi.ir who have 
agreed to attend the <mc-d.iv 
anti-terrorism conference in the 
Red Sea resort of Sharm cl 
Sheik arc Russian President 
Boris N. Yeltsin. Israeli Prime 
minister Shinlun Peres. His 
Majesty King King Hussein. 
PNA President Yassir Arafat, 
France's President Jacques 
Chirac. Britain's Prime Minis¬ 
ter John Major and Chancellor 
.Helmut Khol of Germany. Bui 
;,thc success of the conference 


will be mcasu ^ed in the number 
of nthc :r Ar ab countries that 
agree u i ::lan- jl up with them to 
protest t errori sm against Israel. 

US o flicia Is have said that 
Tunisia. Qata r. Bahrain. Saudi 
Arabia : in^i i ithcr Gulf states 
would 1 oLc pan. Morocco’s 
■jw will attend. 
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Several Ha mas holders live in 


At Sharm el-Sheikh question 
is how to deal with Hamas 


By Nicholas Goldberg 
La Times-washington Post News 
Senice 


RAMALLAH. West Bank—Raeid 
Shamobi was a serious but unexcep¬ 
tional student. nobody's idea of a hero, 
whose only distinction was that he 
called his classmates to prayers each 
day. 

He came from a poor Palestinian vil¬ 
lage called Borka. near the West Bank 
city of Nablus. Like others at his 
school, he was a supporter of the mili¬ 
tant Islamic group Hamas, but. friends 
and acquaintances said, he was not 
noticeably fervent on the subject 

Yet on 3 March. Shamobi packed 15 
kilograms of explosives into a duffle 
bag, dressed up tike an Israeli soldier 
and set off for Jerusalem. A few hours 
later, he blew himself to small pieces 
on a crowded Jaffa Street bus, taking 
with him 19 passengers and. perhaps, 
the best chance for peace in the Middle 
East. 

Wednesday, the world's most power¬ 
ful men met in the Egyptian coastal 
city of Sharm el-Shcikh on the Gulf of 
Aqaba in an effort lo fight back. At 
their 9ummit conference. President 
Clinton and heads of state from around 
the world reviewed ami-terrorism 
measures, attempt to strengthen them 


and try to wrest the fate of the peace 
process from the hands of zealous 
martyrs such as Shamobi. In the wake 
of four bombings in nine days that 
killed 58 people. Israel and the United 
States and most of the other countries 
participating in the summit have 
declared war on the group master¬ 
minding the terror campaign: Hamas. 

“We must not let the terrorists in 
the Middle East have the victory they 
seek—-the death of the very hope for 
peace.” Clinton said in a speech in 
New York earlier this week. "I am 
going to Sharm el-Sheik in Egypt ... 
to combat the merchants of hatred 
with every means at our command.” 

Yet even as they arrive to plot strat¬ 
egy. few know much about the shad¬ 
owy organization they have come to 
destroy. They know it is responsible 
for al least three of the four bombings 
of the pas; two weeks. They know it 
retains the support of a significant 
number of Palestinians, even in the 
age of peace. They believe it is inter¬ 
nally divided over the best path to 
take in the future—but that it has long 
been devoted to the destruction of 
Israel. And they know, to their horror, 
that in recent years. Hamas has been 
able to recruit* several dozen fervent 
young Palestinians like Racid Shar- 
nobi willing to blow themselves up in 


the name of Allah and in hopes of scut¬ 
tling the Middle East peace process. 

“Hamas is not an organization.” said 
Ami Ayalon. the new head of the Shin 
Bet internal security force in testimony 
to a Knesset committee Iasi week. “Ft 
is an idea.” 

The name Hamas means “zeal” or 
"devotion" but is also an acronym for 
the group itself: the Isljmic Resistance 
Movement. It came to prominence dur¬ 
ing the intifada—the Palestinian upris¬ 
ing against the Israeli occupation in the 
1980s—but had its roots in the Muslim 
Brotherhood, an Islamic organization 
that had been operating in Palestine 
since the mid-193U&. A key role model 
is Izzedin aJ-Qasscm. imam of the fcii- 
qlaJ Mosque in Haifa, who founded a 
militant group called the Black Hand to 
fight British imperialism and Jewish 
Zionism in the 1930s. 

The organization's political goals 
are relatively straightforward. Accord¬ 
ing to its covenant, drafted in 1988. 
Hamas hopes to create an Islamic soci¬ 
ety in Palestine run according to the 
rules of Islamic law and the' Koran, 
and. at the same time, to liberate Pales¬ 
tine from the hands of the Zionists. 
Although some Hamas officials have 
indicated they would be satisfied with 
a total Israeli withdrawal From the 


West Bank and Gaza Strip, the cove¬ 
nant says they will not. lay down their 
weapon until Israel ceases to exist. 
Hamas Vehemently opposes the peace 
pruccut Its military wing, the Iz/cdin 
al-Qasfcm brigades, has struck 14 
times Inside Israel since the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace accords were signed 
in 199?. 

Few outsiders realise that Hamas is 
more than a band of terrorists in the 
I/zcd-n al-Oassem brigades. It is part 
of a much broader political and social 
movement that has long provided 
mud ^ needed services. Charities, 
orplunagcs, welfare, schools, sports 
elute- and health clinics arc all part of 
the llamas infrastructure—and are ail 
servfcs that have traditionally been 
ignored by the Israeli government in 
the .qualid refugee camps of the necti- 
picc territories. 

According lo a senior Israeli mili¬ 
tary source. Hamas spends about 95 
pcrcnl of Ihc $60 million that the 
movement raises annually on its social 
and cultural programs and only 5 per¬ 
cent on military operations. 

Its fortunes rise and fall, but 
Hfrnas remains a very significant, 
indirationalized factor in Palestinian 
pditics. society, culture and public 
opinion” said Ziad Abu-Amr. a mem¬ 
ber of the Palestinian Council and a 
professor of political science at Bir 
Ztii University in Ramaiiah. “it’s not 
gring to be easy to dismantle even if 
its military wing is crushed, because it 
i.* basically a grass-roots movement 
vhich embraces an ideology which is 
rot alien to the Palestinian people." ■ 
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Gazu. but relatives denied it. 

The only leading member of 
Hamas' political organization 
still uut of jail in Gaza is Saved 
Abu Musa inch, ‘rhe arrests, 
along with raids on mosques. 
Islamic clubs and welfare insti¬ 
tutions that make up the Hamas 
social infrastructure, mark a 
turnaround for Aral at. 

Before the recent bnmhuv>. 
Arafat was negotiating with 
llamas political leaders, trying 
to gel them in form a .'.■e.ii 
political party while trying ;».» 
marginalize the military wing 
into eventual extinction. 

But he h;i> come under trr- 
rntmdou'- pressure from rhe 
Israelis and Americans to era A 
down on all nj Ham.is' military 
ami civilian infrastructure cr 
risk jti end to the peace 
process 

Israel also has threatened ?■-> 
move into Palestinian-ruled 
areas and make arrests jf Ara¬ 
fat fads to do s«>. 

The .htcMs. -il«sr« with 
Israel's closure of Palestinian 
territories, have provoked 
anger among pjicrtinians who 
sav they arc under occupation, 
just as they were before the 
peace accords were signed 

The closure, which bars tens 
ol thou.>.'ind> o! Palestinian 
workers from their |oh. in 
Israel, costs the Palestinian 
economy up M V» million dailv 
in Iom " -o'cs arid trade. Arata’l 
has .aid. Members or ;hc 
newly elected Palestinian Leg¬ 
islative Council say they fcar'a 
backlash. 

In the West Bank, leaders of 
Arafat's Fatah orcanr.Mtion 
issued a call for ,:r, »„•:■** t,> n, L - 
closure, calling it a "uege pr.fi 
icy" and w.irntnc Jhc I-.r.:rii 
government that h strengthens 
the influence of extremis; 
groups. 

Die Fatah leaders cstied ii>r 
owns demonstrations .igamsi 
ihc Israeli measures ?r jJl pj. 
CMiman cities. vili.ige r tr.d ref¬ 
ugee camp:, under the slogan. 
"Yes in Peace . N w J( >'thc 
•Siege.” 

Adding t«> the tension and 
vense of instability j P , re L . w C s! 
Bank were reports that Arafat 
had demanded the resignation 
ol the West Bank's chief of 
preventive security. 

K.ijnuh. Something that wav 
confirmed later on. ■ 



«■ Participant;; to the 7th 
conference of the Arab 
Union of Pharmaceutical 
and Medical Supply Pro¬ 
ducers called on their gov¬ 
ernments to adopt a com¬ 
mon approach of 
negotiations, with the World 
Trade Organization ;WTO> 
in regard to their member 
ship. 77 k conference, held 
m Cairo earlier this month 
under ike. title• “For .m 
■Arab Ph.ifH!..ceu{lctil Com¬ 
mon Market within the 
G ATT Agreements." eallcJ 
or Arab ;o honor the 
1‘i-ycjr pro-. i-.iimjl period 
allowed for the developing 
coutnrie. in implement 
agreements, espe- 
:h>c dealing with Ihc 
pr ■'tec: ion of i me Heclu.il 
property nf food, medical, 
and biological products 
The participants in the 
es-.-n: also called upon their 
■t.’ite? ‘a enact special Ijws 
u:. parent:, nf public health 
unj nutrition to preserve 
vital Arab mterc-ts. 


The Arab Republic o| 
Yemen recently adopted 
new reci!!.ihnns which 
abolish import-export 
restrictions. In a new policy 
"1 trade liberalization, j 
republican decree has Keen 
issued to oblige commercial 
banks to deal with business¬ 
men ’.vi!h,.;:i interference «:»r 
obstacles However, what is 
required from Yemeni 
importers is to have a valid 
and registered trade license, 
and to open a bank credit 
for that specific 
importation. 


*■ Sudan is worried about 
■in expected l : N sanctions 
because of three Egyptians 
accused of at templing to 
kill President Hnsnt Muba¬ 
rak in Addis Ababa last 
year. They are alleged l<> be 
hiding m Sudan. Speaking 
to reporters, the Sudanese 
Islamist', leader Hasan Al 
Turahi ;.aij his country h 3 S 
dpne it* best to satisfy the 
L-N. He added that lie is nut 
concerned with sanctions. 
Sudan h telf-rcliant. and 
such sanctions may lead to 
the promotion of economic 
activities in the counity. He 
told his people not m worry 
f Sudan has 100 million 
heads of livestock, and 
plenty of grains. 
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been charged, the Israelis say. 

The rewards of martyrdom 
were well-understood by Abu 
Wardeh and Sarahnc. Islamic 
writings and the Koran 
describe paradise as a place 
full of wonderful fruits, as well 
as beautiful virgins, called 
“houriyaL" And while ordinary 
Muslims must make their case 
with the angels in paradise, the 
faithful believe that martyrs 
ascend directly to a preferred 
position close to God. 

For ihc families, too, there 
arc benefits. Many Muslims 
believe that a martyr can bring 
70 of his friends and relatives 
into heaven, no questions 
asked. And. in the Palestinian 
community, families of mar¬ 
tyrs are treated as honored citi¬ 
zens. worthy of great respect- 

in Palestinian communities, 
the death of a martyr has in the 
past been routinely celebrated 
in a “wedding” party, where 
the bitter coffee of traditional 
Islamic mourning is replaced 
by the sweet coffee, cakes and 
candies of happy occasions 
and where a grieving mother 
gamely smiles through tcar- 
streaked faces. 

Those celebrations play 
another important role in soci¬ 
ety. namely to encourage 
future suicide bombers. 
Because of that, the Israeli 
government has recently 
banned the festivities, evicted 
families of bombers from their 
homes, arrested dozens of rela¬ 
tives and sealed off the houses. 
For two y ears, the government 
also has refused to release the 
bodies of suicide bombers to 
families for burial. 

The family homes of Abu 
Wardeh and Sarahnc have 
been scaled: beige-colored 
metal plates cover the windows 
and the front doors were blow- 
mrehed shut. Their parents, 
most of their siblings and other 
relatives have been detained. 
Blood samples have been taken 
to verify their identities. 

For nnv.. the camp is under 
a strict curlew. Israeli irc^ops 
clomp through the streets, 
barking at residents bold 
enough to suck their heads out 
of their windows. And yet the 
actions of Aba Wardeh and 
Sarahnc arc w idely admired. 

"You have to hove a lot of 
courage and a strong belief to 
become a martyr.' explained 
Johad Taha. Sarahnc’* uncle. 
"When the israelis say this is a 
camp o; terrorists, wc are 
proud. It's difficult to show 
nur feelings but inside, wc feel 
these men are martyrs. Wc 
hold the ‘wedding’ celebration 
in our heart" IS 
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Attempt at the Taiwanese economic jugular 

Chinese heavy-handedness 
fuels popular anger 


China’s missiles seen as 
much internal as external 


By Keith B. Richburg 

LA Tines- Washington Rost News 
Service 

KEELUNG, Taiwan—Taiwanese 

sometimes refer to this congested port 
city as the “rain town” for its seem-' 
jngly permanent mist, but now it has 
taken on a more dubious distinction as 
one of the flash points in a game of dip¬ 
lomatic muscle-flexing by mainland 
China’s Communist leaders firing 
-remote -guided ballistic missiles into a 
splash point a few miles offshore. 

Bin if Keelung sits perilously close 
' to danger—the risk of an errant missile 
is ever-present—it is not obvious from 
the shrugs of defiance in the crowded 
seafood marketplace or from the 
cracked and weathered faces of the 
fishermen, dockworkers and vendors 
whose livelihoods would be seriously 
affected if the confronta¬ 
tion is prolonged. 

“Everybody is a little 
worried, but there’s no 
reason to be afraid," said £ 

Wang Chi-san, a dock- 
worker in a white hard 
hat and blue overalls, 
who was busy helping 
unload a shipment of 
powerful Chinese-made 
gram alcohoL 

“Just normal” is how 
a harbor policemans 
Thomas Wong, 

described the day's 
activities, hours after a 
Chinese missile splashed 
down 21 miles offshore. 

“1 don't think it will 
affect us.” 

The only one here 
who claims even to have 
been on hand to hear the 
first confirmed missile landing last Fri¬ 
day morning was a lighthouse atten¬ 
dant, Su Teh-tsun, who described hear¬ 
ing a sound like an “exploding tire." 
Most fishing boats stayed in the harbor 
Friday morning, heeding government 
warnings to steer clear of the missile 
landing zone. 

Harbor bureau director Te-An Han 
said the only disruption to commercial 
slapping activities was the delayed arri¬ 
val of one Japanese ship due in from 
Okinawa. 

In general, shipping industry sources 
have reported little disruption to their 
normal routine, with only some delays 
caused by ships taking more circuitous 
mutes to avoid the free-fine zones. Air 
traffic was unaffected. 

In an effort to bully Taiwanese as 
they prepare to vote later this month in 
this island's first presidential election, 
China's leadership has announced eight 
days of military tests, sending M9 mis¬ 
siles into two designated splash zones 
near Keelung, in Taiwan's north, and 
dose to the larger southern port of 


Kaohsiung. 

Three missiles landed in the early 
morning hours today-one off Keelung 
and two off Kaohsiung, with more 
expected in the coming days. The tests 
have drawn condemnation from around 
the world, including a strons denuncia¬ 
tion from the White House. " 

Chinese President Jiang Zemin said 
that China will not halt its struggle 
against an independent Taiwan until the 
island abandons policies that can be 
interpreted as moving toward 
independence. 

“Our struggle will not stop for a sin¬ 
gle day so long as Taiwanese authorities 
do not cease activities to split the moth¬ 
erland for a single day," the official 
New China News Agency quoted Jiang 
as telling delegates to the National Peo¬ 
ple’s Congress, or parliament. 



Taiwan is the world's 14th-biggesi 
trading economy, and if trade is this 
island’s lifeblood, then the two ports 
closest to the Chinese target zones are 
its principal arteries, jointly accounting 
for 70 percent of Taiwan’s two-way 
trade. Beijing's decision to lob missiles 
just 21 miles from Keelung and 32 
miles from Kaohsiung. was seen as a 
bold attempt to ratchet up the pressure 
by striking directly at Taiwan's eco¬ 
nomic jugular—a kind of de facto eco¬ 
nomic embargo. 

But by most accounts here, the 
effort—so far at least— appears to be 
falling short of the mark. 

“They certainly haven’t achieved 
their objective.” said Andrew Yang, 
secretary general of the Chinese Center 
for Advanced Policy Studies, or CAPS, 
a Taipei-based think tank. “The senti¬ 
ment seems to be to continue business 
as usual.” 

Yang flew down to the Kaohsiung 
area and said after his return, "As far as 
1 can see. the sea links and air links are 
normal." 


Even Taiwan's stock market, which 
usually fluctuates up and down to reflect 
uncertainty in Taiwan's relations with 
China, Friday seemed to defy expecta¬ 
tions. Stocks posted gains of 34.35 
points, op 1.24 percent. 

Those outward signs of defiance, 
though, masked signs of anxiety. Many 
' Taiwanese reportedly were trying to con¬ 
vert their money into US dollars, and last 
Friday most banks were reporting short¬ 
ages of US currency and imposing strict 
withdrawal limits. One bank was 
reported to have run out of dollars. 

Prosperous Taiwan boasts $89 billion 
in foreign exchange reserves, among the 
largest reserves in the world. One report 
said the government has spent $1.2 bil¬ 
lion trying to shore up the value of the 
currency, the New Taiwan dollar, or NT. 

There is also a risk that the economic 
effects could worsen if the 
• conflict drags on. In Kaoh- 
[ siung, Wu Min-hsiung, acting 
director of the local fisher¬ 
men's association, was quoted 
as % saying the fishing industry 
could lose a million US dollars 
over the next week. 

The object of Beijing’s ire 
is Taiwan’s president Lee 
Teng-hui. who is campaigning 
hard for re-election in ballot¬ 
ing 23 March. Lee has infuri¬ 
ated China with his globe¬ 
trotting diplomatic campaign 
to heighten this long-isolated 
island's international profile. 
China's Communist leaders 
fear his efforts come danger¬ 
ously. close to seeking Kill- 
fledged independence for the 
island of 21 million people. 

Lee remained on the cam¬ 
paign trail last Friday, not 
commenting directly on the 
missile firings. Instead, he left it to a 
stream of other government officials to 
denounce the mainland for its attempts 
at "intimidation” and to urge residents to 
remain calm. 

China :>eems to be hoping the missile 
tests will frighten enough “voters away 
from Lee to reduce his share of the vote. 

But in the past, such attempts to 
manipulate the Taiwanese have misfired: 
whenever China has launched missiles 
or staged military exercises, Lee’s popu¬ 
larity has gone up. In limes of crisis and 
confrontation—and this is the most seri¬ 
ous so far—Taiwanese rally around their 
silver-haired, leader, who prajecis an air 
of calm authority in standing up the 
mainland. 

Some analysts predict that China’s 
heavy-handedness may only serye to 
fuel popular anger, and perhaps increase 
somewhat the vote share of the presiden¬ 
tial campaign's only avowedly pro- 
independence candidate. Peng Ming- 
m in. Still . no one thinks Lee will lose— 
and they say China's bullying may actu¬ 
ally give his campaign a boost. ■ 


By Rone Tempest 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

BEUING—China's missiles are aimed at 
Taiwan, pan of an intimidation campaign 
as the island prepares for its first direct 
presidential election. But the true target of 
this week’s massive military exercises is at 
least as much internal as it is external. 

U 1 think a lot of this has to do with the 
grand succession battle we've heard so 
much about," a Western diplomat here said 
of China's firing of three M-9 missiles into 
the Taiwan Strait last Friday. ‘The central 
leadership is trying to curry favor with the 
military." 

As 91-year-old Deng Xiaoping slowly 
fades from the scene, a handful of Commu¬ 
nist Party leaders are vying to take his 
position at the helm of the Beijing regime. 
Leading the pack is China's president, 
Jiang Zemin, who also serves as general 
secretary of the Chinese Communist Party. 

In a succession struggle, none of the top 
leaders can afford to appear soft on die 
core issue of Chinese nationalism— the 
long-sought repatriation of Taiwan to the 
mainland. Support of the military is key. 

This was abundantly clear last June 
when Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui 
made his controversial “private” visit to 
the United States to attend a reunion at 
Cornell University. 

In the aftermath of the visit, which pro¬ 
voked China to withdraw its ambassador 
from Washington, Jiang came under fire 
from the military for not taking a strong 
enough stand in response. This reportedly 


cost the 69-year-old Jiang, a former 
Shanghai mayor with no direct military 
experience, some of the support in the 
army that he had painstakingly collected 
after being named Deng's handpicked suc¬ 
cessor in 1989. 

As a result, Jiang spent much of last 
year attempting to recoup by directing an 
increasingly aggressive campaign of 
harassment against Taiwan. 

In July and again in August, China con¬ 
ducted a series of missile tests off Tai¬ 
wan's coast. In October, Jiang was shown 
on state television somberly reviewing 
massive military exercises at an unnamed 
locale in eastern China. 

The unarmed missiles fired last Friday 
targeted areas off Taiwan's two biggest 
ports, Kaohsiung and Keelung, provoking 
a nervous and testy response from Japan 
and other neighbors. Like those of a 
marksman setting his sights, the missile 
shots were bracketed at the northern and 
southern extremes of the island, proving 
the Chinese military capability to reach 
any part of the heavily populated territory. 

In a speech before deputies of the 
National People’s Congress, Jiang vowed 
to continue the hard line against Taiwan. 

“Our struggle wilt not stop for a single 
day so long as Taiwanese authorities do 
not cease activities to split the mother¬ 
land." Jiang said. 

It is no accident that the week of mili¬ 
tary maneuvers and missile firings over¬ 
laps with the meeting of the National Peo¬ 
ple's Congress at the Great Hall of the 
People here. The congress, which meets 


once every five years, elects the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party, 
appoints members to the powerful Central 
Military Commission and names the gen¬ 
eral secretary of die party. As such, it is 
integrally involved in the political succes¬ 
sion process. 

The Taiwan crisis has given the current 
session, which opened last Tuesday, an 
extremely nationalistic tenor that was 
reflected in the opening address by Pre¬ 
mier Li Peng. 

‘The question of Taiwan is China’s 
internal affair,” Li said. “China will brook 
no interference by outside forces under 
whatever pretext and in whatever form. 
We are in favor of and bave consistently 
been working for peaceful reunification, 
but we shall not undertake to renounce the 
use of force.” 

US Secretary of Defense William J. 
Perry called the tests “reckless" and “an 
act of coercion." He said Lhe Pentagon is 
using Navy ships and an Air Force spy 
plane to monitor the flight paths and elec¬ 
tronic emissions of the Chinese missiles. 

In one of the few direct references to 
the military actions in the Taiwan Strait. 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qicben 
said that Taiwanese residents need not 
“panic” although China's designated mis¬ 
sile testing zone is at some points only 20 
nautical miles from the island. 

Jf Taiwan continues its steady push 
toward independent recognition in tbe 
world community, be said, the result 
could be a "real disaster" ■ 


Iranian Majlis elections 

Vote marked by degree of 
anti-Americanism 


By John Daniszewsld 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

TEHRAN. Iran—There were 
no Americans on the ballot, 
but (here was still a healthy 
whiff of anti-Americanism in 
the air last Friday as Iranians 
flocked to the polls to elect 
their fifth parliament since the 
takeover of the country by 
Islamists 17 years ago. 

The main drama of the vote 
was whether a slate of prag¬ 
matist economic reformers 
aligned with President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani will gain 
ground against a strictly tradi¬ 
tional clerical faction under 
the current parliament 
speaker.' Ali Akbar Naieq- 
Nuri. Never before in the 
Islamic republic's history 
were voters given such a clear 
choice of political programs. 

But the election to choose 


the 270-seat Majlis, or parlia¬ 
ment, also was trumpeted as a 
test of revolutionary fervor and 
one more chance for Iranians 
to defy the 1 'arrogant power”— 
the United States—especially 
since their country is under 
new threat of international iso¬ 
lation following the recent 
wave of deadly bombings in 
Israel. 

For the week preceding the 
election, newspapers close to 
tbe mullahs who now control 
parliament were urging voters 
to come out in large numbers, 
calling every vote cast "a bullet 
straight to the heart of our 
enemies." 

“America and Israel have 
increased their propaganda 
pressure on Iran with the aim 
of making people less inter¬ 
ested in the election,” said Raf¬ 
sanjani after casting his vote at 
the hall where the late Ayatol¬ 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, the 


US charge that Castro y s 37-year-old regime is as unpredictable as ever 

End of cold war has not dampened 
Cuba’s military spending 


father of Iran's Islamic revolu¬ 
tion. used to greet visitors. 
“But experience shows that it 
has had the opposite effect" 

By early last Saturday, tbe 
government indicated that 
turnout was heavy. More than 
half of Iran's 63 million people 
were eligible to cast ballots, in 
part because the voting age 
was recently lowered to 15. 
Definitive results are not 
expected until next week. 

That the election happened 
four days after the United 
States accused Iran of provid¬ 
ing financial and tactical sup¬ 
port to Palestinian militants in 
Israel—charges vehemently 
denied here—helped fan an 
anti-American mood that 
affected even ordinary 
Iranians. 

“At the beginning of the 
revolution, America began to 
be against Iran. From that time 
we realized that we cannot 
trust America, and we began 
to be against America," said 
28-year-old Bezad Holedih, a 
Ministry of Jihad (Holy War) 
worker standing among voters 
at the Amir Mosque in central 
Tehran. 

Another voter, a mother 
holding an infant to her black 
chador, made a distinction 
between the US government 
and its citizens. 

"The United States govern¬ 
ment is our enemy, not the 
people of America." said 
Zarah Ali Akbari. "Some of 


controlled media have pro¬ 
vided a steady diet of anti- 
Americanism, making it a cen¬ 
tral tenet of the regime. 

Although the Rafsanjani 
slate in Friday's election is 
considered slightly more open 
to the West than the present 
Majlis, there is no indication 
that there will be any attempt 
to repair the US-Iran" relation¬ 
ship anytime soon. 

In the current climate, diplo¬ 
mats said, that would be politi¬ 
cal suicide. 

Nevertheless, one occasion¬ 
ally detects a note of regret 
among Iranian officials, many 
of whom lived in the United 
States before the revolution to 
escape the shah's secret police. 

“There should be some less¬ 
ening of tensions, a de- 
escalation,” said Deputy For¬ 
eign Minister Javad Zarif, a 
1981 graduate of San Fran¬ 
cisco State University. “But, 
logically speaking, there 
should be a willingness on both 
sides." 

So far the elections of 37 
constituencies have been com¬ 
pleted; there are still 13 more 
to go because the candidates 
did not receive the minimum 
votes required for winning. 

The traditionalists, who 
dominated the last Majlis are 
again expected to be in the 
driver's seat However, they 
together with the reformers 
have already retrieved 80 per¬ 
cent of the votes cast. 


By John Ward Anderson 

LA Tunes-Washington Post News 
Service 

HAVANA, Cuba—The view from 
*£ US Interests Section here offers a 
smashing vista of the Havana coast 
and skyline, punctuated by a gigantic 
billboard 300 yards down the road 
with a smug taunt. 

‘‘Mr Imperialist!" screams a 
bereted. gun-toting cartoon revolu¬ 
tionary to a growling Linde Sam. 
“We have absolutely no fear of you!” 

That could be the same message 
drawn from saber rattling between 
Cuba and the United States that flared 
two weeks ago when the Communist 
government shot down two civilian 
aircraft as -they flew over the water 
UOTlh of this capita 1- 
But there could be a different inier- 
tfjetaiion as well: Fear might be pre- 
Jseiy the reason that a small Carib- 
/*an island, which nevertheless is one 
the most militarized nations in the 
would scramble MiG-29 
tighter planes armed with advance 
njissiles to shoot down unarmed 
Cessnas apparently with little or no 
,w aming; 

“We are 90 miles from an enemy 
“tat is the world’s only superpower, 
•tid which took three days to wipe 
dui Iraq,” Carlos Losada Jardin. 44. a 
former soldier who spent 37 months 
fighting with the Cuban army in 
^gola, said, explaining Cuba’s large 
military and quick response. 

A half-mile away, a 3 b-year-old 
Employed schoolteacher in a one- 
[?om apartment that she shares with 
“ Ve family members offered a dil'fer- 
J 1 explanation for what she called 
be country's paranoia: “They need a 
5 'g military because they are 3fraid 
be people here will explode." 

Wheti^ to prevent another Bay of 
jp or to keep President Fidel Castro 
W power—or both—the military 
*main& a linchpin of this society, a 
*y employer and one of the Commu- 
ist government’s least corrupted 
omponents. A US government haek- 
round paper found that "in Latin 
>meriea. only Brazil, with a popula¬ 


tion 13 times greater, has 
a larger militaryand 
concluded that Cuba is 
“one of the most highly 
militarized societies in 
the world." 

A nation the size of 
Pennsylvania, with about 
11 million people, Cuba 
is no longer the US 
national security threat it 
was in the 1960s. when it 
almost became a Soviet 
nuclear outpost, or in the 
1970s and '80s. when it 
fomented communist 
insurrection in Latin 
America. 

But the events of the 
last weeks underscore Lhe 
deep US resentment that 
after other revolutions Bk 
have died and the Soviet 
empire has crumbled, H| 
Castro's 37-year-old H 
regime is as unpredictable 
as ever. W 

Coming after a recent K ^ 
warming trend in US- 
Cuban relations, the dash 
refocused attention on 
Cuba’s repression of dis- 
sent and the recent arrest 
and harassment of human B|fef |gg; 
rights advocates, journal- Hppijgg 
isis and others. It also H||pJ| 
highlighted the growing I£|gyK 
influence of Cubans in 
domestic and US politics. p|gi|F| 
the dangers still posed by 
a small but militarily 
powerful adversary just 
outside the Gulf of Mex- r , 
ico and the threat Cuba 
Feels from the United 
Stales. 

“You have the same kind of men¬ 
tality that exists in Israel, where a 
small country is surrounded by pow¬ 
erful enemies.” said Juan Antonio 
Blanco, a retired Cuban diplomat who 
runs a privately funded think tank in 
Havana. "There is not enough money 
or command support in Miami or 
Cuha to initiate a large invasion or 
uprising on the island- But there is 




enough to provoke incidents that 
could put Cuba and the United States 
on a collision course.” 

"There is garrison-state mentality,” 
said a diplomat, who asked not to "be 
identified, "it's not credible that Cuba 
is going to be invaded by anybody 
except mosquitoes, w? (the large mili¬ 
tary) is a way of maintaining control.” 

Bom in revolutionary fervor in the 
late 1950s and early '60s, Cuba's mili¬ 


tary today is feeling 
the pinch of the coun¬ 
try's loss of Soviet 
economic support, 
forcing it to downsize 
and diversify. In addi¬ 
tion to being defender, 
the military, led by 
Castro’s younger 
brother and heir- 
apparent Raul, is 
branching into agricul¬ 
ture and tourism and 
is a leading advocate 
of the island's cau- 
tious-but some say 
symbolically impor¬ 
tant-economic 
changes. 

Estimates of the 
size of Cuba’s military 
vary—from 150,000 
to about 170,000 
active soldiers, with 
another 135.000 ready 

J reserves. The number 
of active soldiers is 
about half what it was 
in the 1960s and has 
been cut by about 
30,000 soldiers in the 
last few years, accord¬ 
ing to a 1995 consul¬ 
tant's report to the 
Pentagon. The Mili¬ 
tary in Transition in 
Cuba. 

The report said the 
military's budget 
shrank from 18.9 per¬ 
cent of the govern¬ 
ment's total expendi¬ 
tures in 1985 to 15.5 
percent in 1990. ancf 
could be as low as 
10.2 percent today. 
With the demise of the Soviet 
Union in 1989, Cuba lost its main 
trading partner and military ally. But 
its sophisticated military machine was 
in place: 240 planes (including MiG- 
235 and MiG-29s), 80 helicopters and 
117 transport aircraft, 1,100 Soviet 
tanks, 1,700 cannon, 200 antiaircraft 
missiles and more than 100 naval ves¬ 
sels, including three submarines. 

The consultant's report noted that 


Cuba is too strapped to purchase new 
weapons or spare parts and will face 
critical maintenance problems in the 
years ahead. Even Raul Castro, who is 
defense minister, admitted in a 1993 
interview with a Mexican reporter that 
"we have an army - - - that is too big 
and expensive in relation to the coun¬ 
try’s economic development." 

That conclusion is driving a new 
program to diversify the military and 
expand its mission into commercial 
ventures, including restaurants, air¬ 
lines, hotels, stores and farming, a mil¬ 
itary commercialization that other 
Latin American countries have tried 
and abandoned as unprofitable. 

In 1992, Raul Castro was instru¬ 
mental in instituting a program that 
allows fanners to sell surplus produce 
for profit, and the military has been 
active in agriculture in part to grow 
goods for sale in those markets. 

While Raul Castro is considered by 
some to be one of tbe key advocates of 
change here— "It’s the Cuban Armed 
Forces, Inc., with Raul as the CEO,” 
said one diplomat—many analysis 
believe that Fidel C-astro is vehemently 
opposed to any economic liberaliza¬ 
tion. Measures enacted in the last two 
years include permitting limited self- 
employment. foreign investment and 
trading in US dollars. 

In recent months, according to ana¬ 
lysts here, the Cuban president has 
started to slow or pull back on some of 
the shift, now that the country has 
emerged from the worst of its eco¬ 
nomic crisis. Some observers see that, 
combined with the shoot-down of the 
Brothers to the Rescue planes and the 
recent arrest and harassment of as 
many as 100 dissidents, there is a 
deliberate attempt by Castro's govern¬ 
ment to derail the pew openings to the 
Wesr as a way of consolidating power 
at home. 

"The foreign enemy is blamed for 
all failures,” said plizanJo Sanchez, a 
top human rights activist in Havana, 
claiming that the shoot-down of the 
two Cessnas and the subsequent stand¬ 
off with the United States was par¬ 
tially an attempt to divert the popula¬ 
tion's attention from internal 
problems. ■ 


them are against us, but not Rafsanjani said the elections 
alL” have been marred by a US- 

Years after the uprising that Israeli propaganda war against 

deposed longtime . US ally Iran with a view to divert the 

Shah Mohammed Reza Pah- people's participation. How- 

la vi. the specter of a sinister ever, he added, the election 

United States awaiting its results proved that people were 

chance to crush Iran remains a not affected by such pro pa - 
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Fashion 
at its 
best 


i 


U nder the patronage of HRfl 
Princess Basina, the Inerwheel 
in Jordan, in conjunction with 
the Inerwheel Egypt, was launched at 
the Inter.ContinentaL It was followed 
by a fashion show at the Hotel. ■ 


Samra’s Nabatiyat 
displayed at the old Darat 


By Eyad Aroma ri 
Srccial to The Star 


U N TUESDAY. March 
5. an exhibition by the 
Saudi artist Falsa! 
Samra entitled Nabatiyat was 
opened at Darat Al-Funun. On 
display arc two series, '.he first, 
called the Nabatiyat and con¬ 
sisting of e'cven pieces, is a 
series" of glass, plastic, clay and 
college. The second, called the 
Suspension series consists of 
four pieces, of mixed media 
on canvas and come from 
Samra's previous exhibitions. 

Samra graduated from the 
Ecule National? Supcricurs des 
Beaux-Ans. Paris. France. He 
is a contemporary artist nut 
doesn't like to be categorized 
according to any sclvoo!. 


"I like tc be contemporary 
but I also like to keep my ref¬ 
erences to whatever visual 
images, myths, and stories the 
culture has." he told The Star. 
“I try not to cut away the roots 
of the past from my contempo¬ 
rary approach." he added. 

The four works in the sus¬ 
pension scries have no regular 
shape but have a striking 
appeal. The Wound, red prims 
and red media on suspended 
canvas, comes as an introduc¬ 
tion to what Samra wanted out 
of his approach, ’*! tried to 
destroy the barriers and fron¬ 
tiers of the various media, and 
with mixed media, i like to 
document different acts." he 
said. Samra believes than every 
image can be seen as a train of 
acts.'Ii’s like a continuation of 




Trccss o/Ar.geis 


the life act - the crea¬ 
tion act," he added He 
feels that a painting on 
a regular square or a 
rectangle is like a sim¬ 
ple cut and can be very 
limited as to where it 
goes. "When you cut its 
edges and give it a free 
form, it becomes free. It 
starts a dialogue with 
the outer world." 

For every exhibition, 

Samra has a theme, not 
simply inspirational, 
but also tangible in a 
contemporary frame. “I 
hate repealing myself 
and the solutions of the 
problems, but I try to 
keep the same inner 
feeling. Somehow it’s a 
difficult game." he said. 

The inspiration for the 

eleven colleges came_ 

from the desert, specifi- g 
caliy the architecture in 
the desert. 

“Being to Petra and 
Wadi Rum—it’s a visual 
shock, like many previous 
shocks." he said. “Places, 
smells, lights, textures, graffiti, 
everything—it affects me, it 
accumulates in me and stays 
with me." He found the south¬ 
ern Jordan experience very 
inspiring, sometimes “mad". 
Regarding the etchings on the 
walls at Wadi Rum. Samra 
said, “It was very spiritual, ani¬ 
mals with wings! You could 
just see them coming out and 



A1 Samra's Wound 


triangle r 


flying." 

Samra has had 10 solo exhi¬ 
bitions and 14 group exhibi¬ 
tions. Although he is consid¬ 
ered a radical in many Arab 
countries, this is not portrayed 
in his works, but in his ideas. 
He uses illustrations from old 
Arabic books in his collages 
and. in some cases, he tries to 
pose questions related to cer¬ 
tain firm beliefs in the culture 
itself. The exhibition is on till 
the end of the month. ■ 


ECCuWCS 


• Arab Food Catering Co Ltd, owner and operator of Pizza 
Hut restaurants in Jordan has successfully opened it’s sixth 
restnrant in Amman. Hie new resturant is located on Univer¬ 
sity road, across the main entrance of the University of Jordan. 

After one month, a new retaurant in Sweifiyah will be 
opened. 

Also, Pizza Hut Jordan will launch it’s long awaited prod¬ 
uct: Stuffed Crnst Pizza towards the end of March, 1996. 


Abdul flunks 


New appointments at 
the InterContinental 


» _ »' 

Irelands’ St. Patrick’s Day 

Shamrock celebrations at Marriott 


\1&J itfc the new.- 
% % expansions 
: ~ at the Hotel 

Imer.ContiiKniai 
Jordan, a series of 
promotions have 
been wmoracel in 
the management 
team. Mr Nratir 
Saudi has ;*wn pro¬ 
moted to the new 
position ‘>F Rooms 
Division Manager, he 
vrill be in-charge of 
overseeing the activi¬ 
ties or the front 
office, housekeening, 
‘the rial? florr. the 
.-business center, and 
the la.indrv dcofart 


By Ed el Barghouti 
Special to the Star 



Inter .Coni; nenta! A«*ir Saudi 

Jordan «h years ago 
as From tit tic? 

Manager. 

Ms D?£T. Mai-smid has been promoted to Personal 
Aduvinisfi ?ior -a la? General Manager. Ms Massoud 
joined fht hotel free!: in 197ft and this promotion comes as 
a rcenguifron r.f her dedication tc the establishment 
tfrraqpx itt ifcwc rears. 

Mr Gecrge iVababneb take; over Ihe position of Front 
Office Muster. These moves demonstrate the policy of 
“promo!Ir.r, from within” adopted by Inter.Con linen lal as 
recognition of the high caliber of personnel at the hotel ■ 


O N MARCH 17, the 
Irish -dll over the world 
celebrate Sl Patrick's 
Day, the national day of Ire¬ 
land. Over tiie years many Irish 
men and w omen left iheir 
homeland to seek work and a 
new life abroad The result is 
many small Irish communities, 
established all over the world. 
They turn their thoughts to the 
land of saints and scholars on 
this day. 

St Patrick brought Christian¬ 
ity to this wmd-sw-pi island 
around the year 445. By using 
the shamrock, a tiny three- 
leafed plant, to explain Chris¬ 
tianity. St Patrick also gave Ire¬ 
land its national emblem. St. 
Patrick's Day j? 3 huge event 
in the US where 1,6000.000 
Irish people emigrated. In New 
York and Boston particularly, 
cities which boas: very large 
Irish communities, parades ore 
held with beautifully adorned 
floats. Even the risers are 
fumed green with dye. Green 
beer is served and McDonalds 


even prepare green milkshakes 
to honor the day. 

Back in Ireland things are 
more subdued. Everyone has 
the day off from school and 
work and a grand parade is 
held in Dublin, the capital city. 
The majority of Irish begin the 
day by going to mass. Every¬ 
one wears a sprig of shamrock 
the national emblem of Ireland. 
Irish children wear a St Pat¬ 
rick's Day badge which dis¬ 
plays the green, white and gold 
of the Irish Hag. 

Here in Jordan, although 
many Americans and English 
people of Irish descent will cel¬ 
ebrate St Patrick's Dav. for the 
100 or so Irish citizens it will 
be a very meaningful day. For 
mans of the insh, whether out 
here on work contracts or liv¬ 
ing permanently m Jordan the 
day will begin by telephoning 
home. A special mass is orga¬ 
nized in Amman 10 honor St 
Patrick with hymns sung in the 
Gaelic language This year. 
Salim Saad. Ireland's Hono¬ 
rary Consul to Jordan, is orga¬ 
nizing 3 mass in Amman. "I 
organize this mass for the Irish 
community in Jordan cvcrv 


year," explained Mr Saad. 
“Father Fitzpatrick, an Irish¬ 
man himself, will conduct the 
mass this year and everyone is 
welcome to come. This is our 
way of bringing the Irish com¬ 
munity close together on St 
Patrick's Day to celebrate the 
feat of Ireland's patron saint." 
he said. 

The Tara Irish Ladies of 
Amman started a new tradition 
last year by being the first frish 
group to organize a hall in 
Amman. This year again, a 
grand ball will he held on 17 
March 17 by the ' Marriott 
Hotel. The Joe Mac Bund, 
from Co. Cork in southern Ire¬ 
land. will be flying in :n enter¬ 
tain the guests. Famous for 
their unique brand of entertain¬ 
ment, Joe Mac and his hand 
will play Iri<h and western 
music. Fresh shamrock from 
Ireland will be given to each 
guest attending the ball. 

A superb three course ntc.il 
with an Irish flavor will ho 
served. and the world 
renowned Irish whisky, and 
Baileys Irish cream will be at 
hand. Tickets for this event are 
still available from the 


Marriott. 

Although a small commu¬ 
nity in Jordan, the Irish are 
closcly-knic and meet regu¬ 
larly. There arc about 50 Irish 
girls flying with Royal Jorda¬ 
nian as air hostesses. Many 
have been out here for a long 
time and see Jordan as a sec¬ 
ond home. There arc another 
35 to 40 Irish women who arc 
married and live permanently 
in Jordan. Many also flew for 
the national flag carrier and 
eventually settled down. 

The Irish in Jordan also 
work as teachers, nurses, and 
with international agencies 
such as the United Nations. 
Still mot? Irish men and 
women are hero on contract 
work with foreign companies 
Steeped in-history and natural 
beauty. Jordan is very special 
to ail these people who arc 
similar in many ways and 
known for their hospitality On 
St Patrick's Day you will find 
as many Jordanians as Irish 
celebrating this least, remem¬ 
bering the Emerald Isle and all 
her people wherever they may 
be. ■ 
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After years of harboring his secret desires, 
Ned finally hits on the senior librarian. 


Finest in Welcome aboard 



auction 


M r William La tour 
joins Hotel 

Inter. Continental as 
Assistant Food & Beverage 
Manager. He brings wiih 
him an extensive worldwide 
experience from the top 
gotirmcnl restaurants and 
hotels. Mr Lalour Last posi- 


A lwo-day exhibi- 
ti az and suction 
sale will start 
today, Thurs¬ 
day at 5.#-3 pm in the 
Inter. CcnticenJol 
Hotel. The auction 
starting the following 
day, Friday 4.00 pm 
will Indude over 200 
Hems. On display and 
for s»le are 56 pieces of 
some of the fittest por- 
cefin from France, Hol¬ 
land, Germany and 
Britain. There !■? also 
Ear?r« and oriental 
IS of which . 
are frets Britain* In 
addition there is a col- 
lecticn of silver pieces 
and oM oriental rugs. 

The exhibition and 
auction are organized 
by Topaz International 
, who are leaden in arts 
and antiques (See ad on 
fast page). ■ 


lion was convention manager 
at the Carlton 

Intercontinental f Cannes). 
Mr Lalour. a French 
national, is 29, single and 
enjoys jogging, old cars and 
good food. 

Let's all wish him the best 
in this new endeavor. 



The Reader’s Test??? 


Lataur 


OVERHEAD AT TURING this time is taking another; 
path by avoiding the mention of the gastronomic 3 
features of Torino Restaurant, Chewk&ite Cafe and', 
the forthcoming opening of Cb&rs Upstairs, to test ■ 
the effectiveness and the reach of this column to Star • 
readers'’ 

For visitors to Jordan, Turino is tucked around the 



main square of Sweifiyeh on the Southern side of 6th 
circle. v'?’ - ' 


Understanding only German, Fritz was unaware 
rnaf me Clouds wore becoming threatening. 


Lacoste at Daoud Taycoons 


A mmon 1 S tor >—International French 
Trade Mark Lacoste is a popular name 
among the youth in France. This 

French product was _ 

brought to Jordan in the ^ 

early eighties. 

Mr Fade! Daoud. 

General Manager of 
Fadcl Daoud and Sons 
Company toid The Star 4 

"Wc sinned in fall/wintcr j * 

of 95/96 taking the • *j t + ft ~ 

agency exclusively lor y- -r 0 ' rl —- *3 J '] J 

French Lacoste in rhe 0 ^ 

Jordan market. Wc /try. , rtry-'' 9 

zDaoud'Vucooni . 

rugby shirts, trousers. * 


sweaters. These products arc made in France 
and brought straight to Jordan at a reasonable 
price." 


This time wc have a specialljnffcr>ibr the readers of 
(his column. Simple and old 'fashioned as K may f 
sound, hut .stJU good value to the reader, Turino ; 
Restaurant has offered for the Reader's TqsVtft^e * 
of a free bottle of wine for a table of 4 (Four) persons. | 


* 


Mr Daoud said 
"Lacostc means- 
wear is already sold 
at our new Daoud 
Ta> coons Casual 
Center in Jabel 
Luwcibdch. He 
added “Wc arc 
going to receive a 
new shipment for 
*96 spring and sum¬ 
mer collection 
including leisure 
wear and yachting 
clothes. P 


of a free bottle of wine for a table of 4 (Four) persons. 1 
with NO minimum charge. Thl^^CTer is valid for j. 

guests who present this issue of ■ **' ' _ ? 

Overhead at Turino., The 
cuisine is basically, Italian but 
the Turino Restaurant has now 
become famous for It's Sizzling 
Fillet and Exotic Sauces. I n, IhHRBI ® , 


Dsr =■ 

■ 

■ HS^ a! ^*r5%s- 

■-?W "'“■■■-“in 

' "ICHTS 

■ >s (3 

ft ' ,Clv "l:ber.o.*~ 

k ^ vs) 


Please call 863944 for 

your reservation nr to share 
your, cohinie) its. 

Wfi WILL APPRECIATE 
YOUR COMMENTS OR 
FEEDBACK WHATEVER 
YOUR SOURCES A^E IN 
ORDER TO ALLOW US TO 
SERVE YOU BETTER. 


Films 

■ East of Eden, at The 
American Center. Thurs¬ 
day. 14 March at 5:00 pm. 

■ Cezanne, at Darat al Fu- 
nun. Thursday. 14 March at 
5:30 pm. 

■ I-u femme d‘ d ,n;~ at the 
French Culture Center, 
Monday. 18 March at 8 pm . 

* Jutc\ ri ji m aI ihe 

French Culture Center, 
Tuesday. 19 March at 6 pm. 

■ Wind in the Wdiows. at 
the British Council, Tues¬ 
day. 19 March 


Exhibitions 

* The works of the Iraqi art¬ 
ist Hi mat Muhammad Ali, 
entitled "Meditation" at Da¬ 
rat al Funun, continue un¬ 
til! 25 March. 

■ The works of the Saudi 
artist Faisal al Samra, at Da¬ 
rat al Funun, starting on 
Tuesday, until 31 March. 

X Paintings and Sculptures 
by over 50 Co/iiemporaiy 
Arab Artists at Darat at Fu¬ 
nun 

■ The works of Nawal Ab¬ 
dullah at the French Cnl- 
ture Center, continuing 
until 2 April. 
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WorldTimes 


TribuneMondialf . 


initiative 


The geometry of an equilateral triangle 
matches that of the WoridPaper Wealth 
of Nations Triangle Index. Balance- 


change factors is a way 
of measuring what we 
treasure. The lines 


through the coin in the logo 
indicate flows of money be 
tween countries and continents. 


Compiled by Wilford Welch, Ge 
offrey Groesbeck and Toinoko 
Shibuya ofWorid Times, die index will 


he reviewed, renewed and published 


quarterly. 







:• vsr • r; 




¥*W 









Viz. 


:> * > 




mm 


; ' . i ■’ 

' ' •• f, 










mmm 


mm 


9 m 


im 


'STS? 








iHl 




.i"fvj 







mm. 


'■-■v : * 

j- v A- 7? r* > * -* -> * 














i 7; 






’4py 




-fe 








magmijr 

- kMm 

' v ' • a -' f| 

mmrnm 




’ V- 











<y 




I 


MS* 




:’#4" 





(Mi 


m 


mmi 


*m. 


mt 




mmi 
:- ~'.\- 




mmmm 


iil 


tpfSL 


L <*£«Vj 








m&m? 













c> • 


j/icj&S.* 


i 


mM 

m «0 

'mtm 


•t's 






^/5i- 


y fH'fhi 


W\ 


hi\ 


Uf 














A kM L ft|„ ilH,| 

vUSfifl HBpflPPC 


Malaysia 


Casta Bfca 






SouHiAfrfca 


niBfpiilnm 


"^S fT T ^ i p T T7 


NATIONAL ECONOMY 

► Gross domestic product ($US per capita) 

+ Consumer Price Index increase (1987 == 100) 

^ Purchasing power parity (real GDP per capita in $US) 

► Male/female wage parity level 

► Annual inflation rate (%) 

► Gross domestic product growth (%) 

► Agricultural sector contribution to GDP growth (%) 

► Industrial sector contribution to GDP growth (%) 

► Services sector contribution to GDP growth (%) 

GOVERNMENT REVENUE ft EXPENDITURE 

► Tax revenues (as a % of GNP) 

► Government expenditures (as a % of GNP) 

► Overall government deficit/surplus (as a % of GNP) 

ECONOMIC ft FINANCIAL PRACTICE 

► Independent central bank? 

► Currency fully convertible? 

► Full central clearing services? 

► Full financial disclosure laws? 

► Securities exchange in operation? 


► Foreign direct investment (in $US billions) 

► Portfolio investment (in $US billions) 

► Foreign debt service (as a % of GNP) 

► Total longterm debt outstanding (as a % of GNP) 

► Annual import growth (%) 

► Annual export growth (%) 

► Current account balance (in $US millions) 

► Foreign reserves ex-gold (in $US millions) 





... results in revealing ranking of emerging economies 


► Gross national product ($US per capita) 

► Unemployment rate (%) 

► Energy consumption (per capita) 

► Private automobiles/trucks in use 
(per 1000 inhabitants) 

►. External social programs aid received 
($US per capita) 

► UN Human Development index ranking 

SOCIAL STABILITY ft HUMAN RIGHTS 

► Absence of overt territorial disputes? 

► Refugees (as a % of population) 

► Number of foreign tourist arrivals (in thousands) 

► Workers' rights protected? 

* Degree of political rights 

» Degree of civil liberties 

HEALTH 

► Birth rate (out of 1000) 

► Death rate (out of 1000) 

► Life expectancy 

► National healthcare program in operation? 

► Government expenditure on health (% of GDP) 

► Population per physician 

► Population per hospital bed 

► National social security program in operation? 

► Daily calorie supply (per capita) 

ENVIRONMENT , , J 

► Protected land (% of total land area) 

► Signatory to CfTES/rTTA/Montreal Protocol/UNCLOS? 

► Air pollution index (carbon dioxide emissions 

in metric tons per capita) 

► Percentage of population with access to clean water 


By Crocker Snow, Jr 

T he figures, tables and icons 
that appear on this page represent 
something new. It is a statistical at¬ 
tempt to measure the relative 
health, wealth and well-being of a 
□umber ofdeveloping countries— 
“emerging markets 5 ' in the vernacular 
of Western money managers. 

The indexing combines economic, 
social environment and information ex¬ 
change terms. This represents our con¬ 
viction that the prognosis for one devel¬ 
oping country, measured against 
another, can best be realized by merging 
standard economic and financial factors 
with two other kinds of data: social in¬ 
dicators of the quality of life and gauges 
of a people’s ability to readily absorb, 
adapt and exchange information. 

The development of this index has 
taken a year. It was spawned at a gather¬ 
ing of leaders of Western private finan¬ 
cial firms, ranking officials in the United 
Nations system and policy makers from 
developing countries that took place in 
Copenhagen in March 1995 coincident 
with the World Social Summit that 
marked the 50th anniversary of the UN. 

The World Times International In¬ 
quiry, “Money Matters: Financing So¬ 
cial Development in the 21 st Century,” 
took place shortly after the collapse of 
the Mexican peso. Many conference 


participants cited the political shift 
from the Salinas to the Zedillo govern¬ 
ment coupled with social unrest due to 
the Zapatista rebellion in the country’s 
poor southern state of Chiapas as crit¬ 
ical and unaccounted for factors. 

The losses suffered by the people of 
Mexico and by portfolio managers from 
mutual fund companies invested there 
weighed heavily on prospects for con¬ 
tinued Western investment in develop¬ 
ing countries. The Inquiry participants 
agreed that there is an abundance of in¬ 
formation and data about emerging 
economies but a lack of sound perspec¬ 
tive. Mexico’s roller coaster ride in fi¬ 
nancial markets was a powerful illustra¬ 
tion. 

As convener of the Inquiry that fo¬ 
cused on the tension between the im¬ 
peratives of private finance and the ap¬ 
petites of developing countries, World 
Times was encouraged to ary to do 
something about this. Headquartered 
as we are in Boston, which currently has 
more money under management than 
any other city in the world, and as pub¬ 
lisher of The WoridPaper, , which is 
heavily circulated in die developing 
countries of Asia, Latin America, the 
Middle East and Central Europe, we 
welcomed the challenge. 

The index introduced here repre¬ 
sents our best effort. It is based on the 


premise that the three types of indictors 
we highlight are equally important in 
spotlighting a nation’s strengths and 
weaknesses. 

We have learned, in the course of sev¬ 
eral intensive months of preparation, 
that the notion of measuring three such 
diverse sets ofindkators is unusual if not 
unprecedented. The decision to balance 
them evenly is open to challenge. In¬ 
deed, the related essays are written by 
advocates of each apex of the triangle. 

We have measured 55 developing 
countries in this initial index, those 
countries that currently attract attention 
from Western money managers and cap¬ 
ital. For reasons of statistical balance and 
elegance, we have identified 25 items to 
measurein each of the three categories. 

Included are standard items like pur¬ 
chasing price parity (economic), life ex¬ 
pectancy (social) and literacy races (in¬ 
formation). Some more contemporary 
measurements have been sprinkled in 
such as tax revenues as a percent of 
GNP (economic), population per 
physician (social) and PCs per thou¬ 
sand (information). And we have 
spiced the index up with some exotic 
factors like male/female wage parity 
(economic), refugees as a percent of 
population (social) and Internet service 
providers (information). 

- Sourcing these measurements has 


proven a challenge. We turned to three 
favored institutions for help: the IFC, 
the private-sector wing of the World 
Bank, for the primary economic fig¬ 
ures; the United Nations Development 
Program that prepares the annual Hu¬ 
man Development Index (HDI) for es¬ 
sential social indicators: and the Inter¬ 
national Data Corporation, a private 
Massachusetts-based information tech¬ 
nology research company for some 
core information indicators. 

For less conventional data, we tapped 
sources ranging from the World Wildlife 
Fund to Refugees International, from the 
Committee on Press Freedom to The In¬ 
stitute of International Education. 

But sourcing was only half the battle. 
Some core statistics like GDP are read¬ 
ily available, but dated. In other cases, 
official and unofficial figures conflict, 
► REVEALING RANKING PAGE 2 
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Even in Iceland 

Information is king 


By Daind Hill dal 

T urn the economists loose, and ! 
watch the statistics pile up. Round soc 
up some sociologists to study all tics 
those foreign cultures, cor 
Now open your bottom Rlr0KTm: 
drawer, dump in all that ver- fr om ~ 

biage on social trends and send njtnTnij 
the sodologists off to study the P uuilj ll 
indigenous tribes of Atlantis. 

The economic data will be harder to dot 
handle. You need several file cabinets for rest 
all that material. The economists can be cap 
sent off to sharpen their pencils, noses tioi 
and economic forecasting models. ass 

The time has come to get some data par 
that will really predict die likelihood of 1 
success for a newly developing market. exp 
With the arrival of the information like 
society, the best indicator to the future for< 
success of any national market will be env 
the ability to access and use informa- es v 
tion. Go forth and gather data on the infi: 
percentage of offices and homes that caU 
have personal computers. This will tell the: 
you how efficient business will be and wai 
whether the next generation will have con 
the intellectual tools to continue die cou 
growth. j 

Check the volume of books, maga- Fra 
zines and newspapers published; the ic ii 
number oflibraries; the independence of stra 
the media: the number of television and Uni 
radio stations. This will tell you the flow nati 
of information to the society, informing tha; 
them of new ideas, stimulating creativity sup 
and synthesizing disparate develop- trol 
ments into new products and ideas. alio 
Explore the ownership of modems, mo 
ability to access the Internet, availability ove 
of cellular phones and penetration of 1 
CD-ROM drives. These will tell you the die 
ability of the society to communicate, infc 
both with itself and with others any- it. F 
where on the planet- fort 

This is not to sav economic and so- rea: 


dal statistics are worthless. 

Social indicators tell from where a 
society has come. Immigration statis¬ 
tics, the status of health care, pollution 
controls and the number of political 
, ivc parties teU you something of 
-die values that shaped the cur- 

N "~ rent society. Economic indica¬ 

tors tell where a society is to- 
day- GNP. foreign and 
domestic debt, lending rates, foreign 
reserves and government revenue per 
capita are a snapshot of current condi¬ 
tions. They are a statement of national 
assets but not of informational pre¬ 
paredness. 

It is die information indicators that 
explain the rate at which a society is 
likely to progress in the future. A work 
force with good health care, a healthy 
environment and broad political choic¬ 
es will be of litde use if it cannot gather 
information, process it and communi¬ 
cate effectively. Economic statistics in 
themselves do not move a country for¬ 
ward. They must be processed for 
combined meaning that indicates a 
course of action. 

A recent study published by the 
Fraser Institute and 10 other econom¬ 
ic institutes around the world demon¬ 
strates with stunning effectiveness the 
link between economic freedom and 
national prosperity. Those countries 
that consistendy protect the money 
supply, fight inflation, resist price con¬ 
trols, employ rational tax policies and 
allow the free exchange of goods and 
money are the nations that prosper 
over long periods. 

Essential to economic freedom in 
die next 20 years will be free access to 
information and the ability to process 
it. Public policy' aimed at controlling in¬ 
formation flow for short-term political 
reasons will inevitably harm that na¬ 


tion’s progress. The warnings of prob¬ 
lems ahead can come in many forms. 

Egypt finished 79th of the 1 02 coun¬ 
tries in a recent study and has most of the 
woes that afflict developing countries. 
Egyptian gpvemraent officials profess to 
believe in the importance of information 
technology in education and industry. 
Yet Cairo is one of the few major cides of 
the world where one cannot use a cellu¬ 
lar phone. 

The reason: cellular communicadons 
are too difficult to control. They fear the 
Islamic militants who have assassinated 
the odd tourist here and there over recent 
yeans will use cellular phones to good ad¬ 
vantage in their terror campaigns against 
the government. 

Such policy is a warning sign about 
Egypt’s future. The economic stimu¬ 
lus of easy, efficient communications 
in Egypt would in die long terra cre¬ 
ate opportunities that would give die 
youth of the country something more 
constructive to do than turn to terror¬ 
ism. For the moment, Egypt has 
turned from this path. 

The nation that embraces information 
technology, on the other liand, is in a po¬ 
sition to compete in the global arena with 
an effectiveness out of proportion with 
other economic and social indicators. 

Iceland has a population of just 
260,000 people. It is isolated. The cli¬ 
mate is challenging. The language, pro¬ 
tected with a ferocity that puts France 
to shame, is difficult. Yet the informa¬ 
tion technology indicators predict na¬ 
tional growth and success out of pro¬ 
portion with national size and 
handicaps. 

Icelanders are educated. The litera¬ 
cy rate is 100 percent. Most speak two 
or three languages. They are one’ofdie 
leading per capita producers of books 
and magazines. The Internet is widely 
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ed for the former. J I 

Some figures proved elusive.I vfy j 
World Travel and Tourist Council m| 
vided a profusion of informations 
travel habits around theworld,butl 
no data on how many people have pi 
ports in each country. Nor did anyj 
else. We struggled to come up with 
liable figures on relative levels oferi { 
and corruption, but failed. We strov. 
find data on the library lending rate 
different countries and on the 
of dozens speaking English as a scc/^jCP^ 
language, each representing a 
mon way of getting at the informal 
absorption capacity of a society in ty 
the information age. '.p 

On balance and with humility,!^ 
have done our best. We liavc elitniu^ 
cd those measurements that were i.jP 
sive or impossible to come by and 
trapolatcd some others that didn’t 
themselves to pure numerical analy^C^' 
Absolute figures have been turned 

SOURCES _ * 

oje surr uwrf't «wr- free*"; tjj 

O^ aerOa-CMtPwBaoit^ki^t^t ‘ w 

j iniouru 

Ijcq Ajoafap ffegmjt f¥oom rumnrt a r ■■ ■ 


used, and there is a movement afoot to 
connect every building in the country 
to fiber optic cable in the next couple 
of years. 

Iceland finished 43rd on the eco¬ 
nomic freedom list, well behind Bolivia, 
Mauritius, Fiji and Trinidad. Cfvcn the 
information tcclinnlogy indicators, bet on 
Iceland over the next 20 years.® 


David Hii.l is the president op 
International Data Group (IDC) 
Publishing. 


and a choice must be made about which 
is most accurate. And some countries, 

Russia and Cuba to name just two. offer 
lots of social indicators but a scarcity of 
reliable economic ones. 

Judging some indicators in terras of 
being positive or negative was another 
hurdle. Consider carbon monoxide lev¬ 
els. Of course High levels within a coun¬ 
try indicate industrialization and large 
numbers of private autos. But it also 
spells pollution, dirty air, poisoned wa¬ 
ter and a diminished quality of life. We 
opted for measuring high carbon diox¬ 
ide as a negative factor in the social en¬ 
vironment matrix, not a positive one in 
die economic matrix. Urbanization pre¬ 
sented another problem. Does the rapid 
growth of big cities in a developing 
country speak more positively in terms 
of economic development or negatively 
in tenns of a crowded 

and polluted social _ 

environment? We mim«nin- k - 

punteu on this one. cuum 

eliminating It alto- rumor .XW 0 

I fanomc m) Sxui ip IM*> tmttrn 1S9* 

gerner. EwmMso>uiAt(iciiiu>i«»ju 

One participant 
described die dial- 

• ti ■ - _ r hjhmx* eflvrrxKool fr*r j m D n r hirctrt 

lengc as striving tor a : » } 

total objectivity It can- wnaBrui m iKfrjm! ZiXrScs JJ95 

, _ i 17* irf dot 1995 

not attain and vjwm fjrfr iw 

against a total sun- Tfrwo* & c/wcsra** vj 

• • ■ . _ . ifil Dctt to pnvn: frprr IW 

jcctivlty it Cannot iflwwilMgnnilnMlW 

• ,. am gjji 

eradicate, a never- m mmu i» inKicriw 

I ■ , . i | 

ending battle be- n* muuuu; a®* a/rxu 

I . • _ nr Hfcr» Biot ACk ISOi 

tween objective pre- mMim 

sentation ol data on iruy, 

the one hand, and 
subjective selection 
of it on die other.” 

Some measurements were readily 
available and obviously important such 
as the consumer price index. But 
should this economic measure be part 
of the economic 25 or, because it re¬ 
flects consumer spending, included in 
die social environment listing? We opt- 
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RANK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

SOCIAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

COUNTRY 

Poland 
Czech RepsMc 
brael 

Korea 




6 


Taiwan 

7 


CMta 

8 


Ura^iay 

9 


Russia 

10 


Argentina 

11 


Romania 

12 


Brazil 

13 


Panama 

14 


totaznob 

IS 


Ukraine 

16 


Mexico 

17 


Malaysia 

18 


Cuba 

19 


Colombia 

2B 


Jordan 

21 


Sooth Africa 

22 


Turkey 

23 


ThaBand 

24 


Ecuador 

25 


Egypt 

26 


Pent 

27 


CMna 

28 


PMBppines 

29 


Indonesia 

30 


Morocco 

31 


India 

32 


Vietnam 

33 


Pakistan 


Mexico’s troubles make the case 


Social development is number one 


By Inge Kaul H owever, the economic analysis typ- 

I n a recent symposium on the pol- ically differs from the socio-political 
icy challenges facing Mexico, experts one.Thc reason is dial economic statis- 
listed socio-political measures tics are well developed: and relevant so- 
among the most urgent steps they cial and political statistics are hard to 
would advise the government to take, come by. If they exist at all, they often are 
I mproving people’s partic- reporti vg outdated and lacking compre- 

ipation in development was ~nio.\f ' hensiveness.Takc poverty sta- 

idendfied as a precondition for ynH^nnu " tisrics. For many countries they 

a d>-namic internal market and ULn lUlm do not exist at all, including 

making Mexico an attractive tar- Vietnam, Zaire and Nigeria. IF 

get for longer-term capital flows radicr they do exist, they refer to 1990 (or ear- 


than just short-term speculative money. 
Without the suggested political reforms 
experts felt that die proposed econom¬ 
ic reform measures could lead to insup¬ 
portable socio-political frictions. 

Just as diis analysis of Mexico's fu¬ 
ture development risks and opportuni¬ 
ties combines facts from several devel¬ 
opment disciplines, most risk analysis 
today attempt to look beyond the tra¬ 
ditional set of indicators—economic 
growth, inflation, public spending, in¬ 
terest and exchange rates. Most of dicin 
make reference to political factors, such 
as die existence of a multi-party system, 
free and fair elections, or social conflict 
and violence. 


licr) and/or cannot be broken down ac¬ 


cording to rural and urban ureas.as in die 


Inge Kaul is director of tiif U N 
Development Programme's Office 
of Development Studies. 


case of China. 

In recent years, however, a number 
of efforts have been made to correct this 
situation. An example is the UN-sup- 
poried Human Development Report 
which, among other things, introduced 
the following innovations: 

► It has developed an index of hu¬ 
man development (HD1) which tells 
in just one number how well a coun¬ 
try translates—or fails to translate—its 
economic growth and income into hu¬ 
man development. Pakistan's HDI 
rank, for instance, is 2 S places below 
its GNP per capita rank (among the 
174 countries rankcd).This suggests 
perv asive poverty' and inequity, entail¬ 
ing the risk of social unrest and polit¬ 
ical conflict. In the case of Mexico die 


difference is -6 and in the case of 
Chile, China and the US it is + 8 , +22, 
and -1 respectively. 

► The HDI also lends itself to dis- 
aggregation according lo different pop¬ 
ulation groups and regions. Such dis- 
aggregation reveals, for example, that 
the HDI of Mexico's Chiapas region is 
20 percent lower than die national av¬ 
erage and the HDI of the North-East 
region of Brazil is more diun 25 percent 
lower than die national average. 

► The Report has stressed that low 
levels of human development as such 
are not necessarily a source of tension 
ami conflict. But inequity and growing 
inequality are. It has stressed that if the 
ratio between the income of the poor¬ 
est 20 percent of the population to that 
of the richest 20 percent moves beyond 


1:25 (c.g. to l :26 and more), one faces 
a potentially explosive situation. So 
global investors should be worried that 
this ratio reached 1:61 worldwide in 
1991. 

Human Development Reports liave, 
over die years, revealed that crises are sel¬ 
dom caused by one problem alone— 
countries typically suffer under at least 
two or diree strains simultaneously, such 
as fiscal imbalances, pressures on dicir 
currency, cd i nic conflict, inequity and/or 
environmental disaster. Mexico's recent 
peso crisis corrolxirates this finding. 

Taking better account of social and 
political factors could make risk analy¬ 
sis more meaningful and relevant. And 
if risk analysts would assign proper im¬ 
portance to these factors, politicians 
would probably do the same.® 


• ^ ' 'jdimi ^ 

relative ones—one country’s fig 
measured against another, with?j,iiflit" 
highest getting 33 points and the t *" 
est one—to proride the rankings. ^lii> 

Along the way we made cotu 3 ®^ h ( 
compromises. Our decision to c ,,BffWU1 
bine economic, social and informs ^, 
indicators and to weigh them ev 
without applying regression t^y 
niques to validate die balance 
leapoffaidi. %&! 

Nevertheless and all disclaimxavl 
notwithstanding, the pudding of 
cators presented provides a fresfriMih Mtc.- 
valuable sense of where a society . . 

where it may be headed. The wht 
the index is considerably greater 
the sum ©fils individual parts. . 

Henceforth we will prepare^dO v? iJj 
publish this new Wealth ofNauor 
angle index quarterly, with assoc 
articles derived from particularfr^tyty—- 
vealing indicators. The index w—jf|- 
refined. Measurements will be_ 11" 
tiqued and improved upon thn ||^ 

feedback with both official sourc'^f®- 

individual countries and the varii 
unofficial resources to whom we 
turned. 

We welcome critiques from t 1 
who read or review them—and 
no less. •© 


Crocker Snow Jr. is editor-in 
of The World Paper. 


Yesterday* today* tomorrow 

"It’s the economy, stupid! 



P^d> Othem 

TffiOE ir^ssTiTTiLTTrior^^a-. Investor 

Highly we e>o. 


At State Street, helping institutional investors succeed is r>ur tnp priority. 
Thac’s why wc’vc dedicated our resources to meeting their needs. And «h> wc'rc 
custodian for t’S SJ-I trillion of our customers' assets. .As well as tmestnjcnt manager 
for over US SJOrt billion. Focusing on the institutional investor, wc’vc developed a 
broad and growing range of custndv-related, treasury and investment management 
services that enable you to invest in one market or seventy. So if you’re an institutional 
investor, perhaps you should be working with rhe company that places the highest 
value on vour success. 
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By Amiluhhu Clone Jinny 

A few wf.F.rs ago. in a private com¬ 
munication In an Asian econo¬ 
mist. Yale University's T. N. 
Srinivusaii poured venom on the 
I hiitcd Nations’ I luman 
Development Index. "fhcIm 
The Yale guru i.-s a known foe jtnjjj 
of HDI. but this time lie went Him) 
one step further than his pub¬ 
lished work. He asked that the abomi¬ 
nation be banished altogether. 

In its place? National income ac¬ 
counting. whose intellectual ancestry 
is tied to the 500-year-old double-en¬ 
try accounting method widely used by 
today's businesses and .mditors.This 
is the conventional process, relying on 
financial and price (lain rather dinti so¬ 
cial information, which economists 
since Adam Sinidi have used to mea¬ 
sure the total output of goods and ser¬ 
vices of a nation. 

Supporters of this method claim 
that it is founded on two hard and 
quantifiable principles: the activities 
being measured must be observable, 
and they must be computable and 
recorded in price units. 

Under this system, (he output of 
goods and services is totted up care¬ 
fully by attributing to each item a val¬ 
ue in terms of what die item wifi fetch 
if it were exchanged For something 
else. This accounting system culmi¬ 
nates in gross national or doincstic 
production—GNP or GDP —which, of 
course, arc expressed in quantified 


money tenns. 

com- Indeed, textbook economists will 
ono- go u> far as to claim that adherence to 
". N. die principles of observation and pric- 
n the ing confer on the national income ac- 
ftWWYZtG counting discipline the men ts 

Ff/ri.U nf a “hard science.'’ 

W Umjfi National income accounl- 
__ nUlvb ing has worked for centuries, 
during which lime the “wealth 
•omi- of nations’' lias exploded lo levels 
unimaginable even 50 years ago. And. 
c ac- despite efforts to focus on other as- 
cstry peels of life in an economic society, it 
e-cii- still works with considerable degree of 
:d by dependability—a dependability that 
1 ’his gives indexes ■ - 

igon constructed 

ti so- from economic 

nists and financial in- kank 

him- dicators their 1 

I .scr- rightful domi- 2 

nance. 3 

rlaim Furthermore, 4 

and recent studies 5 ^ 

’itics liavc .shown cmi- g 

able, sisicm corrcla- 7 

and tion between per g. 

cu]iitii income g 

m of and, for example, 10 

rare- life expectancy at U 

1 val- birth, or the ^ 

fetch growth rate i.f u 

hing population and w 

ilmi- literacy. This u 

eslic should blumcrit- u 

h,nf icisms that the 17 

ified national income - 


figures are useless in measuring 
pie's day-io-dav realities. 

Supporters of the convenii y. " j"-'} 
method will be the first to adra : 
“unavoidably tolerable” shorn 
mgs. For example, expendicun 
clean up air and water pullutior _ v Un¬ 
counted today as cost, but not th 
suiting benefits ofiraproved airo ' 
ter. But. they argue, it is what we r 

to work with, and the usefulness e :j -= ’’ 

concept is increased as we unders Z :; 5 . 
its biases and limitations.® * 


Am 1 tab ha Chowdhury is a Wndt 

per ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR ASIA. ' 
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COUNTRY RANK 


Korea 
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Argentina 
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nation an t ' 

lance and-, SATURDAY 

- our br.r t ,dl W 2 : 00 —Moomlns 
neJ, Ufc W 2 J 0 —Wish Kid 

^^rerr,er 1Ls ^ 3:00-Big Brother Jake 
PossjKIc to „ 3 ^ 5 —Bine Heelers 

*soine.-. l he rsil '• 4K)0—Voyagers 

5.-00—French Programs 
figures hi, T 61 ’®- 7^0—News Headlines 
h " *^ 1 . 7:35—Major Dad 
ragro 1 8 : 00 —Discover the Conti- 

—~ cent 

8:25—The Bold and the 
a fuz l:*r ^ Beautiful 

~ " ^ 9 : 10 —A Fine Romance 


a 




figures ^«C; 

fflCES 


, % n ' ,n * a '*f= n r 8:25—The Bold and the 
WSj 2T &-n Beautiful 
ueS*.:.'■ "" ^ * 9:10—A Fine Romance 
*»«# f‘~ iMi-Nen at Ten 

j^VvT: ^*=^sa ' 10;25—Feature Film: A MU- 
(ionto Juoi,starring: Paul Ro- 
i-n drigues <& Ruben Blades 

11:50—Mancnso FBI 
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llfcaef 


SUNDAY 

2 : 00 —The Flintstones 
•" •«• *«*£30—Disney’s Aladdin 
3HW—Mac And Motley 
o££\l£*‘ ’ 3 : 25 —The Peak Practice 

«r:, 4:10—Okavango 

5r00—French Programs 
' r y •" 7:30—News Headlines 

735—Baskerfidd PD 

- - •.- v-j. ■*-: 8,-(jo—Cinema, Cinema, Cin- 


>nes—...;ie ..luijk, 835—The Bold and the 
d jj. f 4 C; ' Beautiful 

t ttir; •- i i .j „„„ 9:15—Women of the World 

, m; -.'. c i,u*r 10:25—Counterstrike 

ni - es < -' ur Je-.A?, 11:15—The American Chart 
xkiJ 2 ndc Show 

rs j:.. i nr^j. 12:00—Forever Green 

' C T ; MONDAY 

-v.-u .h.- Mz. 2.iM^-Bonkers 

230—Richie Rich 
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4:00—Animals of the Medi- 


Programs on JTV 
from 16-22 March 


terra nean 

5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—The Nanny 
8:00—Rhythms that Speak 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:10—Temples of the Gods 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—P^. 1 Luv You 
11:10—Taurus Rising 
12:00—Eden 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
230—Jonny Quest 
2:50—Iris- the Happy Pro¬ 
fessor 

3:00—The Bob Morrison 
Show 

3:40— Scientific Eye 
4:10—Tales or the Gold 
Monkey 

5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Thunder Alley 
8:00—Clive Anderson 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
9:10 —Harry 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Breach 
of Contract, starring: Michael 
Margotta & Cindy Pickett 
12:00—McMillan & Wife 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Flintstones 
230—Speed Racer 
3:00—Bill Nye the Science 
Guy 

3:15—Dinosaurs 
3:45—The Secret World of 
Alex Mac 

4:00—Tales of the Gold 
Monkey 

5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
735—Evning Shade 
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ACROSS 

1 Vkstentbtow 

5 —-mutual 
9 Certain By 

14 Malaysian 
■sSr" 

15 Yaiemen 

16 ■— and his 
money...' 

17 Roman 
lands 

18 DusWottis 

19 Of ships 

20 Sated group 
23.Una ota 

cfiflerent 

color 

24 River duck 

25 Range of 
vision 

27 Farina or 
oatmeal 
32 '—porridge 

her 

36 Roman road 

39 Facfity 

40 Aristocratic 
roster 

43 Mythoman- 
.. lac 


44 Young 
ending 

45 Ninnies 

46 Carpenter’s 
tool 

46 Condensed: 
abbr. 

50 Health 
regimen 

53 Brand-new 

56 Select Bst 

62 Fastener 

63 VaBey 

64 In this place 

65 Abridge 

66 Bacchan¬ 
alian cry 

67 Assam 
silkworm 

68 Portended 

69 Peel 

70 Part of a 
woodwind 

DOWN 

1 Certain 
reports 

2 Should 

3 Concerned 
one 


4 Cutlery item 

5 False hair 

6 Winglike 

7 Suitable 

8 Point of 
dispute 

9 Primitive 
light 

10 At a distance 

11 Strong 
attention 

12 Burden 

13 ■Winner take 

21 Type of 
bucket 

22 Iridescent 
shefl Lining 

26 Pleasant 

28 Old-lime 
autos 

29 Devours 

30 Tennis star 

31 Meadows, to 
poets 

32 Buddies 

33 Literary 
pseudonym 

34 •— For AH 
Seasons' 


35 Semi¬ 
precious 
stone 

37 Article 

38 Ms. Millay 

41 Roman 
courtyards 

42 French 
chefs word 

47 Prepared for 

publication 

49 Blew taps 

51 Church 
dignitary 

52 Fountain In 
Italy 

54 Theater 
worker 

55 Cubic 
meter 

56 Spectral 

57 Deep fear 

58 Farm 
storage area 

59 Roman 
poet 

60 Relinquish 

61 College in 
N.C. 

62 'Johnny—' 




Crossword Puzzle 


Qeibd □□□□ nonnn 
gnnn nrana Banna 
Hnnn nnnn nnnnn 
□EiQnnBBnncinEjnn 
nanmnn nana 
_ Don nsonna 
ddood norm maaa 
jnnnonnnBnnnnnn 
Igann oonn □nafla 

onanDH naa _ 

„__na0n nnBCinn 
. aEraDnnnmnanann 
nnnno bbdd noon 

onana nnnn moao 
nnnnn nnnn nano 




Disney's Aladdin, Sunday at 2:30 


8:00—The Nature of Things 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:10—Under the Sun 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25-Airwolf 
11:20—The Silk Road 
12:30— Second Thoughts 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Aladdin 
130—Treasure Island 
2:00—My Secret Identity 
2:20—NBA 

3:15—The new Leave it to 

Beaver 

3:40—Pirates 

4:30—Gillette World Sport 

5:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7*35—Carol And Company 

8:00—Ma gazin e 01 

8:15—The Album Show 

9:10— Miami Vice 

10:00—News At Ten 

10:25—Feature Film: Vital 

Signs , starring: Edward Asner 


& Cary Cole 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Pebbles and the 
H amm Bamm Show 
1:30—Iris the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

1:45—See How They Grow 
1:55—Bush School 
2:10— Spider Man 
3JO—The Private Life of 
Plants 

4:15—Wonder Why 
4:35—Give Us a Clue 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
7:35—Short Story Cinema 
8:00—Sea Quest 
8:45—America’s Funniest 
People 

9:15— Widows 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Second Chances 
11:30—Classic Movie: The 
Ugly American , starring: Mar¬ 
ion Brando & Eiji Okada 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAJS 

SAM EDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Ordy 
Cupido 
5:30—S£rie 

Extreme limite 

«Dem£re seconder 

6:00—S4rie 

Chateau Vallon 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas r£ver 
«Papouasie» 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins aiumes 
Ordy 
Cupido 
5 JO—S4rie 

Extreme limite 
«Fils indigne» 

6:00—Magazine 

Envoy& special 
"La ballade des 
came lots* 

"Le prince de Topium» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins aiumes 
Ordy 
Cupido 
5:20—Serie 

Extreme limite 
•La l vie du sepiieme 
del* 

6:00—Magazine 
EsM6 

6:20—Divertissement 
L'dcole des fans 
"Pierre Perrei» 

7:00—Le journal 


To 

Advertise 
in this 
space 
Call us at 
652380 


7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Cupido 
5:30—S6rie 

Extreme’limite 
6:00—Magazine medical 
Savoirpius same 
*Je vis avec un grand 
malade v 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Sophie et Virgime 
5:30—Serie 

Haute tension 

•Pour cent millions- 

7:00—La journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Desstn anlm£ 

Sophie et Virgjnie 
5:30—Varietds 

Le monde est St vous 
« Julio Iglesias * 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimede 

' VENDRED1 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Sophie et Virginie 
5:30—TOeGlm 

"Un ballon dans la 
teie» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Alio la Terre 
"Lcs nonib res* 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun and moon 
are both in Pisces, increasing personal 
intuition and sensitivity. Hunches 
might even work. 

Aries (March 21-AprO 19). Take 
care of personal matters to avoid 
embarassment. Somebody could 
make a big fuss if you don't. 
Romance should go very well. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Your 
social calendar may be packed. Give 
charitable efforts top priority. Expea 
startling developments. Don’t let a 
friend's panic rub off cm you. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Figure 
out what the supervisor wants for the 
best marks. Save time for friends, 
and for romance. Do what you 
promised. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Watch 
out for a gorgeous, spiritually 
advanced foreigner. That one could 
teach you something important 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You might 
qualify for a benefit you don’t even 
know abouL Check it out Travel con¬ 
nected with a sports activity could 
lead to romance. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). You’U 
lose unless you join forces with an 
imaginati ve partner. You provide the 
common sense. Co in with your best 
friend on a big purchase. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). Aloud 
and obnoxious person may annoy 
you. There may be more to this one 
than you think. Don’t cut off commu¬ 
nication. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Your 
sweetheart and/or your children will 
be very active. You may have to play 
more than usual? The pressure’s alle¬ 
viated by a frisky co-worker. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A 
friend may need your help. Advise 
complete honesty, and completion. 
Your own love life dominates every 
spare moment. Be prepared. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19k You 
can learn more now than you have all 
year. Push yourself and excel on a 
tough assignment 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 -Feb. 18). You 
could come into a lot of money. 
Don't spend it all in one place! Take 
on your noblest adversary. You’re 
brilliant. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re 
awesome. Overcome one of your old¬ 
est feats, through action. You'll be 
strongly tempted to buy presents for 
somebody you like. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: Stand on your experience and 
lake a leap of faith this year! You’re 
strong, and lucky! Love could get 
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PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


TRY THIS ON. PERKY/ 
ITS A PRESS A PROPER 
V0UN6LAPYIN/WTEAY 
WMJLPBE PWXJPTD 

(P^&vlOBIu 


Ob£ flftQMENT. 1 
PLEASE, £RAriR4_> 


ml 

5MP 

m 


I HAP JO REMOVE THE 
THE HEM, LOWER THE ME 
THE RUFFLES AW PYE f 
PUBLIC! j -n—: 



ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


r^-UH-Jaac K mmbce? 

I J4CK0E OXACK-SACK 
TUWP OVER TH'CANOUJ 
I 5TICK- j 


vrey coco- mow ieT6 \ 

■Ife^ggrs-1 

1EU.U6 -ABOUT 3*CK * j 

kr ^7 UM.K. 

■ TH4T H VS 



.AMD DMT HE 
Mvneor no. 
UsKr bulbs! 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tbm Cone 

H 'WMoofvi&»p' 1 /wrrti&W' 


mm 






Jumble 


Unscramble these Tour words, one 
Inter to each square, to form four 
ordinary words. 


MEENY 


ROHON 



WHY THE CLASS 
SHUNNEP THE YEKY 
SMART STUPmr. 


Now arrange the tirekd leOers to form 
the surjffise answer, as suggested by the 
above can owl 


Answer w A E s LXX3LI 

r AS-M0N5I001SVAV3H 

— luapms ireuis ajsa aqi pauunqs sscp atp uamsuv 

MOTH A JHasilW HONOH AW3N3 


SlApSjIX - 
Clean your finger 
before you point at 
my spots! 


Words of 
Wisdom 


' Science is simply the an of 
discovery. 

• • • 

Virtue is usually rooted in 
the practice of good habits. 

At a • 

Those who are unkind to 
others often don’t realize they 
are also being unkind to 
themselves. 

• • • 

Those loudest in voice are 
often the fleetest of foot. 

• ■ • 

The future can be seized 
with anxiety or with faith. 

a a a 

No matter what the politi¬ 
cal pundits say, the voters 
always have the privilege of 
having the final word. 

• a • 

Those who like to snipe at 
people behind their backs are 
afraid of confrontation. Con¬ 
fronting them will make them 
stop. 
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Cine m 


' TO WONG FOO, THANKS FOR EVERYTHING! JULIE 
AEWMA/?”(MCA/Universal,): Something of 

an Americanized version of "The Adventures of Priscilla, 
Queen of ihe Desert ," this comedy teams Patrick Swayze, 
Wesley Snipes and John Leguizamo as cross-dressers who 
head for Hollywood together to seek fame and fortune. 
They’re deioured along die way in a town that’s downright 
baffled by them ... and yes, title figure Newmar actually does 
appear. ** (PG-13: AS, P) 

"THE AFFAIR ” (HBO.) : Harry Belafonte served 

as the executive producer of this fact-inspired, made-for- 
cable drama, starring Counney B. Vance {“The Tuskegee 
Airmen'’) as a soldier stationed in England during World 
War H. While there, his interracial romance with a British 
wife (Kerry Fox, of “Shallow Grave”) threatens to erupt into 
a major scandal; Bill Nunn and Ned Beatty also appear. *** 
(R: AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: “UNDER SIEGE2: DARK TERRITORY” 
(Warner,): * Steven Seagal reprises his role as the 
combar-expen cook in this adventure sequel, placing the 
character and his niece (Katherine Heigl) aboard a train tak¬ 
en over by a vicious villain (Eric Bogorian) and his minions. 
The bad guys turn the locomotive into a moving command 
post in a bid to control a satellite for evil purposes; Morris 
Chestnut also is featured. *** (R: AS, P, V) 

“TRUMAN” (HBO,): Recent Golden Globe-win¬ 

ner Gary Sinise stars as the 33rd President of the United 
States in this biography — based on the Pulitzer Prize-win¬ 
ning book by David McCullough, and initially shown on 
HBO — that traces the roles (hat the politician played in 
many critical decisions that still impact on the world today. 
Diana Scarwid plays Bess Truman; Tony Goldwyn and 
Coim Feore also appear. *** <R: AS, P) 

“THE BIG GREEN” (Disney, ) : Sort of a “Mighty 

Ducks” of soccer, this comedy casts Steve Guttenberg 
(“Three Men and a Baby”) — in whal was his first screen 
role in a while — as die coach of another team of youthful 
underdogs. They go through the motions of shaping them¬ 
selves into a winning squad; they’re put to the ultimate test in 
a big gome, which should get this video played often by 
you ns fans. ** (PG: P) 

COMING SOON: "POCAHONTAS” (Disney, Feb. 28): 
The latest animated feature from the Disney studio features 
Alan Menken-composed songs and Mel Gibson's voice. (G) 
“FAIR GAME” (Warner, Mar. 5): Supermodel Cindy 
Crawford plays an attorney pursued by foreign enemies and 
protected bv police detective William Baldwin. (R) 

"A WALK IN THE CLOUDS " (Fox, Mar. 5): Keanu 
Reeves plays a war veteran who poses as the husband of a 
pregnant, unwed woman (Aitana Sanchez-Gijon). (PG) 
FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions: N. nudity: P. profanity; V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 
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Bridge 


EACH TRICK IN ITS TIME 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
AKJ 5 
<?K5 

OAK976 
A 1076 


WEST 
A Q 10 9 4 
S?83 
0 Q J 8 2 
*Q82 


EAST 
A 7 3 2 
<?AQJ94 
0 10 5 4 
*53 


SOUTH 
A A86 
10 7 6 2 
03 

*AKJ94 

The bidding; 

North East South West 

10 Pass 2* Pass 

20 Pass 2NT Pass 

3NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Eight of 

This deal is from a team match. The contract and lead 
were identical at the two tables. One declarer made the 
contract. The other was defeated, and there was nothing 
that declarer could do to alter the outcome. 

South had a rebid problem. To introduce hearts at the 
two-level would have overstated the quality of South's sec¬ 
ond suit and complicated an auction that was already on 
thin ice because of the potential misfit Two no trump was 
a sensible compromise, and North’s raise to game was 
clear cut. 

Understandably reluctant to lead away from a queen. 
West struck a gigantic blow for the defenders by selecting 
the eight of hearts for the opening salvo. Declarer played 
low from dummy. East won with the jack, cashed the ace 
and continued with the queen of hearts. South's ten was a 
stopper and. even though the club finesse failed, declarer 
coasted home with nine tricks. 

At the other table East took some time before playing to 
the first trick. It was most unlikely that South had bid no 
trump without a reasonable semblance of a heart stopper. 
Since it seemed that ihe defenders were going to need four 
hean tricks to defeat the contract. East elected to allow for 
the possibility that West’s lead was the top of a doubleton, 
and simply signalled encouragement by playing the nine. 

Even with the heart trick in the bag, declarer had only 
seven fast tricks — eight if the spade finesse succeeded. 
The only chance to gel home was to hope that the club 
finesse was right so, after cashing the king of dubs, declar¬ 
er crossed to dummy with a high diamond and ran the club 
ten. West won and reverted to hearts — down one. 

O 19%. Tribune Media Services 
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Les Arabes veulent la levee 


du blocus palestinien 


Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


0 *Les Pales tinieas prenuent des mesures Claires pour resistor si la violence et 
I’Egypte demande la levee du blocus de la Cisjordanie et Gaza car sa ponrsuite 
provoque la deception qui a son tour provoque Ja violence* a declare le chef de 
la diplomatic Syptienne Amr Moussa au nom des pays arabes quelques heures 
avant I’ouverture du «sommet des badsseurs depaix» quis’est tenu hier en 
Egypte. a Charm el-Cheikh. 

Le prisident Egyptian Hosni Moubarak (noire photo) avail lui meme dija mis en 
garde mardi centre tune anarchie chez les Palestiniens* si IsraSl contmuail a 
adopter des mesures de securile «exag£r£es». 

Depuis quelques jours, de nombreux homines d'affaires Palestinians drent la 
sonnette d'alarme en avertissant que r economic palestinienne est en train de ■ 
s'ejfondrer, ivaluant h 65% la baisse d’activiit enregistree. 

Pour eux, I f economic locale ne survivrait pas A deux semaines de blocus 
supplementaires. 




&«*.:■ . 

.-■ 


fhc ■* 




SELON 



Quand un grand 

connoisseur dc ia civilisa¬ 
tion et de 1’Histoire du 
Moyeu-Orient comme 
i'ambassadeur de France h 
Amman. M.Bajolet, con- 
saae la majeure panic 
d'un entreden accorde au 
quotidien « A! Raj - au rule 
primordial que la culture 
va occuper au sein de la 
politique fran^aise dans la 
region du 'Levant-, cela 
signifie que bientdL les li¬ 
ens entre ces deux civili¬ 
sations vont i nouveau 
etre porteurs d'espoir 
apr&s plus de 120 onuses 
••d'incomprdhcnsion r£ci- 
proque-. 

En rcalisant en 1598 
1'imponance des cchanges 
commerriaux avec ce«e 
region du monde. Sully a 
fait dc Marseille le port de 
I'Oricnt. vers, d'une pan. 
Alcxandrie. oil Napoldon 
arrivera deux siecTes plus 
lard en compagnie de 151 
savants franjais. et d'autre 
j pan Bevrouth. d'ou se fai- 
3 .1. a*. _i 


Jordanie 


sail la diffusion de la cul¬ 
ture fran^aise vers le reste 
du "Levant- aneanti sous 
les bottes ottomanes. 

Dans la premiere moitte 
du !9fcme sifrcle. et ce 
malgre les nombreuses dd- 
faites politico-militaires 
face a I'Angieterrc, la cul¬ 
ture franfaise a connu une 
explosion dans le Mach- 
rek grace a l'inteiligence 
de personnages comme 
Mohammed AU en Egypte 
et aux grandes ddcou- 
vertes de nombreux orien- 
talistcs avant reussi 5 foire 
counaitre les richesres de 
cet Orient, sans oublier les 
enjeux polilico-commer- 
ciaux que cettc region rc- 
presenlait pour la France. 

Dc Champollion a Fer¬ 
dinand dc Lesseps. en 
passant par la construction 
dc l'universiti: de St-Jo- 


| seph a Beyrouth, de la fa¬ 
ll cuke de droit au Caire. ia 


grandeur Je la France n'a 
cessc de briller. Puis, des 
la fin du rcgne de Napo¬ 
leon 111. les rivaliids avee 
les autres forces cn place 
assoriecs a un certain 
• ddJaisscmcnr" dc la pan 
des dirigeams fran^ais. 
qui cat. par ail Icurs. com- 
mis quelques -.'recurs im- 
pardonnablcs. ont entralnd 
ij tnr.c ;i I'ccart progres¬ 
sive Je la France. 

AujourdTiui. la France 
*emblc ctrc deierminee a 
retrouver sun lustre d'an- 
tan. Elle possedc. sans au- 
cun duutc. tous les atouts 
pour Jmcrir le refuge des 
habitants Ju Machrek qui 
chcrchcnt a comblcr le 
vide culture! cl intcllcctucl 
dans IcqucI ils sent plon- 
ces. Pour cecl. die doit 
comprcndrc que e'est un 
jcu dc patience et dc vo¬ 
lenti:. un jcu oil cllc doit 
s'individuaiiscr par des 
idccs nouvellcs hastes sur 
la franchise ei la sinc£rit£ 
qui sont les sculs moyens 
pcmictiant dc fain: oublier 
ics deceptions d une suc¬ 
cession d’illusions. 

Les efforts pour rcssoud- 
cr les amities entre ces 
deux civilisations cencs 
opposes. mais complc- 
mentaircs. vont etre cou- 
rnnnss dc succ&s si la 
France proccde a unc 
strategic comme celle sou- 
haitec par Jean Jaures. 
-rcjeUcr.t ionic mission de 
civilisation operec par la 
force. •• 

Si la France adppte 
riiitcHigcnte vision dc 
Mcndfcs France fondee sur 
Ic respect ct la connais- 
sar.ee entre Ics pcuplcs. 

1 Orient des reveries el des 
pensfes de Victor Hugo 
redeviendra. sans ('ombre 
d'un doute. son ami fiddle 
et ensemble, ils pourront 
le transformer, cor a me Ar¬ 
agon dans #Le Fou 
d’EIso". en Orient raffinc 
et modcrne.0 


Suhail AJ Sweiss 


Les droits de I'Homme vont de travers 


Dans son rapport annuel, VOrganisation arabe des droits de I'Homme constate une degradation de 
la situation dans le royaume. Les violations se sont multiplies en 1995, et, selon le rapport, le 
gouvemement n 9 a pas clairement manifeste sa volonte de mettrefin a ces abus. 





Dans son rapport 

annuel. ('Organisation arabe 
des droits de I'Homme 
lOADHj. une organisation 
non-gouvememcntale obser¬ 
vant le respect des droits de 
I’Homme. a constate une aug¬ 
mentation des violations des 
droits de I'Homme en Jordanie 
en 1995. EHc enregistre un df- 
clin notable du respect "des 
droits Jondamentaux et demo¬ 
crat iques du pcuple jordanien. 
non seulcmeni a travers differ¬ 
ents cas particuliers. mais aus- 
si dans la legislation adoptee .» 

L'ann6e 1995 a vu I'au- 
gmentation de la torture et de 
i'utilisation d'armes a feu par 
les autorite's contre des civjls. 
entrainant la mort de deux per- 
sonnes. 

Le trait£ de paix avec Israel 
a conduit au renforcement de 
I'opposition politique au gou- 
vemcment jordanien. Mais ce- 


lui-ci a refuse de dialogues 11 a 
meme precede a des arre sta¬ 
tions et des interrogatoires de 
chefs de I'opposition accuses 
de resistance a la normalisation 
avee Israel. 

En 1995, le nombrc de 
plaintes di5poshes par des cito- 
yens aupres de J'OADH a aug¬ 
ment^. Deux types d'abus des 
droits de I'Homme com mis par 
le gouvemement ont file con¬ 
states: I'utilisation excessive dc 
la force p3r les autorilds. et 
1'adoption de certaines mesures 
pour couvrir les abus commis 
par le pouvoir executif. 

L'organisation a Sssay£ 
d'apporter une reponse aux 
plaintes des citoyens en 
s'adressam au gouvemement, 
mais ce dernier a refus£ de lui 
r£pondrc dans la plupart des 


mental comme *un manque dc 
respect pour les droits de 
I'Homme ** qui traduit son 
manque de volontd -de metire 
fin aux abus 

Les plaintes decoulanl 
d'infractions aux droits fonda- 
mentaux commises par les au- 
toritds concemem notammenr 
la confiscation de passeports. 
ou le refus d'entr£e sur 1c terri- 
toire a des enfanis nes de meres 
jordaniennes. 


cas. 


L'OADH. qui a obtenu 
moins de 125- de riJponses. in- 
terpretc ce silence gouveme- 


Un rapport incompiet 

•’Cest la premiere fois que 
ce rapport est publie integrale- 
ment dans les joumaux*. com- 
mente Souldman Sweiss. 
membre de 1'OADH. « C’est 
dejd une bonne chose. Mais ce 
rapport aurait du prendre cn 
conipte les affaires rcvelees 
par les joumaux d’opposition. 
H aurait alors cte trois fois 
plus gros. • 

Pour Souleiman Sweiss. ce 


Differents types de violations 


L'OADH a repertorie l'ensemble desr violations enregistrifes durant toutc I’annec 1995. Void 
quelques extraits dc ce rapport 


Droit const!tutumnel: 

Le rapport attire rattenrion sur l'abscnce d'une cour constiturionnelle itidipendante chargjf de 
vftifier les kns, r6Ie tenu jusqu’k prtsent par le Consdl suptfrieur pour rinterpitiation de la 
(institution. 


Droit a la vie: 

Le gouvemement n'a jamais form£ de commission d'enquete au stijet de la more de plusicurs 
civils tu4s tors d'inddents avec la police. 


Droit A la justice: 

Le syndicaliste Leith Chbeilat a 6t£ envoys devant une cour de sdrettf au lieu d'un tribunal d- 
vil. Son avocat n'a pas pu assister au dttoui du proc&s. Son comitf de souticn n'a pas pu le 
rencontrer seul. et sa demande de raise en liberte sous caution a 6tfi rejet fee. alors qu'elle aurait 
pu, selon la loi. etre acceptfc. 

L'organisation a note [’augmentation de proc&s poHtiques, certains ayant conduit a des peines 
d'emprisonnemenL 


Traitement des prisonnlers: 

Lors d'une visite it la prison de Swaqa, 1'organisation a constat^ que les prisonniers restaient 
etonnement silencieux. L'un d'entre eux a revdle qu'ils avaient £(£ menaces de placement en 
qu artier d’isolement s*ils parlaiem. 


Liberty d’expression et opinion: 

Pour l'OADH, ces Ubejtes ont connu un certain recul cn 1995. Le contrdle du gouvemement 
s'est accru. des rtidacteurs en chef ayant dtf piacds en d&enti'an pour avoir publid des 
informations ailant contrc«la loi sur les publications**.■ 


rapport nc s'inieresse pas 
ossez aux pro blames so- 
ciaux. dconomiques ou 
culturels. "Le rapport ne 
prend pas en compte la 
sociele civile ait existent 
des violations dues d des 
individus comme les 
meurtres d'enfants, les 
femmes battues ou les 
crimes d'honneur. Un 
homme qui venge 
I’honneur de sa famille 
cn tuant sa socur ne sera 
condamne qua un an el 
demi dc prison. - 
De plus, ce rapport 
omet un certain aspect 
des chores. - Four etre 
honnetc et convaincnnt. 
il aurait aussi du evo- 
quer les progres cn 
nuuiere dc droits dc 
I'Homme en Jordanie. 
comme par excmple les 
elections niunicipales 
d'’Amman en mai 1995 
qui ont permis aux habi¬ 
tants dc participer a la 
gestmn de leur villc. II 
n'y aucune preuve ap- 
portee aux fraudes eleclorales 
denoncees. ce qui laissc penser 
qu'il ya peut-etre un ohjcctif 
politique cache .» 

Si les signes ricchts dc 
prpgrfcs dcmocratiques tels que 
la crdaiion de comiles de 
contrdle et dc^survdllancc dans 
les ministdres- ou la volontC de 
ntettre fin aux, conflits avec les 
syndieals, incitent Souleiman 
Sweiss a etre plutot optimism, 
il reste tout de meme prudenl 
vis-l-vis des promesres du 
nouveau eouvemcmcnl. 

il souhaitc que dc nouveaux 
organismes de controlc voieni 
Ic jour dans le pays. *Nous es- 
perons la creation d’une com¬ 
mission natianale chargee du 
respect des droits de lHomme, 
comme il en existe dans f/i 
pays, y compris ceux du Magh¬ 
reb, ainsi que /'application des 
decisions Je la conunissiun des 
droits dc I’Homme et de 
I'Assembler generate des Na¬ 
tions- Unies.* H 



Mona Kaddoumi 


Gaza 


Le bouclage gagne un cran 


A nouveau bouclee . la bande de Gaza souffre economiquemenu Certains 
produits commencent dejd d manquer dans les commerces, et des millions 
de travailleurs se retrouvent au ch&mage. 


Le prix des fleurs 

n’a jamais die aussi has a Gaza. 
Dans certains magasins de 
fruits et legumes, des fleurs 
sont mcmc of fortes aux clients. 
Un exces dc gcnerosilc du b 
rimcrdiction nouficc aux Pales- 
tiniens d’exponer leurs fleurs et 
Icurs fraises. dc bonne qualitd. 
vers 1’Europe. ct en paniculier 
vers les Pays-bas. 

Ccuc interdiction fait panic 
de loutc une serie de mesures 
prises par les autorues israd- 
liennes faisant cn sortc que 
Gaza ei la Cisjordanie font 
1‘objei d’un veritable blocus de¬ 
puis Ic 25 fdvricr. suite aux at¬ 
tentats perpeires ii Jerusalem el 
Tel-Aviv. 

Les 15 000 travailleurs palcs- 
tiniens ne sc rendent plus en 
Israel. Lc passage de Kamv. a 
I’Oucst dc Gaza, lieu dechancc 
entre Ics produits israeliens ct 
patestiniens. est fermd pour la 
premiere fois. Les joumaux ar- 
rivem particilement cl imrgu- 
iiercmenL Plusieurs malades 
sont morts a cause du temps 
perdu lors dcs contrdlcs aux 
barrieres militaires israclicnncs. 
Les medicaments manquent de 
plus cn plus ct ics files d’attcnie 
augmcmeni devam les boulanc- 
erie 5 . Plus de 5000 pecheurs 
sont eux aussi obliges 
d'interrompre leur travail. Israel 
ayant instaure un blocus naval. 

La lisle des consequences 
cconomiques nefastes de ce 
bouclage dc la bande dc Gaza 
est longue. Quant j la Cisjonla- 
nie. le schema dc ('occupation a 
peine ailegee est vitc revenu, 
avec autant plus dc ferocite. 
dans Ics zones A isous controlc 



Les points de sortie vers Israel sont bloques dans la bande dr Gaza et controles par dcs 
policiers israeliens. Des mffliers de Palestiniens sont CfliUraints de rester chez cux, Israel 
ayant deja fait appel, depuis le debut du bouclage , a 60 000 travailleurs etrangers. 


isradiicn total 1 ct B tcontrdlc 
commun israclo-palcstinien). 
Tout un pcuple est puni pour 
les crimes d'un autre groupc 
d’individus de plus cn plus iso- 
ies. 

Les nombreuses arrestations 
de la police isracliennc parmi 
Ics cadres et les dirigeants du 
Hamas et les differenlcs inter¬ 
dictions des structures puramil- 
itaires n ont pas suffit. jusqu j 
present, a allegcr ces mesures 


dc nftorsion 

Lc bouclage applique au- 
jourd'hut est nouveau. Pas dans 
sa durcc. mais dans sa fomie 
ucccntucc. Les territoircs pales- 
liniens mu deja ^t^ fermes^ 254 
jours, chaque joumee toutant 
six rmllions dc dollars. Il est 
done urgent dc trouver unc so¬ 
lution de compromis. 

Il faui sattaquer dircctcinenl 
aux racines du pmblCmc ct 
coraraenzer immfdiatcmcn! Ics 


negneiations sur lc statu; defi- 
nitif dcs tcrritoiics, comme 
i'indique Ic communtquc du co- 
mite cxL-cutif dc 10LP. reuni 
pour !u premiere fois cettc su¬ 
rname ;i Gaza, ct qui a decide 
dc convuquer lc conscil natimi- 
al dans deux mols en Pales¬ 
tine ■ 


A Gaza, 
Hassan Malawi 


Amman 


L’Unesco reunlt les ONG 


•v.. 


I 


La premiere conference rassemblant les Organisations non - 
gouvemementaics des pays arabes s'est tenue d Amman. 
Voccasion pour UUnesco de definirsa politique de cooperation. 


'i. . 

3. 

as. 

3. 


A I 1 initiative de 

J’Unesco. In premiere confe¬ 
rence rfgionale des Organisa¬ 
tions nnn-gouvemcrncnlales 
fONG) dcs pays arahes a etc 
organ!see L Amman cctic sc- 
mainc. 

Pendant cinq jours, les soix- 
ame-dix participants invites, 
qui venaient du mnndc enlier. 
om traild des caractcri-Piques 
dcs ONG internalinnales dans 
Ics pays arabes ct dc leur coor¬ 
dination avec Ics unites de ter 
rain dc I'Uncscn. 

iL'Unesev. qui est represen- 
tee par ses insliiutL >nx partmit 
dans If mantle. tVfZ renduc 
crmptc dc In nrcesute dr nv>r- 
donner ruction Jc * ONG uvr. 

Irs differents acteun dc In <o- 
ciete civile p cxpliqiic Rao 
Chclikoni. pnfsident du comife 
dcs ONG aopris ite I’l'iicse*'. 

II y u cn Jordanie sept cents 
associations sonnies travaill.int 
avee Ic comittf des ONG 
• Notre ohjcctif est d'ameiiorcr 
la qualiti- dc vie cn Jordanie •. 
explique Rcbhi Kuinum. repre- 
scniant du comit£. "It pri¬ 
mordial d'flahhr des pnnrs a:- 
ire les organisations inter- 
nntionalcs [>our auier les pro- 
jets tie developpcmeni tor/iuv. 

Pour ccux qui imcsusser.! 
Icur temps dans les ONG. trite 
cooperation avec 1 'Unc-.cn Jnji 
d'abord etre Fmanci^rc. 


C'cst le cas par excmple de 
VV’ala Sourour, qui travaille 
dans "I'oaMS de paix». un vil¬ 
lage sriue sur Ics ancicnncs 
terres palestiniennes conquises 
en l^dS dans Icquel cohabitent 
Palestiniens et Israeliens. Elie 
esncrc que par le biais dc cettc 
conference, de nombreux pro- 
icts seront snutenus par 
1’UWo 

De «»n cote, if nesco a tenu 
ior- Jc cettc conference a 
cl jircmcnt definir son role 

"fin fu one oreanr.annn in- 
;<•//» r tin •//« : * \cmhlanl tie s 
-.rrci’sHstc, qm off rent leur sa¬ 
voir-faire et nor, pas une 
avence fimiru:tore qui dturthuc 
de far rent-, exrliqtie N-Jjv c 


Fall Ju Bureau pnnctpa! dc 


rUneseo .i Paris 

-Vo-i.i pour.-iwn iintvs •"■'*.7- 
r.iuirr: re ver.rr de confer cure, 
four injorrur /<•« arganr.a- 
aom mtcrndth-usles Jan. 1 , lc. 
px\y en ite^eiopp t r:ens du role 
Je n Ii. e; {■•itsUPilllt'S 

•• iri „: t .- p.m- 

"|HI i‘ ur. i‘;nr- 


Un role de superviseur 

Lc principal object if de 
J Une.co dan* lc cadre de !a cn- 
a\cc Ic, ONG est dc 
s'jp-Txiscr leur forjemnnemem 
■•Ihinr. ics pa\s arc.hes, ie eon- 
cep! do si.Vfr.Vi ci'.t!e\ nest 
pj.: tiwez 1 ieur \nu, ne r:m. 


vans pas le comparer avec ce- 
lui des pays dtheloppes -. 
ajoute Ndaye Fall. 

Ncanmoins. la democratic 
dont jouit la Jordanie a permis 
la creation de plusicurs ONG 
sans aucune interference du 
gouvemement. 

Eilc a etc choisic parmi tous 
les pays arabes pour accueillir 
cone premiere conference ear 
ellc a 1 image 'd'ttr. pays neutre 
politique men!-, explique Nfar- 
am Ei Rabadi. rcsponsablc du 
comite national de I'Unesco au 
minis!ere de ^Education. Une 
position qui permet I'accucil dc 
loutcs Ics nationalities arabes 
sans restnetion. 

Lc :01c important dc la Jor¬ 
dan ic dans Jc processus de paix 
au Moyen-Orient a naturcllc- 
mcr.t aussi guide ce choix. 

Car comme ['explique Dr Ad- 
nan Badran. vice-president de 
I'Unesco ii Paris, - le sieelc a 
• entr nmis appartr la Jin des 
titer res >■; le dr but dime ire dc 
pais. Lc. tinticmems seront 
ihnunet #•; Ics tlepenses sc con- 
con!rerun heauconp plus sur la 
fonmunn u ! e r , etre luunatns afm 
de leur foumn une mrillcure 
education. C’est ce message de 
paix qui don e!r<: amphjte sur 
le terrain par les ONG et 
I'Unesco. -■ 


i-MMik'ir. 

-aeauor, 

T:.. 


«TP 


5Tj 


"'•“Ka: * 


^Prophecy 
fcDreami.Re 
jjj^from Mars. U 


entur J' Lithogra, 

A!j 



Oroub el Abed 


Cest la vie 


L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman 



Cinema 


ELISA 


; L : ne JdolcscGnte, Vanessa Paradis, esl is la re¬ 
cherche de son pere, Gerard Depardieu, re- 
sponsabU-' dt> ia tragedie qui a coute la vie a sa 
mere. 

Un film de Jean Becker f1994). 

Cinema Philadelphia.Version fran^aise sous-titn&e 
; en arabe et en anglais. 

g \ Stances a 12h30,15h30,18h15,20h30, 22h30. 


® uife F " n ?oi* Truffaut (8 film, * 2 videos) au Centre cultural 

fran^ais (CCF) et a l,i tnndation Shoman: 


Inj-.'nin:.-li'n cedi!- ie 18/03 a 20h00 au CCF 
ln '" a 18H30 a la fondation Shoman. 

Video 

"Li strew du Mksfcs-sfpjn. ly 20/03 a 1SH00 au CCF. 

Peinture 



Car r7T 
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Activities 


Government Depts. 


T / Royal Cultural Centre.. 

■< American Centre Library. 

fj ■ fifit^ti Cotracil... 

[Z /French Cultural Centre ...... 

: Goethe Institute - 

-'Cervantes Institute (Spanish).- 
•-'= -Turkish Cultural Centre- 

; -V- - Hsya Arts Centre-- 

vv J.Y.WCA--—.— 

* %w.ma.—-- 

' -'D&xaLaJ Funun..—. 

r -Aha Ait Gallery... 

■Z Bafadna Art Gallery —. 

• Nabil AJ Mash ini They're. 

Nabil & Hi sham’s Theatre_ 


661026 n 
.... 820101 
. 636147/8 
•..637009 

.641993 

....610858 
.... 639777 
.-.665195 
.... 641793 
.... 664251 
-..643252 
.... 639303 
.... 657132 
.... 675571 
..... 625155 


Concord Gneraa___..... 

Plata Cinema___ 

Philadelphia Cinema..._ 


. 677420 

.- 6992*8 

.634144 


Sports Cubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City. 667181/5 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club...815410 

Royal Shooting Club..736572 

- Royal Chess Club....673713 

Royal Racing Club__09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.. 676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R-S-C-N..837931/837937 



To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic Sign Soards cn the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg. 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111* 

Agriculture.-.-.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.. 66614! 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance..636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade...663191 

Information...641467 

Interior Minisoy.. 663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour...698186 

Municipalities & Environment-641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning ...644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health -.665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development..673191 

Supplies.-.-.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University..'..604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian ...641271/2, 

Australian .. 673246/7 I 

Austrian— .—. 644635 > 

Bahraini .664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian....675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian —.:_ 666124 

Chilean .: 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
French . 641273/4 


German.. 

Greek. 

Hungarian. 

Icelandic Consulate... 

.. 689351 

.... 671331/2 

. 815614 

—.698851 

ervnto 

Indonesian.. 

_ 828911 

Iraqi ... 

. 639331 


. 638185 

Japanese ... 

.... 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 

.... 675135/8 


^ Libyan .. 693101/3 

Lebanese. 641381 

Moroccan.. 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zeal and-Consulate._636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

‘Omani ......—.. 686155 

Pakistani'. .622787, 

Palestine..—.-.677517 

•people's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 | 

^elfish... 637153 > 

jQatari ...682666 j 

Romanian.. 667738 

jj$ossiari.i. 641158! 

Saudi • Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

?lSn Lanki, Consulate .645312 

South Korean..660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss.— 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan... #71530 

Ttinisian .. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom._... 823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen -. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA.607398 

UNICEF-. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways__667029 

Aeroflot . 641510 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.. 666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .J682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Airyemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines..665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .641430 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 


MEA... 

Olympic . 

.636104 

630125/638433 

Phfilippine Airlines 
PIA . 

.640200 

. 625981 

Polish Airlines 

625981 

Qanlas . 

641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 

..678321 

Saudi a.. 

__639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines..694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 
Svrian Air.. 622147 

USAir. 

.694801/2 


TAROM- Romanian.637380 

I Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 j 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar . 314131 j 

Aqaba.314091 j 

Aqaba Golf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I.316250! 

Coral Beach.313521 I 

Holiday Int’l.312426 ! 

Miramar.314340 i 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police...192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akieh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

Amai Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Iialian-AJ-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. ShmeisanL... 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital— 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

' 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.6661SI 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television—.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 




There are certainly so 
many wavs to enjoy the 
EJfflTLS CAJSSAJS 
horn!!! 

Most welcome to phone 
Most welcome to come 

r.Teccs St. At - Gltaraibebj 
Center Tel: Sft21?o j 

f. r- f. r- f- c- 


BUSINESSMAN GUIDE 


jjWjk Co7V7for~t 
J&z Hotel Suites 
A Luxuryf™ 

it, Comfort 

j§ Service 3 
®. Location 5 

In the Cp of .« 
Sweifvieh ? 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 






FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

tel, mm 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 

Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 


j i 

fi igi 
|i h . •• i 




L. *1=0 ■- 1 * 11 ^ ! 

Fully ServicedSuites 

A/C In Grand 



Beauty Institute 

O Facial) 

O Body skin imunu n! 

O Make-up 

O F.urdpean rtianiairo A 
nadicun -v 



-**■ * • - ••_j. 

Pfel 

■Hut 

World’s No. 1 Pizza Chain 

Now Open 

our new Restaurant in 
University Street, 
across from the main 
entrance of the 
University of Jordan. 


V- ; si' jy ■ *- 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea io your wildest 
imagination 

TeI:314131/2. 


j, z,z z 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shine isad: 

id: 693399 



Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun, Almouhiaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



We save you more 






I' Back in stock 

-Gelestine Prophecy 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 

j By David Roberts + Bartlett 

Philadelphia Bodk Shop (Gardes) fedngfte Mosque- Tel 605861. 




Cafe Restaurant 


Different 


JalH'l Amman 'JVZ; 


iie.i nw.'-T.J~2aa: wp{ 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

« THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

.Burger. Roast. 

^ Chicken 


. Almadinah Abnunauarab Si. 

j Tel: 




Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

<•“ JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

5*1 me-:.'ini- Cop. Qr.r.S- 

Bar-k. 

7U.,l a . .V. •• * ~ 

Swefieh. Phor.r S23S9 * 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily !2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


- 

Your first choice in Aqaba j 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 
. ± ± * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 1 

Fax (03) 318246 | 


V-* 


A L a H A D AL 


K T I 9 A D I 


Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only. 
For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 


■ ■ rfV-r \-.~7 c v . , ; . u 

.‘i fTT: : ii t* v 5 ?. " ■», Sit il¬ 
ls K V V.’ * C; r.- i.'» t." 

1 —"V.? ■>“ 


The Best PIZZA 
In Jordan 

t DO>K- IN.TAKE A WAV A DELIVERY | 
Mecca sl Jab’r Trade Cenier 

id: 82 i 938 


4dver:ise 

in chls 

5CEC5. 22:2 




S i L • w " v> ~ Li- 

(y\ \ t V; -‘.C •' I, . : 


The most defioous 
Arabic Sweets 


AH types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


71h circle. Tel. 820099 


uaamm’mmm 

^Professional Drycleaning - 

*Shoes Repair 
*Damutg 
*Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 


KRIS/ 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY l/^OG f A K | A ----- . 

1 ■ Sl J i-; 

Available at: sr «„ r s ‘ " 1 

KAREMAN JANARDBoutique KV_ 

^ ^ ^ Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


cf'RRiAc'^ CArriage ^ Rent a Car 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


fes. S Wasfi Al- Tal St 

Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Auto Service 

t weoffen- 

c | * Computerized Engine Check ♦ Electro Mechanical car check ^ 

\ ^ I ^ Automatic & Manual car wash services 4* wheel balance maintanance ^ 

\BaS%K£E/ ❖ Oil Change 

''•—r-* Wasfl Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 






Not all" cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 




■Af’.Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Td.: 698005 


H’’.. . . 

. ...CV' :;£?!*. :.r'!• -- 

. ^ ' k&t *’T t *. v.' • 1 

\ *...; as.v, l-C‘ : *. • ■*- 

. I'.j 7 !*:. j'-"'.7: 1 
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Ideal Systems & Tandem hold press conference: 

Jordan talks to the world in real time 


n T £ A 

&. i H * .t£ S * * 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


The advent of the full Interent era in most 
Middlem Eastern countries: 


Internet invades Arabia 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Specia l To The Star 
THE INTERNET is character¬ 
istically “western”. Its predom¬ 
inant language is English and 
most of the computer servers 
that form its core as well as 
most of its users are in Amer¬ 
ica and Western Europe. 

Yet, as the ubiquitous com¬ 
puter has found its way before 
into the rest of the world, 
through operating 
systems and applica¬ 
tions localized in dif¬ 
ferent languages, it 
seems that the Inter¬ 
net is heading in the 
same direction. 

There are new 
releases of World 
Wide Web browsers, 
such as Internet with 
an Accent by Accent 
Inc and Alice 
Browser, that can 
view web pages in 
more than 20 differ¬ 
ent languages includ¬ 
ing non Latin ones 
without even need¬ 
ing an operating sys¬ 
tem that support these lan¬ 
guages. Also famous browsers 
such as Netscape, can view 
pages in say Arabic provided 
the operating system (be it 
Macintosh or Windows) sup¬ 
ports the Arabic. 

This, coupled with the Inter¬ 
net’s efficient and cheap com¬ 
munication uses of email and 
text to fax. has made the Inter¬ 
net a new hot issue in the Mid¬ 
dle East This year witnessed 
the inauguration of full Inter¬ 
net connections in Bahrain. 
United Arab Emirates and Jor¬ 
dan. Before them, it was 
Egypt. Kuwait and Israel. 

However, the Internet in the 
Middle East—except in 
Israel—is still a toddler, 
mainly due to low computer 
literacy and to high connection 
rates. The later is about 57.5 
an hour in Arab countries. In 
Israel it costs around 51.1 an 
hour. The reasons behind these 


exceptionally high fees are two¬ 
fold: First, currently there is a 
complete monopoly in the 
Internet provision market in the 
Middle East with only one 
company, private or public, 
providing the Internet connec¬ 
tion in any of the countries of 
Bahrain. Jordan, Emirates. 
Egypt and Kuwait. Second, for 
connecting to the Internet most 
of these countries rely on Satel¬ 
lites links with nodes in the US 


for the cost of the connection. 

Despite the high premium 
for connecting to the Internet in 
the Middle East, most of these 
companies have seen a big 
demand on their services: 
Batelco in Bahrain (a govern¬ 
ment-owned Company) esti¬ 
mates that it will connect more 
than 10 percent of Bahrain’s 
30000 computer users (out of a 
population of 400.000) within 
the coming six 




months. Etisa- 
lat (Emirate’s 
lelecommunica 





mitnrnwrti7^mT r ^igYrar'n' 


or Europe which adds a hefty 
premium on their running cost. 

In Jordan for instance. Sprint 
Jordan connects its servers in 
Amman with a Sprint Internet 
Node in the US through a fiber 
optics cable and a satellite link. 
Mr Imad Ayoub, Sprint Jor¬ 
dan’s General Manager, says 
that the high cost of laying 
infrastructure is the main rea¬ 
son for its high connection 
rates of SI 0 an hour. Sprint Jor¬ 
dan has had to lay its own fiber 
optics cable in Amman to con¬ 
nect to the main fiber optics 
cable heading to the satellite 
station. 

The high cost for Satellites 
Link has also resulted in Sprint 
Jordan’s decision to have a 
very limited number of local 
Web pages on its servers 
because it does not want to clog 
its very expensive link by 
requests from users outside the 
country who won't be paying 


lions corpora¬ 
tion) has 
cashed in on 
the United 
Arab Emirates 
position as a 
business and 
trade hub and 
have seen its 
subscriptions 
sky racket. 

Sprint Jor¬ 
dan has already 
sold dozens of 
accounts 
before even 
starting operation of its server 
scheduled on 27 March. 

Web page authors in the 
Middle East have increasingly 
started to show their muscles 
on the Internet and many media 
companies are already offering 
web page authoring for Busi¬ 
nesses. Mr Khaldon Tabaza of 
Arabia On-Line says his com¬ 
pany’s Internet services clien¬ 
tele base already includes four 
newspapers, one news agency, 
the huge investment group of 
Dalla A1 Baraka and the Arab 
Bank. 

Well, it seems that all for us 
Arabs—who are increasingly 
connecting to the Internet— 
there will at least be a niche 
comer in our mother tongue. 
However we would still need 
our English dictionaries!!!! ■ 


By Zeid Nasser 

Special to The Star 
IDEAL SYSTEMS held a 
press conference on Wednes¬ 
day 6 March, 1996. to 
announce its appointment as 
the Jordan distributor for Tan¬ 
dem Computers. 

Making the announcement 
were three guests from Tan¬ 
dem. and Mr Karim Kawar. 
general manager of Ideal 
Systems. 

The guests were 
Mr Roger Brewer, 
general manager of 
Tandem Middle East. 

Mr Jes Wright, mar¬ 
keting manager, and 
Mr Paul Davey, busi¬ 
ness development 
manager. 

“We are delighted 
to be doing business 
in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan,’’ 
said Mr Roger 
Brewer, introducing 
Tandem’s achieve¬ 
ments worldwide and 
explaining what Tan¬ 
dem systems can do 
in Jordan. 

"We expea Tandem to con¬ 
nect your financial systems to 
the rest of the world, enabling 
the Jordanian economy to join 
the world market economy." 

Tandem is a 52-5 billion 
company, providing the pre¬ 
ferred fault tolerant platform. It 
has been in business since 
1974. Today. Tandem systems 
move $6 trillion all ovqr the 
world, with clients in banking, 
finance and telecommunica¬ 
tions accounting for two-thirds 
of Tandem’s business. 


"Our transactions come 
through successfully, that is 
how we built our credibility," 
added Mr Brewer. 

Talking about the ability of 
Tandem systems to be incorpo¬ 
rated into existing information 
system structures, that utilize 
solutions from other vendors, 
Mr Paul Davey said that “it is 
important to recognize that 
Tandem doesn't stand alone. 
Buying Tandem means improv¬ 



ing the performance of your 
existing systems.” 

Tandem is a company 
involved in core infrastructural 
projects, working with govern¬ 
ments at the highest levels of 
national automation solutions 
and looks forward to doing 
business in Jordan. 

“We think this is crucial to 
increase the competitive edge 
of the Jordanian economy." 
said Mr Davey. 

Mr Jez Wright, talked about 
Tandem's latest and hottest 


product. Server No. 

He stated that "traditional 
bus-based computer systems 
will not be able to handle the 
coming revolution in informa¬ 
tion exchange.” This is were 
Tandem’s ServcrNet steps in, 
explained Mr Wright. 

“ServerNet is a departure 
from the traditional methods of 
computing, ft introduces a sys¬ 
tem area network in which 
computers talk to one another 
through a system similar to 
packet switching, 
with a Tandem run¬ 
ning its operations," 
be said. 

The speakers from 
Tandem concluded 
that Tandem systems 
will enable Ionian’s 
Systems to talk to the 
outside world, in real 
time. 

As part of their 
visit to the country, 
the Tandem represen¬ 
tatives met with sev¬ 
eral decision makers 
in major Jordanian 
organizations. 

According to Mr 
Brewer, these organizations 
have showed much interest in 
the solutions that Tandem has 
to offer. 

Commenting on Tandem’s 
representation in Jordan. Mr 
Karim Kawar, general manager 
of Ideal Systems said, that 
’Tandem adds an interesting 
dimension to our product offer¬ 
ings. whicp alkwp us to cater 
to a new market. We sec much 
potential for Tandem in Jordan 
in the areas of banking, finance 
and telecommunications." ■ 
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Please. Ease restrictions 
on modems 


FOLLOWING UP on last week’s column on buying a 
modem, a friend of mine who works at a computer company 
in Jordan, which supplies modems, has been having a really 
rough time with the authorities regarding the strict restrictions 
on the import of modems. 

Apparently, to import modems, you need a speaal permit 
from the Telecommunications Corp (TCC). Of course, the 
TCC gives you a permit to import a specific model, with a 
fo 

_ _ >p 

model, you would need a separate permit for that. 

Moreover, yon need to introduce a signed document from 
your foreign supplier clearly stating that the modem you want 
to import into the country is in line with certain restrictions. 

Making things worse for computer companies, is the pros¬ 
pect of handling modems imported inside computer cases. 
Now, a computer is a computer, but with a modem its a ’com¬ 
munications machine'. This means it has to be treated as such 
in custom fees. So. your computer with a modem suddenly 
turns into a piece of hardware with possibly higher custom 
rates. The lower customs for computers, weirdly enough, do 
not apply to modems. 

Goodness, and they’re talking about ‘attracting invest¬ 
ments' into Jordan. 

Getting back to the issue of modem permits, you can t help 
but wonder why you need a permit in the first place? Modems 
do not threaten military security, which was the previous 
basis on which they were banned in the country. Now, this 
ban has been conditionally lifted, which means that it still 
causes problems for business people. 

It’s strange to think that amidst ail this talk and enthusiasm 
about Internet and on-line services, there are still difficulties 
involved in the importation of modems into Jordan. 

Well, it’s issues like these that make you feel that the cyber 
age is going to take longer than we. thought to arrive. 

Come one, give modems to the people. Ease the 
restrictions. 


The race for Web software 


News update 


An interesting report in Newsbytes stated shed some light 
on the growing industry of Internet and World Wide Web soft¬ 
ware. here are excerpts from the report: 


New color laser printers 
from Hewlett-Packard 


• Hewlett-Packard (HP) has 
announced that it is to intro¬ 
duce a new generation of color 
laser printers, capable of print¬ 
ing a color page for the same 
cost as a similar page on a 
black and white laser printer. 

According to HP. the new 
printers are capable of produc¬ 
ing near-photographic images. 
The new printers are aimed at 
corporate workgroup custom¬ 
ers, who are demanding more 
color printing solutions. 

The Color LaserJet 5 is 
expected to sell for S5.995 and 
the Color LaserJet 5M. for 
Macintosh, will sell for aboul 
and 57.395. Both will be avail¬ 
able this month on the interna¬ 
tional market. 


ety (JCS) organized a seminar 
on the topic of 'Internet', 
which was held on 10 March, 
at the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The seminar was given by 
Mr Sami A1 Taher. of the 
National Information Center 
(NIC), and included an on-line 
demonstration for attendants. 

The NIC has been on-line 
for several months, and is one 
of the first Jordanian organiza¬ 
tions to gain foil Internet 
access, utilizing it for matters 
of national interest and 
research. 


Silicon Graphics 
acquires Cray 


Jawad Abbassi can be 
reached at Internet address: 
Abbassi@NETS.Coni Jo 


Internet Seminar 


The Jordan Computer Soci- 


• Two supercomputing giants, 
Silicon Graphics, inc. and Cray 
Research, Inc. arc merging. 

Silicon Graphics will acquire 
the outstanding shares of Cray 
Research. 

The two companies will 


have combined revenue of 
nearly $4 billion, representing 
over 40 percent of the super¬ 
computing market 

Edward McCracken, chair¬ 
man and CEO of Silicon 
Graphics, said, “Cray Research 
is a recognized leader for its 
technology, its people and its 
strong customer base. This 
merger combines the two most 
innovative companies in the 
supercomputing industry." 

'The combination of Silicon 
Graphics and Cray Research 
will create the world's leading 
high-performance computing 
company." added McCracken. 

Cray, while having problems 
in the last couple of years, 
announced a return to profita¬ 
bility in the last quarter of 
1995. 

If the deal goes as reported, 
the total transaaion value will 
be over S700 million. ■ 


Beyond top contenders Netscape and Microsoft at least 
eight other major vendors stand a good chance for success in 
the Internet race, starting with Lotus/IBM and extending to 
Apple, said David Card, director of PC Softw are Research at 
International Data Corporation (IDC). speaking at the 1DC 
Directions briefing. Card presented a slide of a 12-month 
“temperature gauge" for the World Wide Web. At the top of 
the thermometer was Lotus/IBM. Lotus Notes Notes, asserted 
Card, is the “workgroup leader,” and the Lotus/IBM Internet 
strategy “makes sense." 

Second “hottest" on the 12-month thermometer is Sun, 
with its Java programming language, according to Card. Now 
that Java has been licensed by companies like IBM. Hewlett- 
Packard, the language will actually "become a lot of products. 
"Oracle is a little cooler,” reported the IDC analyst. Oracle's 
products tend to be "hard to use. and expensive.” Card main¬ 
tained. Borland, a vendor that “got on the wave earlystands 
at number four on Card's list. ‘This is a company that does a 
really good job of segmenting the market." the IDC executive 
said. Adobe, the number five on the roster, was actually the 
first company in the industry to come out with the plug-in 
architecture. Card pointed out. But right now. Adobe's "natu¬ 
ral Pagemaker migration (to the Web) is under some 
pressure.” 

Novell, ranked at number six. "has the products— 
maybe— but so far can’t sell them.” according to the analyst. 
Corel, in acquiring WordPerfect from Novell, has obtained 
“the best word processor embedded in a suite.” Apple's 
Cyberdog is “really cool." card contended. "Cyberdog gives 
you a look at what the future is going to be.’’ But. at this 
point. Apple must “make the next step." ■ 
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Live on Orbit’s Hollywood Channel 



The 68th Academy Awards 


IT'S THAT time of year 
again, when Hollywoods's hot¬ 
test actors and the cinema's 
best directors vie for the spot¬ 
light and the chance to win the 
movie world’s most coveted 
accolade. March 25 is the 68th 


Academy Awards and Oscar 
fever is upon us again. These 
will he broadcast by the Holly¬ 
wood Channel live from Los 
Angeles and exclusive to the 
Arab World on Orbit. 

The award ceremonv will 
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take place on Monday. March 
25 at the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion of the Music Center 
of Los Angeles, where Oscars 
for outstanding film achieve¬ 
ments in 1995 will be 
presented. 

With no Schindler's List or 
Forrest Gump set to sweep the 
board, it’s an open race, with a 
number of original films and 
talented young anists in the 
reckoning. Mel Gibson and 
Tim Robbins, both young 
aaors turned director, arc up 
for the Best Director Award 
for Bravehean and Dead Man 
Walking respectively, while 
Sean Penn is widely tipped tor 
Best Actor in Dead Man Walk¬ 
ing. Robbin’s tale of a con¬ 
victed killer. 

For Best Actress. Sharon 
Stone represents the screen 
sirens for her role in Martin 
Scorsese’s Casino, while Hol¬ 
lywood’s old guard is repre¬ 
sented by Richard Dreyfuss 
for his role in Mr Holland's 
Opus and Meryl Streep for 
Bridges of Madison County. 
Hosting the event will be 
Whoopi Goldberg, herself an 
Oscar winner for Supporting 
Actress in 1991 for her role in 
ghost. 

In celebration of the biggest 
night on the movie calendar 
Super Movies is featuring 
three Oscar-winning films 
every day from Saturday 23 to 
Friday 29 March. 

Oscar-winning directors, 
aaors. actress and even sound¬ 
tracks are featured in the line¬ 
up. as well as movies that 
made history by sweeping the 
board at the Academy Awards. 
Oscar Week begins with a 
western flavour on Saturday. 
23 March, with the hit musical 
Oklahoma! (2 pm GMT), fol¬ 
lowed by the winner of seven 
Oscars. Dances With Wolves 
tSpm GMT). The evening 
ends with The Producers at 11 
pm GMT. featuring Mel 
Brooks' Oscar-winning 

screenplay. 

Bene Davis pbyv a tempes¬ 
tuous Southern belle in Jezebel 
(Sunday 24. 2pm GMT). Jes- 



German spy turned writer 

Entry in US denied 
because of past work 
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By Marc Fisher 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 


WASHINGTON—Markus Wolf, the legen- ity. but were gr 
dary East German spy master now making a eign policy con: 
living selling J stories of his espionage Wolf won a 
exploits, has been barred from the United many's highes 

States for engaging in terrorist activities. sentence for tre 

State Depanment official* confirmed Mon- spies may not 
day that they denied a visa to Wolf. 73, who the same kins 
was scheduled to travel to New- York last against the W( 

week to meet with his editors at Random Bonn and Wash 

House, which is publishing his autobiogra- Communist cou 
phy. Wolf, who ran the East Germany spy "They’re still 
agency from 1958 to 1987. has also sold his me. now with b 
life story to Paramount Pictures. ery was a part 

“Mr Wolf was deputy minister of stale court said I 
security and was head of the foreign espion- espionage." 
age branch," said a 

5f “Never in all the 


The State Depanment official said Adams '> 
and Arafat’s visa applications were initially 
rejected because of their past terrorist activ¬ 
ity. bur were granted waivers because of "for¬ 
eign policy considerations." 

Wolf won a reprieve las; year when Ger¬ 
many's highest court vacjted his six-year 
sentence for treason, ruling that East German 
spies may not be prosecuted for conducting 
the same kind of intelligence operations 
against the West that their counterparts in 
Bonn and Washington were mounting aeair.si 
Communist countries. 

"They’re stiff looking for a wav to charcc 
me. now with bribery” Wolf said.' “But brib¬ 
ery was a part of intelligence work, and the 
coun said I cannot be prosecuted for 
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State Department offi¬ 
cial who insisted on 
anonymity. "They 
actively abated and 
fostered stale- 

supported terrorism. 
He also participated in 
determining the minis¬ 
try’s actions and 
goals.” 

"Never in all the 
German civil trials has 


German civil trials 
has there been any 
direct proof that I 
was involved in 
activities of 


there been any direct * YJ 

1SUZ terrorism,” Wolf said 

of terrorism,* Wolf 

said last Monday in an interview from his . . . 

home in Berlin- "Yes, I had authority over training s 

the ministry. But it’s known that this depart- , 7 , 08 wel1 “ 

mem which dealt in these activities was never .V 700 * . ^ T0U ?'- W 


sica Tandy plays a cantanker¬ 
ous old Southern dame in Driv¬ 
ing Miss Daisy (Tuesday 26.8 
pm. GMT) and Gene Hackman 
and Willem Dafoe come up 
against the peoiliar ways of 
the deep South in Mississippi 
Burning (Monday 25. 8 pm. 
GMT). In Silence of the 
Lambs. (March 27. 8 pm. 
GMT), winner of five Oscars. 
Jodie Foster encounters the 
even stranger ways of Hanni¬ 
bal Lector. Sir Anthony Hop¬ 
kins’ Oscar-winning portrayal 
of ultimate evil 

^ For the best in action don't 
miss Plaioon I Sunday 24, H 


pm GMT), starring Tom Bcm- 
gcr and Charlie Sheen, or Ken¬ 
neth Branagh’s Henry V 
(Thursday 28, 8 pm. GMT). 
On a lighter note, you can 
catch The Graduate (Thursday 
28. 10.15 pm GMT) and 
Prizet 's Honor (Friday 29. 
7.50 pm GMT), starring the 
irrepressible Jack Nicholson. 

For romantic there is Gone 
With The Wind (Friday 29. 
2pm GMT), winner of a stag¬ 
gering nine Oscars, as well as 
the Audrey Hepburn classic. 
My Fair Lady which scored 
eight awards, including best 
picture, actor and director. ■ 


under my direct control.” 

Wolf said he did have contact “with Yasser 


Arafat and the Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion, but today, after Arafat was in front of 
the White House with President Ginton. it’s 
necessary to have another view of that 
situation.'' 

"It’s extraordinary: Gerry Adams. Y asse r 
Arafat, and Markus \Y 0 |f. yet." said Wolf's 
editor. Peter Osnos. publisher of Times 
Books, a division or Random House. Osnos 
referred to recent decisions to gram visas to 
Adams. *c leader of Sin n Fein, the legal 
political wing of the outlawed Irish Republi¬ 
can Army, nnd Arafat of the PLO. 

"It didn’t occur to us at this stage that 
Markus Wolf could be regarded as a threat ” 
Osnos said. "He stopped working for the 
Stasi in 1986. There is no Easr Germany." 


Wolf, who has 

n all thp frave,ed 

ivil trials: S n “ ,h ® demise of 

x rvv if Communist Easl Ger- 

h&0n / 7 Wv many. later this 

l/Ct/ft LLlly month will make his 

tnf thnt I ,ri P 10 IsraeJ * 

UJ Ifllll A which he said is "the 

lived in L COuntr >' th3f 

'l Veil lei might be morally enti- 

n f tied" to bar him. 

UJ East Germany did not 

TI7_ rr _ _ - t recognize the Jewish 

YYOIJ SUlO. 5 Ute until the end of 

Communist rule, and 

. ... Woirs Stasi agency 

training sessions for terror units of 
the PUJ. as well as for other Middle Eastern 
lerronst groups. Wolf, who is Jewish, has 
always denied any connection to those activi¬ 
ties. saying that he was responsible largely 
w lrM,nB the Wesl German government. 
«olf. now a regular guest on numerous 
German TV talk shows, has been working on 
nis memoirs since 1991. a process that he and 
fcis publisher described as difficult. He 
recently published a cookbook in Germany, 
out has been reluctant to divulge details of his 
espionage coups, even if his country no 
longer exists. 

"f 1 ' 5 .8 Qnc through draft after draft,” Osnos 
wid.Wolf said he was “astonished*' to be 
ucnicd a visa when so manv of his former 
colleagues in the Soviet KGB have been per¬ 
mitted to visit rhe United Slates. In addition 
to ms publisher. Hollywood studios and sev¬ 
eral major universities have invited Wolf «o 
make an American tour. H 
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